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Ezias/Ezalas

Biblical PN Prophet who testified of the coming of Christ
apparently during the Classical Israelite peri;d

(Helaman 8:20)

Brief Etymology: The PN EZIAS appeared as Ezaias in the printer’s
manuscript but was erroneously printed as EZIAS in the 1830 anq

most subsequent editions.

Extended Discussion: The spelling of the PN EZIAS is an 1830
edition error made by the printer. The printer’s manuscript reads
Ezaias. This error continues in all editions, except the 1908 RLDS
edition and the 1999 Book of Mormon: Restored Covenant Edition.”The
correct spelling may reflect the King James Version New Testament
PN Esaias = Greek hésaias (Matthew 3:3), which is simply another
form of the Old Testament Isaiah = Hebrew yé$a ydh(i) “Salvation of
the Lord”” or “the Lord is salvation” (Isaiah 1:1).%!

The misspelling of “Ezias” as a hapax legomenon may follow the
King James Version Apocrypha PN Ezias in 1 Esdras 8:2 (IV Ezra);*
compare the Greek Septuagint (LXX) spelling variants Oziou, Ozeiou,
Eziou and Ezariou, which might be the equivalent of the Old Tes-
tament name Isaiah = Hebrew yésaydh(il). As George Reynolds
ctbserv.es: “Or.son Pratt suggests . . . that Ezias may have been iden-
;t;a%?;it:sEZ?;as:”E V‘fhic%l W.ould rilccord with the LXX and Matthew
trine and &Iove::mtzagfllls sred o Jethro’s line of authority (Doc-
the 01d World prophet 1 ) ‘t'hl3);3he is therefore a good candidate for
case, then it is doubtfy] thai t}f ok o.f Mo’rmon. - tl1.1s latte.r 1s.the

€ printer's manuscript Ezaias 1S 4

19. Skousen’s The B

5 P et 00k of Mormon: The Earliest Text also corrects the error.

21. IS B e Plcnonmy “Esaias” and “Isajah ” |
. Gitay, Isaiah, the Book of,” 426 .

22. In Stone’s comment. ‘ :

F ;
23. Reynolds, Dictiong A1y, Fourth Ezra, 254, the name is realized as Ezra.

7Y of the Book of Mormon, 89.
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variant form for the New Testament rendering in Greek of Isaiah,
fisaias (contra JAT).

See entry Isaiah
See EZIAS variant

Deseret Alphabet: 3648 (i:za1as)

ezrom

Lehite noun Silver measure four times the value of a senum, ca.
82 BC (Alma 11:6, 12)

Brief Etymology: The Lehite noun for a silver measure, EZROM, may
derive from a Hebrew root meaning “to enclose, bind together, sur-
round,” similar to the derivation of the Lehite measure name ephah.

Extended Discussion: In addition to appearing in a totally differ-
ent language context, the Lehite noun for a silver measure, EZROM,
and the disparately spelled Jaredite PN Esrom must be taken to
have separate etymologies. The best suggestion for the origin of the
Lehite noun EZROM is that it is from the Hebrew hesrom, “enclosed,
bound together, surrounded,” and so forth (cf. Jeremiah 1:17; Job
30:18, 38:3) (RFS), from the root vhsr with the suffix -om. One may
“COmPare the similar etymology of ephah from the Hebrew root V'pp,
to surround”
.. Other possibilities include the Hebrew roots Vzr, “to help”; or
t,o 8ird, equip”; v'zr, “to surround with a wall; gird,” and perhaps
3T or, with a prosthetic ’aleph, the Hebrew root vyzrm. One may



