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I have already explained to the department my motives for opening 
farms in Deep Creek and Ruby valleys, and think it unnecessary to 
reiterate them. I returned, two weeks ago, from a visit to these farms 
and the Indians in that region. I met man? small bands on my way 
to and from those valleys, and some at the farms. 

The farms are well located, on a rich soil, and some of the Indians 
have worked well, and many more manifest a desire to do so as soon as 
they can be fed. To work and hare to hunt food elsewhere is imprac- 
ticable. We could not furnish food to all those who ahowedanauxiety 
to work. This difficulty, I trust, will be obviated next year. 

There were about twenty-five acres of  heat on each farm, and it 
appeared more promising than any I hare seen elsewhere in this Terri- 
tory. There was a good prospect also for potatoes, beets, onions, 
turnips, melons, &c. 

This is the first effort to introduce agricultural labor among the 
Sho-sho-nes, and the result is satisfactory; showing evidently that these 
Indians only want an opportunity to work. 

I have heretofore, in letters to the department, and alsoin this report, 
adverted to the distressed condition of the Indians in this Territory gen- 
erally, attributable to their having been dispossessed by the whites of 
the land which produced for them the elements of life, and as yet they 
have received no remuneration for any of their lands. 

What, under the circumstances, is to be done? The Indians must 
have assistance from some source, or steal, or starve. The extension 
of the farming system is, in my opinion, the proper remedy. 

The five hrms already alluded to have afforded much material aid 
to many Indians. Three additional general reservations, jpdiciously 
located and properly managed, with congressional intervent~on to au- 
thorize the absolute concentration of the Indians on the contemplated 
reservations, would obviate the difficulty. This does not include the 
Indians in the Carson agency. 

A liberal appro riation for one year, say $150,000, would enable me 
to provide farms ? or all the Indians in the Territory not already pro- 
vided for, and to defray all the other necessary expenses of this super- 
intendency. 

MOUNTAIN MEADOW MASSACRE. 

A company of emigrants from Arkansas, emigrating to California, 
arrived and camped a t  a spring in the west end of Mountain Meadow 
valley, on the 3d or 4th September, 1857.. On the 9th of said month, 
and near the said spring, one hundred and fifteen to one hundred and 
twenty were inhumanly massacred. The lives of seventeen children 
were spared, who were from two months to seven years old. This 
massacre was brought to my official notice by aletter from the Honor- 
able C. E. Mix, received June, 1858, instructing me to make inquiry, 
and recover, if possible, certain children, who, it was supposed, were 
saved from the massacre and were supposed to be living with Mor- 
mons and Indians. Sixteen of the surviving children were collected 
in July, 1858, and were placed in a respectable family in Santa Clara, 
350 miles south of this city, and were provided for by my directions. 

24 I 
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The seventeenth child was recovered last April. None of the children 
were claimed by or were living with or among the Indians. They 
were taken from the field of slaughter the evening of the day their 
friends were killed, and conveyed in a wagon to Mr. Hamblin's house, 
in the east end of the valley, by John D. Lee and Daniel Tullis, and 
perhaps others. The following day the children were divided out and 
placed in different Mormon families, in Cedar City, Harmony, Santa 
Clara, &c., from whence they were collected, in pursuance of my di- 
rections. 

A massacre of such unparalleled magnitude, on American soil, must 
sooner or later demand thorough investigation. I have availed myself, 
during the last tmelve months, of every opportunity to obtain reliable 
information about the said emigrant company, and the alleged causes 
of and circumstances which led to their treacherous sacrifice. 

Mormons have been accused of aiding the Indians in the commission 
of this crime. I commenced my inquiries without prejudice or selfish 
motive, and with a hope that, in the progress of my inquiries, facts 
mould enable me to exculpate all white men from any participation in 
this tragedy, and saddle the guilt exclusively upon tbe Indians ; but, 
unfortunately, every step in my inquiries satisfied me that the Indians 
acted only a secondary part. Conflicting statements were made to me 
of the behavior of this emigrant company, while traveling through the 
Territory. I have accordingly deemed it a matter of material im- 
portance to make strict inquiry to obtain reliable information on this 
snbject ; not that bad conduct on their part could in any degree pal- 
liate the enormity of the crime, or be regarded as any extenuation. 
My object mas common justice to the surviving orphans. The result 
of my inquiries enables me to say that the company conducted them- 
selves with propriety. They were camped several days at Corn creek, 
Fillmore valley, adjacent to one of our Indian farms. 

