825 TESTAMENTS OF THE TWELVE PATRIARCHS

12 For his kingdom is an everlasting king- For my kingdom shall have an end
dom which will not pass away. But my among you, like an orchard guard who
kingdom will come to an end among disappears after the summer.
you, like a guard® in an orchard who
disappears at the end of the summer.

1 20 ““For I know that after my death the Egyptians will oppress you, but God will
work vengeance on your behalf, and will lead you into the promises made to your

2 fathers. *You shall carry my bones along with you, for when you are taking my Gen 50:25
bones up there, the Lord will be with you in the light, while Beliar will be with g, 3.9

3 the Egyptians in the dark. * Take Asenath, your mother, and bury her by the
hippodrome, near Rachel, your grandmother.’’?

4 And when he had said this he stretched out his feet and fell into a beautiful

5,6 sleep. *And all Israel and all Egypt mourned with great lamentation. *And at the

departure of the sons of Israel from Egypt, they took along Joseph’s bones and
buried him in Hebron with his fathers. The years of his life were one hundred
ten.

The Testament of Benjamin, the twelfth son of Jacob and Rachel

1 1 A copy of the words of Benjamin which he testified to his sons, having lived

2 one hundred twenty-five years. *He kissed them aud said, ‘‘Just as Isaac was born

3 to Abraham in his old age, so I was born to Jacob. *Since Rachel, my mother, died Gen 35:16-20
as she was bearing me, I had no milk from her, but was nursed instead by Bilhah,

4 her maid servant. *For after Rachel bore Joseph she was sterile for twelve years;

s she prayed to the Lord, with fasting, *and conceived and. gave birth to me. My
father loved Rachel exceedingly, and prayed that he might see two sons born from

6 her. *For this reason I was called Benjamin, that is ‘son of days.’?

1 2 “When I came to Joseph in Egypt and my brother recognized me, he said,
2 ‘What did they say to my father when they sold me?’ *And I replied to him, ‘They Gen 37:31
spattered your shirt with blood and sent it to him and said, *‘Do you know if this 1.\ 401
3 shirt belongs to your son?”’ * *And (Joseph) said to me, ‘Yes, brother. When they
stripped off my shirt and gave me to the Ishmaelites, they gave me a loincloth,
4 beat me, and told me to run. *One of them who had whipped me was met by a
5 lion and it ate him. *So his partners were terrified and kept me under a looser rein.’

1 3 “Now, my children, love the Lord God of heaven and earth; keep his com-
2 mandments; pattern your life after the good and pious man Joseph. *Let your
thoughts incline to the good, as you know to be so with me, because he who has
3 the right set of mind sees everything rightly. *Fear the Lord and love your neighbor.
Even if the spirits of Beliar seek to derange you with all sorts of wicked oppression,
they will not dominate you, any more than they dominated Joseph, my brother.
4 How many men wanted to destroy him, and God looked out for him! For the
person who fears God and loves his neighbor cannot be plagued by the spirit of
5 Beliar® since he is sheltered by the fear of God. *Neither man’s schemes not those

d. The guard in the orchard recalls Isa 1:8; 5:2;  on the way to Ephrath, which in LXX = Hippo-
Mk 12:1, where a tower or booth serves to guard  dromos. The mention of the hippodrome here points
the Lord’s vineyard or grove. Apparently what is  to a culturally hellenistic provenance for T12P.
contrasted here is the temporary nature of Joseph’s 1 a. This is one of a series of etymologies con-
rule and the eternal duration of God’s kingdom in  nected with Benjamin’s name: ‘‘Son of days’ =
the end-time. ‘‘son of old age’’(?); see Gen 44:20, *‘son of old

age’’; Gen 35:18, “‘son of sorrow,”” *‘son of [my]
20 a. According to Gen 48:7, Rachel was buried  right hand.”’
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of animals can prevail over him, for he is aided in living by this: by the love which
he has toward his neighbor. *Joseph also urged our father to pray for his brothers,
that the Lord would not hold them accountable for their sin which they so wickedly
committed against him. * And Jacob cried out, ‘O noble child, you have crushed
the inner feelings of Jacob, your father.” He embraced him and kept kissing him
for two hours, saying,®

‘Through you will be fulfilled the ‘In you will be fulfilled the heavenly

heavenly prophecy concerning the Lamb
of God, the Savior of the world, because
the unspotted one will be betrayed by
lawless men, and the sinless one will

prophecy which says that the spotless
one will be defiled by lawless men and
the sinless one will die for the sake of
impious men.’

die for impious men by the blood of the
covenant for the salvation of the gentiles
and of Israel and the destruction of
Beliar and his servants.’

4 ““See then, my children, what is the goal of the good man. Be imitators of him
in his goodness because of his compassion, in order that you may wear crowns
of glory.® «For a good man does not have a blind eye, but he is merciful to all,
even though they may be sinners. *And even if persons plot against him for evil
ends, by doing good this man conquers evil, being watched over by God. He loves
those who wrong him as he loves his own life. *If anyone glorifies himself, he
holds no envy. If anyone becomes rich, he is not jealous. If anyone is brave, he
praises him. He loves the moderate person; he shows mercy to the impoverished;
to the ill he shows compassion; he fears God. *He loves the person who has the
gift of a good spirit as he loves his own life.

S ““If your mind is set toward good,* even evil men will be at peace with you;
the dissolute will respect you and will turn back to the good. The greedy will not
only abstain from their passion but will give to the oppressed the things which they
covetously hold. *If you continue to do good, even the unclean spirits will flee

3 from you and wild animals will fear you. *For where someone has within himself
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respect for good works and has light in the understanding, darkness will slink away
from that person. *For if anyone wantonly attacks a pious man, he repents, since
the pious man shows mercy to the one who abused him, and maintains silence.
And if anyone betrays a righteous man, the righteous man prays. Even though for
a brief time he may be humbled, later he will appear far more illustrious, as
happened with Joseph, my brother.

6 “‘The deliberations of the good man are not in the control of the deceitful spirit, TLevi 56
Beliar, for the angel of peace guides his life.? *For he does not look with passionate TAh e

longing at corruptible things, nor does he accumulate wealth out of love for
pleasure. *He does not find delight in pleasure, nor does he grieve his neighbor,
nor does he stuff himself with delicacies, nor is he led astray by visual excitement:
The Lord is his lot. *The good set of mind does not receive glory or dishonor from
men, nor does it know deceit, or lying, or conflict, or abuse. For the Lord dwells

3 a. On Beliar, see TReu 2:1, n.

b. On the left, c. B text; on the right, the Arm.
The major text traditions include a Christian inter-
polation at this point; one group of MSS refers
explicitly to ‘‘Lamb of God'’ (Jn 1:29). For the
destruction of Beliar in the end-time, see Lk 10:18;
Rev 12:9; 20:2.

4 a. Crowns of glory are a familiar image in Chris-
tian usage: 1Pet 5:4; 1Cor 9:25; 2Tim 4:8; Jas 1:12;
Rev 2:10.

5 a. Here, in contrast to other sections of T12P
where sin is defeated only by divine judgment or
by expulsion of Beliar, there is a wholly optimistic
view that good deeds will overcome the evil incli-
nation of others.

6 a. Extols the hellenistic virtue of integrity, al-
though it incorporates a dualistic view of mankind;
the unwary are subject to the control of Beliar.
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