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many countries in the world and claimed that the U.S.governmenthad
allowed it to happen because they made political concessionstoMarx
ist leaders. "The truth is," he groused, "we have to a great extentaccom-
modated ourselves to Communism-and we have permittedourselves
to become encircled by its tentacles." The Soviet Union and its"godless
leaders," Benson declared, were relentless in spreading their"ideology
throughout the world." They used "every stratagem" at theirdisposalto
accomplish their nefarious purposes: "trade, war, revolution,violence,
hate, détente, and immorality." He counseled Latter-day Saintsnot tofor-
get that the Soviets' "great objective" was "world domination." Therewas
a "'secret combination... among us," he boldly declared, imploring Lat-
ter-day Saints to "demand of our elected oficials that we not onlyresist
Communism, but that we will take every measure to prevent itsintrusion
into this hemisphere." For Benson, the stakes were high: "Neverbefore
has the land of Zion appeared so vulnerable to so powerful an enemyas
the Americas do at present."o

Benson's most controversial sermon, however, was given in a i980
devotional address at Brigham Young University,. In "Fourteen Funda-
mentals in Following the Prophet," Benson made a number ofstatements
in what was a clear indication of "his own future intentions as church
president."05 At the time, he was the president of the Quorum of the
TwelveApostles and stood in line to replace the ailing eighty-five-year-
old Spencer Kimbal, who suffered from declining health. Benson con-
fidently assured BYU students and faculty that "the prophet will never
lead the Church astray." More controversially, he asserted that the living
prophet is more important... than a dead prophet" and added that "he
prophet maybe involved in civic matters." For some critics, this marked
Benson'sclear intention to have the church endorse right-wing political
candidates in the name of God.10«For others, it meant that Benson was a
"alseprophet"forcallouslydismissing the teachings of earlier prophets."

Scores of listeners expressed outrage over the address and flooded
the First Presidency with letters. Additionally, news outlets picked up
the story and criticized Benson for his blatant partisanship, !8 For Kim-
ball, who shunned conflict, Benson's divisive rhetoric posed a challenge
to the church. He had already "called in [Benson] several times to discuss
political statements he had made."o° Similarly, he refused to publish Ben-
son's1979general conference sermon in international church magazines,
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fearingit might impede church efforts to gain missionary access in com-
munistcountries.!"0 Benson's ill-advised BYU speech forced Kimball to
callBenson in once again. According to general authorities with direct
knowledgeof the afair, President Kimball asked Benson to apologize to
theQuorum of the Twelve but they "were dissatisfied with the response."
Theenfeebled president then instructed Benson to apologize again the
followingweek, this time to a combined meeting of all the general author-
ities.""The apostle also prepared a written apology to the public, though
it isnot clear if he delivered it.ll2
Benson'sBYU sermon was the last time he spoke exclusively in pub-

licabout politics or communism. The church president had chastised
him,indeed humiliated him, before his fellow general authorities. For
thegood of the church--and himself--Benson had the good sense to see
thatpolitical winds in the church were shifting.
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