Persons have informed me that, whilst there camped, they poisoned 
a large spring with arsenic, and the meat of a dead ox with strichnine. 
This ox died, nnqucstionably, from eating s poisonous weed, which 
grows in most of the valleys here. Persons in the southern part of 
the Territory told me last spring, when on a sonthkrn trip, that from 
fifteen to twenty Pall-vant Indians (of those on Corn Creelr farm) died 
from drinking the water of the poisoned spring and eating of the 
poisoned meat. Other equally unreasonable stories were told me 
about these unfortunate people. 

That an emigrant company, as respectable as I believe this was, 
would carry along several pounds of arsenic and strichnine,al)parently 
for no other purpose than to poison cattle andIndians, is too mlprobable 
to be true. I cannot learn that the Pah-vants had any difficulty with 
these people. The massacre took place only about one hundred miles 
south of Corn creek, and yet not any of those Indians were present. 
Bad white men have magnified anatural cause to aid them in exciting 
the southern Indians, hoping that, by so doing, they could be relied 
upon to exterminate the said company and escape detection themselves. 
Thus, on thc Monday morning subsequent to the Friday, 4th or 5th 
of September, the day they camped at the spring, the Indians com- 
menced firing upon them, and continued daily until and during the 
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eighth day of their encamping, but without accom lishing much. 
Several were killed, however, and a few wounded. 6 hen the com- 
pany first apprehended a n  attack, they formed a corral with their 
wagons, and filled up with earth to the wagon-beds, which made a 
protective fort. White men were present and directed the Indians. 
John D. Lee, of Earmony, told me, in  his own house, last April, in 
presence of two persons, that he was present three successive days 
during the fight, and was present during the fatal day. The Indians 
alone made their last attack on the 8th of September. On the 9th, 
John D. Lee, and others whose names I gare in my letter of the 23d 
ultimo, displayed a white flag, and approached the corral with two 
wagons, and had a long interview uith the company, and proposed a 
compromise. What there occurred has not transpired. The emigrant 
company gave up all their arms, with the expectation that their lives 
would be spared and they be conducted back to Panther creek and 
Cedar city. The old women, children, and wounded, were taken in 
the wagons, and the company proceeded towards Panther creek, when 

I 
suddenly, a t  a signal, the work of death commenced, about one and a 
half miles from the spring, at a place where there was about an acre 
of scrub-oak brush. Here not less, I think, than one hundred and 
fifteen men, woman, and children, were slaughtered by white men and 
Indians. Three men got out of the valley, two of whom were soon 
overtaken and killed; the other reached Muddy creck, over fifty miles 
off, and was overtaken and killed by several Indians and one white 
man. 

Thus terminated the most extensive and atrocious massacre recorded 
in American history. Whoever may have been the perpetrators of 
this horrible deed, no doubt exists in my mind that they were influ- 
enced chiefly by a determination to acquire wealth by robbery. I t  is 
in evidence, from respectable sources, that material changes have 
taken place in the pecuniary condition of certain individuals suspected 
of complicity in this affair. It is to be regretted that no well-directed 
effort has been made to bring the guilty to trial and punishment. I 
furnished to the proper officials the names of some of the persons who, 
I had reason to suppose, mere instigators and participators in this 
unparalleled massacre, and also with the names of witnesses. 

It was my intention to visit the southern portion of the Territory 
early last fall, for the purpose of bringing to this city the surviving 
children; but the public interest, the safety of emigrants, and of tbe 
United States mail, then carried on the northern California road, 

1 required my resence among the Indians in the Hnmboldt Valley, 
, which place f visited in September and October, 1855. Upon my 

return from that region, the weather mas too inclement to travel, with 
so many little children, nortbwardly. 

I started as early this spring as practicable, and arrived back with 
the children the beginning of May. It is proper to remark that when 

I 
I obtained the children they mere in a better condition than children 
generally in the settlements in mltich they lived. 

Inpnrsnanceof instructions, I started fifteenof the surviving cliildren 
the 29th of last June for Leavenloorth City, nudcr the general super- 
vision of Major Whiting, United States army, and special care of 
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several females. When I leave for the States, under your authority, 
I will take with me the two boys, who, a t  the time of the massacre, 
were, respectively, six and seven years old, and who were detained 
here by the United States attorney general in the hope that important 
facts for testimony might be elicited from them. 

It is proper, in connection with the foregoing, to state that this 
emigrant party, previous to the massacre, was in possession of a large 
quantity of property, consisting of horses, mules, oxen, wagons, and 
other valuables, as well as money, clothing, &c., not one particle of 
which has been satisfactorily accounted for, and which, in my opinion, %, 

was distributed among the white inhabitants who participated in this 
affair. 

I i O R T r n N  DIFRIOULTP. 

