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In 1844, Joseph Smith, President of The Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints, ran for president of the United States. At the April 1844
LDS general conference, a call was made for volunteers to “electioneer for
Joseph to be the next President,” as Heber C. Kimball put it.! Immediately,
244 elders volunteered. By the time the list of names was recorded in the
records of the Church a week later, the number approached 340. Even more
elders eventually volunteered or were called to take up the cause.? As part
of the campaign, the Quorum of the Twelve scheduled public political con-
ferences in each state. These conferences were to be attended by members
of the Twelve and the electioneers during the campaign.’

The electioneers prepared to leave as soon as possible. Wilford Wood-
ruff and Franklin D. Richards did all in their power to finish their red-brick
homes before they left so they
could, in good conscience, leave
their families.* Heber C. Kimball
left for his mission worried about
his wife, Vilate, who seemed to be
getting ill; he later learned that she
was pregnant.” Abraham Smoot’s
wife boarded the steamship Osprey
with him, accompanied him to his
berth, and then bid him a sad
farewell.® Moses Tracy asked if he
could take his wife, Nancy. The
Prophet told him that not only
could Tracy take her but that she
would “prove a blessing to him.”
Indeed, it was she who wrote an
account of their trip, without
which we would know nothing of
his mission.” Some of the election-

eers knew politics; others, such as

Heber C. Kimball, had no interest  1i€ber C. Kimball, steel engraving, 1853,
. . . .. Frederick H. Piercy. Courtesy LDS Church
in politics—he said politics gave
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including their campaigning efforts, their proselytizing activities, the pro-
ceedings of the conferences they held, and their work among the branches
of the Church. I will also discuss an inadvertent effect of the campaign: the
Twelve were protected from the mob violence that took the lives of Joseph
and Hyrum Smith. While many of the electioneers gave political
addresses and distributed copies of Joseph Smith’s platform, in the main,
their activities did more to strengthen the Church than to present the
Prophet to the nation as a presidential candidate.

Campaigning Efforts

One of the purposes of the campaign made plain by the activities of
the electioneers was to put forward their prophet as a candidate for the
presidency of the United States.’® The electioneers held political conferences
and made an effort to present and distribute Joseph’s platform, which was
published in the pamphlet Views of the Power and Policy of the Government
of the United States (hereafter called Views).?° This platform included such
measures as abolition through the federal government purchasing slaves
with the revenue from the sale of public lands;*! prison reform;** unity as
a nation;?’ a national bank;?* the annexation of Texas, California, and Ore-
gon;* and the expansion of federal power.?°

Many of the electioneers did a great deal to promote the candidacy of
Joseph Smith. Lorenzo Snow claimed the honor of giving “the 1st political
lecture that was ever delivered [to]| the world in favor of Joseph for the
Presidency, a lecture he delivered
on the steamer Osprey while en
route to Ohio the day after the April
1844 conference.?” Ezra T. Benson
and Norton Jacob reported that
they appointed delegates to go to
their respective state conventions in
New Jersey and Michigan. On July 1,
1844, at the state convention in
Boston, Brigham Young “appointed
delegates to the Baltimore national
convention.”?® John D. Lee and
Franklin D. Richards both re-
ported holding informal “elec-
tions” on a steamship as they left
Nauvoo to electioneer. In both
cases, Joseph Smith received the
most votes, but since the boats were

Ezra T. Benson, steel engraving, 1853,
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largely filled with elders leaving on A hives. ! !
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twenty-two days after their presi-
dential candidate and prophet had
been killed.*

In addition to hunger, fatigue,
and illness, the electioneers often
faced malacious hazards. When
Elders Terry and Nixon tried to
campaign, the people threw to-
bacco at them, took their copy of
Views, and tore it up.*> Levi Jack-
man and Enoch Burns also had
things thrown at them. They were
even hit with a board and whipped
with a black snake whip.*® Jacob
Hamblin and his companion were
told that if they did not leave they

