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in 1844 joseph smith president of the church of jesus christ of
latter day saints ran for president of the united states at the april 1844
LDS general conference a call was made for volunteers to electioneer for
joseph to be the next president as heber C kimball put it 1 immediately
244 elders volunteered by the time the list of names was recorded in the
records of the church a week later the number approached 340 even more
elders eventually volunteered or were called to take up the cause 2 As part
oftheodtheof the campaign the quorum oftheodtheof the twelve scheduled public political con-
ferencesferen ces in each state these conferences were to be attended by members
of the twelve and the electioneers during the campaign 3

the electioneers prepared to leave as soon as possible wilford wood-
ruff and franklin D richards did all in their power to finish their red brick
homes before they left so they
could in good conscience leave
their families 4 heber C kimball
left for his mission worried about
his wife vilate who seemed to be
getting ill he later learned that she
was pregnant 5 abraham smoots
wife boarded the steamship osprey
with him accompanied him to his
berth and then bid him a sad
farewell 6 moses tracy asked if he
could take his wife nancy the
prophet told him that not only
could tracy take her but that she
would prove a blessing to him
indeed it was she who wrote an
account of their trip without
which we would know nothing of
his mission 7 some oftheodtheofthe election
eersaers knew politics others such as

heber C kimballKirnbanbaH steel engraving 1853heber C kimball had no interest frederick H piercy courtesy LDS church
in politics he said politics gave archives
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including their campaigning efforts their proselytizing activities the pro-
ceedingsceedings of the conferences they held and their work among the branches
oftheodtheof the church I1 will also discuss an inadvertent effect oftheodtheof the campaign the
twelve were protected from the mob violence that took the lives of joseph
and hyrum smith while many of the electioneers gave political
addresses and distributed copies of joseph smithssmitis platform in the main
their activities did more to strengthen the church than to present the
prophet to the nation as a presidential candidate

campaigning efforts
one of the purposes of the campaign made plain by the activities of

the electioneers was to put forward their prophet as a candidate for the
presidency oftheodtheof the united states 19 the electioneers held political conferences
and made an effort to present and distribute josephs platform which was
published in the pamphlet views ortheof the power and policy ortheof the government
ortheof the united states hereafter called views20views 20 this platform included such
measures as abolition through the federal government purchasing slaves
with the revenue from the sale of public lands21lands 21 prison reformreform2222 unity as
a nationnation2323 a national bankbank2424 the annexation of texas california and ore
gonagon25gon2 and the expansion of federal power 26

many of the electioneers did a great deal to promote the candidacy of
joseph smith lorenzo snow claimed the honor of giving the ist political
lecture that was ever delivered to the world in favor of joseph for the
presidency a lecture he delivered
on the steamer osprey while en
route to ohio the day after the april
1844 conference 27 ezra T benson
and norton jacob reported that
they appointed delegates to go to
their respective state conventions in
new jersey andmichigan on july i1
1844 at the state convention in
boston brigham young appointed
delegates to the baltimore national
conventionconvention2828 john D lee and
franklin D richards both re-
ported holding informal elec-
tions on a steamship as they left
nauvoo to electioneer in both
cases joseph smith received the

ezra T benson steels engraving 1853mostmostvoesbutncetheboatswerevotes but since the boats were frederick H piercy courtesy LDS church
largely filled with elders leaving on archives
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twenty two days after their presi-
dential candidate and prophet had
been killed 44

in addition to hunger fatigue
and illness the electioneers often
faced malaciousmalaceousmalacious hazards when
elders terry and nixon tried to
campaign the people threw to-
bacco at them took their copy of
views and tore it up 45 levi jack-
man and enoch burns also had
things thrown at them they were
even hit with a board and whipped
with a black snake whip 46 jacob
hamblin and his companion were
told that if they did not leave they jacob Harnhamblmharnblinhamblablinbiln date unknoucknounknown courtesy
would be tarred and feathered yet LDS church archives
said hamblin we still travaildtravailstravaild
about throu the diferant townes
preaching whare ever we could get the chance 47 and in an unspecified
very wicked place the people did not merely threaten elder mcginmagin they
tarred and feathered him 4841

in summary the electioneers did campaign they held political
meetings and some even had electors appointed for their respective states
the bulk of their campaigning effort involved presenting the prophets
views to the citizenry of the united states who on the whole seemed
impressed and pleased with this platform on the other hand many of the
elders did have difficulty campaigning and were sometimes severely
opposed yet the electioneers went on in their cause campaigned for joseph
smith and as will be shown did a great deal to strengthen the church

proselytizing activities

the electioneers did much more than merely campaign for joseph
smith one oftheodtheof the purposes oftheodtheof the candidacy which becomes obvious from
the journals of the campaigners was to proselytize by their own accounts
campaigning seemed secondary in comparison to the amount of time they
devoted to preaching for example william wommack riley who was
called to tennessee kept a day by day account of his activities of the
forty two sermons he recorded preaching only one an address given on
june 22 was politickalpolitickal11 it was followed by a debate the next day the rest
of his sermons were religious twentyfivetwenty five of them being on the first
principles of the gospel riley also delivered sermons about the book of
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doubt but you are one vilate believed that the mob wanted to kill
specific members of the twelve in addition to joseph and hyrum smith
although they were the principal two she wrote that she had no doubt
but hebersaebersHebers life will be sought she was sorry he had been called back to
nauvoo and prayed that the lord would give him wisdom to escape
their handshands121121

vilate s apprehensions seem even more valid in light of the circum-
stances of the martyrdom for who were at carthage jail with joseph and
hyrum all the members of the twelve and first presidency who were not
on missions in the east in another letter written a few days before the
martyrdom vilate told her husband oftheodtheof the smiths being taken to carthage
though worried about them she confided to her husband if you were
here you would be sure to be in their midst thiss would increase my
anxiety of cors 122 in faraway places such as boston the members of the
twelve were out oftheodtheof the reach oftheodtheof the carthage mob whether the mob would
have killed any of them or not the twelves illinois enemies never had the
opportunity because of the campaign the keys of the kingdom given to
the twelve by joseph smith were not lost and brigham young in particular
was preserved to lead the church for the next thirty years

conclusion the campaign and the kingdom
the number of electioneers and the political conferences called by

the twelve in 1844 have been repeatedly used as evidence that joseph smith
fully expected to obtain the presidential chair and that the electioneers
purpose therefore was to ensure this outcome but as has been demon-
stratedst the electioneers did not focus primarily on joseph smithssmitis candidacy
for most of their political rallies were not fundamentally political

so the question remains was the campaign merely a stratagem or a
ploy to proselytize and organize the branches of the church or was joseph
seriously seeking the presidential chair to a certain extent joseph smith
must have been running for office otherwise he would not have made the
effort to write views in addition the electioneers did some legitimate
campaigning mainly through publishing and publicizing the prophets
platform which gave serious and rational solutions to major problems
of the nation in joseph s day 123 the electioneers presented these solutions
to the people of the united states as the views of a prophet and the only
man they felt they could trust in politics As william hyde declared our
object was to vote for a man whom we knew to be our friend As we had
proven many and found them faith less and untrue to their trust and in
all respects unworthy of our confidence and the confidence of all good
men 124124121 the electioneers knew joseph to be a good and moral leader who
would not betray them or other citizens oftheodtheof the united states presenting his
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