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Mistakes in the News
Journalists who use the Internet for research may find the
following list of recent corrections and clarifications helpful.

DNA and the Book of Mormon
Various media outlets, 11 November 2003

The Book of Mormon: Another Testament of Jesus
Christ is exactly what it claims to be — a record of God’s
dealings with peoples of ancient America and a second
witness of the divinity of the Lord Jesus Christ. The
strongest witness of the Book of Mormon is to be
obtained by living the Christ-centered principles
contained in its pages and by praying about its
truthfulness.

Recent attacks on the veracity of the Book of Mormon
based on DNA evidence are ill considered. Nothing in
the Book of Mormon precludes migration into the
Americas by peoples of Asiatic origin. The scientific
issues relating to DNA, however, are numerous and
complex. Those interested in a more detailed analysis of
those issues are referred to the resources below.

The following are not official Church positions or
statements. They are simply information resources from
authors with expertise in this area that readers may find
helpful:

"Before DNA" (John L. Sorenson and Matthew Roper,
Journal of Book of Mormon Studies, vol. 12, no. 1, 2003)
Download PDF document (715 KB)  

"DNA and the Book of Mormon: A Phylogenetic
Perspective" (Michael F. Whiting, Journal of Book of
Mormon Studies, vol. 12, no. 1, 2003) Download PDF
document (431 KB)

"A Few Thoughts from a Believing Scientist" (John
M. Butler, Journal of Book of Mormon Studies, vol. 12,
no. 1, 2003) Download PDF document (169 KB)

"Who Are the Children of Lehi?" (D. Jeffrey Meldrum
and Trent D. Stephens, Journal of Book of Mormon
Studies, vol. 12, no. 1, 2003) Download PDF document
(427 KB)

"Does DNA Evidence Refute the Book of Mormon?"
(Jeffrey D. Lindsay, Ph.D., 16 November 2003)
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