Jacob Hamblin, date unknown. Courtesy
would be tarred and feathered; yet,  1.DS Church Archives.

said Hamblin, “we Still travaild
about throu the diferant Townes

preaching whare ever we could get the chance.”®” And in an unspecified
“very wicked place,” the people did not merely threaten Elder McGin; they
tarred and feathered him.*®

In summary, the electioneers did campaign. They held political
meetings, and some even had electors appointed for their respective states.
The bulk of their campaigning effort involved presenting the Prophet’s
Views to the citizenry of the United States, who on the whole seemed
impressed and pleased with this platform. On the other hand, many of the
elders did have difficulty campaigning and were sometimes severely
opposed. Yet the electioneers went on in their cause, campaigned for Joseph
Smith, and, as will be shown, did a great deal to strengthen the Church.

Proselytizing Activities

The electioneers did much more than merely campaign for Joseph
Smith: one of the purposes of the candidacy, which becomes obvious from
the journals of the campaigners, was to proselytize. By their own accounts,
campaigning seemed secondary in comparison to the amount of time they
devoted to preaching. For example, William Wommack Riley, who was
called to Tennessee, kept a day-by-day account of his activities. Of the
forty-two sermons he recorded preaching, only one, an address given on
June 22, was “politickal”; it was followed by a debate the next day. The rest
of his sermons were religious, twenty-five of them being on the first
principles of the gospel. Riley also delivered sermons about the Book of
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doubt but you are one.” Vilate believed that the mob wanted to kill
specific members of the Twelve in addition to Joseph and Hyrum Smith,
although they were the principal two. She wrote that she had “no doubt
but [Heber’s] life will be sought.” She was sorry he had been called back to
Nauvoo and prayed that “the Lord [would] give [him] wisdom, to escape
their hands.”**!

Vilate’s apprehensions seem even more valid in light of the circum-
stances of the Martyrdom. For who were at Carthage Jail with Joseph and
Hyrum—all the members of the Twelve and First Presidency who were not
on missions in the East. In another letter written a few days before the
Martyrdom, Vilate told her husband of the Smiths being taken to Carthage.
Though worried about them, she confided to her husband, “If you were
here, you would be sure to be in their midst. Thiss would increase my
anxiety of cors.”'** In faraway places such as Boston, the members of the
Twelve were out of the reach of the Carthage mob. Whether the mob would
have killed any of them or not, the Twelve’s Illinois enemies never had the
opportunity because of the campaign. The keys of the kingdom, given to
the Twelve by Joseph Smith, were not lost, and Brigham Young in particular
was preserved to lead the Church for the next thirty years.

Conclusion: The Campaign and the Kingdom

The number of electioneers and the “political” conferences called by
the Twelve in 1844 have been repeatedly used as evidence that Joseph Smith
fully expected to obtain the presidential chair and that the electioneers’
purpose therefore was to ensure this outcome. But as has been demon-
strated, the electioneers did not focus primarily on Joseph Smith’s candidacy,
for most of their political rallies were not fundamentally political.

So the question remains: Was the campaign merely a stratagem or a
ploy to proselytize and organize the branches of the Church, or was Joseph
seriously seeking the presidential chair? To a certain extent, Joseph Smith
must have been running for office; otherwise, he would not have made the
effort to write Views. In addition, the electioneers did some legitimate
campaigning, mainly through publishing and publicizing the Prophet’s
platform, which gave serious and rational solutions to major problems
of the nation in Joseph’s day.'*> The electioneers presented these solutions
to the people of the United States as the Views of a prophet and the only
man they felt they could trust in politics. As William Hyde declared, “Our
object was to vote for a man whom we knew to be our friend—As we had
proven many and found them faith less, and untrue to their trust—and in
all respects unworthy of our confidence and the confidence of all good
men.”'** The electioneers knew Joseph to be a good and moral leader who
would not betray them or other citizens of the United States. Presenting his
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