On the 3d of August last, I received a letter from a reliable person 
in Box Elder, in the extreme northern part of the Territory, advising 
me that an emigrant train had been attacked by Indians on Sublet's 
Cut-off, in Oregon; that the Indians had brought into the settlements 
horses, mules, cattle, and other property, which tbey attempted to sell 
to the inhabitants, but without success. 

Upon the receipt of this information, I addressed a note to his excel- 
lency, Governor Cumming, requesting that a military force be 
dispatched without delay to that point, and proceeded myself imme- 
diately to Box Elder. Upon my arrival, I learned that the Indians 
had fled with their stolen property, and had gone north, through 
Cache Valley, towards Bear River lake. I was subsequently advised 
by his excellency, the governor, that General Johnston, commander 
of this department, had ordered a company of dragoons to repair to the 
northern settlements. I have no information relative to the character 
of the orders issued by General Johnston to the officer in command of 
this detachment. 

I was further advised by his excellency that the general in command 
of this denartment had notified him that the military force had been 
ordered dorth, not in consequence of his official reqiisition, but as a 
matter of public service, based upon what seemed to be reliable informa- 
tion. I therefore inferred that the general in command had assumed 
the exclnsive control of all matters connected with these Indian out- 
breaks, and acted in virtue of his command of the army in this Ter- 
ritory. Under the circnmstances, I deemed it proper to return to this 
city, where my presence seemed more likely to promote the public 
interest, than by remaining where my official authority, to say the 
least, was considered questionable. 

Soon after my return, I met Lieutenant Gay, who was in command 
of the company of dragoons above alluded to, who was then elz route 
t o  the north. Our interview was entirely unofficial, he malting no 
report to me in relation to his orders. 

Under the circumstances, however, I deemed it my duty to furnish 
him with every item of information that might facilitate him in operat- 
ing successfully against the hostile Indians. I have been informed 
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funofficiallv~ that Lieutenant Gav had a 'skirmish with a nartv of . d - -  
indians nea; Box Elder. 

This officer subsequently formed a junction with Major Lynde, who, 
in command of four companies of United States troops, was on his 
return march from the Humboldt river and Goose Creek mountain. 

Since that time, I have learned that another train has been attacked 
and destroyed, near Marsh creek, in Oregon. 

After inquiry on this subject, I am induced to believe that the parties 
who have committed these outrages are renegades from the Bannacks 
of Oreaon and Sho-sho-nes: depredations of a similar character have 
been chmi t t ed  by these outlams for many years. 

I presume the proper department will consider it necessary to estab- 
lish permanent posts between Fort Hall and the Goose Creek mountains. 

The Sho-sho-ne Indians of the Humboldt and the Goose Creek moun- 
tains, and who claim a home in Utah Territory, have not committed 
any depredations since my visit among them last fall. It is quite 
obvious to me that the Rannack Indians of Oregon have instigated 
all the northern difficulties: and that the Sho-sho-nes of this Territory 
are only performing a secoddary part. 

Robert B. Jarvis, Esa.. a~uointed Indian agent for Utah in October. , A ,  A. 

1858, entered upon his official duties ~ a n u a G  1, 1859, and, in p u r s i  
ance of my instructions, he visited Deep creek and Ruby valleys last 
March and April, to determine upon the practicability of commencing 
an Indian farm in each of those valleys for different portions of Sho- 
sho-nes Indians.. Mr. Jarvis reaimecl June 30. 1859. 

Andrew Eumphreys, Esq., suc&ssor to ~ g e i t  Garland Hurt, whose 
commission expired in August, 1858, arrived here last June, and 
entered on the duties of his office on the 1st July last. 

I remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
J. FORNEY, 

Superintendent Indian Affairs U. T. 
Hon. A. B. GREENWOOD, 

Commissioner Indian A#airs, Washington, D. C. 

No. 175. 

Oxmm INDIAN AGENT, 
Carson Valley, U. T., January 4, 1859. 

SIR: I n  accordance with 70x11. instructions to me, dated Humbolt 
valley, October 6 and 7, 1858, I beg to submit to you the following 
facts in relation to the Indians within this agency. As near as I 
can ascertain a t  present, the Pah-nte nation numbers some 6,000 
souls. I have seen and given presents to 3,735, which are located as 
follows : 

Wun-a-muc-a (The Giver) &.the head chief of the nation. He 
generally stays on Smoke creek, near Honey lake; his family and 
small band that stay with him number 155; Sau Joaquin's band 
stays in Carson valley, at the forks of that river, and numbers 170 ; 
Had-sa-poke's (Horse Stopper) band stays a t  Gold cafion, on Carson 
river, and numbers 110 ; Wa-hi's (Fox) band stays at what is known 


