
Supplement
to the

New and Everlasting

Covenant of Marriaģe

An Interpretation of

CELESTIAL MARRIAGE
PLURAL MARRIAGE

PRIESTHOOD

By

J. W.MUSSER
of

Salt Lake City, Utah

With
J, L. BROADBENT

As Collaborator



NEW & EVERLASTING COVENANT OF MARRIAGE 5$

ciple soon the keys will be turned against us, for if we do
not keep the same law that our Heavenly Father has we
cannot go with Him. The word of the Lord to us was that
if we did not obey that law we could not go where our
Heavenly Father dwelt. A man obeying a lower law is
not qualified to preside over those who keep a higher law."

W. Woodruff said he was glad the Quorum of the
Twelve and Seventies were now to be filled, and said that
the reason why the Church and Kingdom of God could not
progress if we did not receive the Patriarchal Law of Mar
riage is that it belonged to this dispensation as well as the
Baptism for the dead and any law or ordinance that be-
longs to this dispensation must be received by the Members

The leading men of
Israel who are presiding over Stakes will have to obey the
of the Church, or it cannot progress.

Law of Abraham, or they will have to stop.

erative companies for handling machinery, wagons, etc.
Moses Thatcher spoke upon the establishment of coop-

George Q. Cannon spoke upon the manufacturing of
wagons, etc.

E. Snow said that Joseph Smith said that the parable
that Jesus spoke of that the man who had one talent and
hid it in the earth was the man who had but one wife and
would not take another, would have her taken from him and
given to one who had more.

STATEMENTS OF LORIN C. WOOLLEY AND
DANIELR. BATEMAN

As the authenticity of the revelation received by Presi-
dent John Taylor in 1886, is brought into question by Presi-
dent Ivins' attempt to disprove it, and which revelation he
claims could have no standing since it had not been received
by the Church, we herewith present the statement of Elder
Lorin C. VWoolley, verifed by Elder Daniel Bateman, with
oroper verification oaths. Since much controversy has arisen
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with reference to the genuineness of this revelation, this
document will be found of inestimable value to the think-
ingmembership of the Church:

Given at Salt Lake City, Utah, September 22, 1929. With
reference to the Revelation of September 27, 1886, on
the subject of Celestial or Plural Marriage, which Rev-
elation was given by the Lord to President John Taylor.

Present: Lorin C. WVoolley, Daniel R. Bateman, John
Y. Barlow, J. Leslie Broadbent and J. W. Musser. Prayer
was offered by John Y, Barlow.

Lorin C. Woolley related the following:
While the brethren were at the Carlisle residence in

May or June of 1886, letters began to come to President
John Taylor from such men as John Sharp, Horace Eldredge,
Wiliam Jennings, John T. Caine, Abraham Hatch, Presi
dent Cluff and many other leading men from all over the
Church, asking the leaders to do something, as the Gentiles
were talking of confiscating their property in connection
with the property of the Church.

These letters not only came from those who were liv
ing in the Plural Marriage relation, but also from prominent
men who were presiding in various offices of the Church
who were not living in that relation. They all urged that
something be done to satisfy the Gentiles so that their prop-
erty would not be confiscated.

George Q. Cannon on his own initiative selected a com
mittee comprising himself, Hyrum B. Clawson, Franklin S.
Richards, John T. Caine and James Jack to get up astate
ment or Manifesto that would meet the objections urged
by the brethren above named. They met from time to
time to discuss the situation. From the White home, where
President Taylor and companions stopped, after leaving the
Carlisle home, they came out to father's. George Q. Car
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non would go and consult with the brethren of the com
mittee, I taking him back and forth each day.

On September 26, 1886, George Q. Cannon, Hyrum B.
Clawson, Franklin S. Richards, and others, met with Presi-
dent John Taylor at my father's residence at Centerville,
Davis County, Utah, and presented a document for Presi-
dent Taylor's consideration.

I had just got back from a three days' trip, during most
of which time I had been in the saddle, and being greatly
fatigued, I had retired to rest.

Between one and two o'clock P. M., Brother Bateman
came and woke mne up and asked me to be at my father's
home where a Manifesto was to be discussed. I went there
and found there were congregated Samuel Bateman, Charles
H. Wilkins, L. John Nuttall, Charles Birrell, George Q.
Cannon, Franklin S. Richards and Hyrum B. Clawson.

We discussed the proposed Manifesto at length, but we
were unable to become united in the discussion. Finally
George Q. Cannon suggested that President Taylor take the
matter up with the Lord and decide the same the next day.

Brothers Clawson and Richards, were taken back to
Salt Lake. That evening I was called to act as guard during
the frst part of the night, notwithstanding the fact that I
was greatly fatigued on account of the three days' trip I
had just completed.

The brethren retired to bed sOon after nine o'clock. The
sleeping rooms were inspected by the guard as was the cus

Thetom. President Taylor's room had n0 outside door.
windows were heavily screened.

Sometime after the brethren retired and while I was
reading the Doctrine and Covenants, I was suddenly at
tracted to a light appearing under the door leading to Pres
ident Taylor's room, and was at once startled to hear the
voices of men talking there. There were three distinct voices.
I was bewildered because it was my duty to keep people out
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of that room and evidently someone had entered without my
knowing it. I made a hasty examination and found the door
leading to the room bolted as usual. I then examined the out-
side of the house and found all the window screens intact.
While examining the last window, and feeling greatly agi-
tated, a voice spoke to me, saying, "Can't you feel the Spir-
it? Why should you worry?"

At this I returned to my post and continued to hear the
voices in the room. They were so audible that although 1
did not see the parties I could place their positions in the
room from the sound of the voices. The three voices con
tinued until about midnight, when one of them left, and the
other two continued. One of them I recognized as Presi-
dent John Taylor's voice. I called Charles Birrell and we
both sat up until eight o'clock the next morning.

When President Taylor came out of his room about
eight o'clock of the morning of September 27, 1886, we
could scarcely look at him on account of the brightness of
his personage.

He stated, "Brethren, I have had a very pleasant con-
versation all night with Brother Joseph." (Joseph Smith) I
said, "Boss, who is the man that was there until midnight?"
He asked, "What do you know about it, Lorin?" I told him
all about my experience. He said, "Brother Lorin, that was
your Lord"

We had no breakfast, but assembled ourselves in a
meeting. I forget who opened the meeting. I was called to
offer the benediction. I think my father, John w. Woolley,
offered the opening prayer. There were present, at this
meeting, in addition to President Taylor, George Q. Can-
non, L. John Nuttall, John W. Woolley, Samuel Bateman,
Charles H. wilkins, Charles Birrell, Daniel R. Bateman,
Bishop Samuel Sedden, George Earl, my mother, Julia E.
Woolley, my sister, Amy Woolley, and myself. The meet
ing was held from about nine o'clock in the morning until
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five in the afternoon without intermission, being about eight
hours in all.

President Taylor called the meeting to order. He had the
Manifesto, that had been prepared under the direction of
George Q. Cannon, read over again. Then he put each
person under covenant that he or she would defend the
principle of Celestial or Plural Marriage, and that they
would consecrate their lives, liberty and property to this
end, and that they personnally would sustain and uphold
that principle.

By that time we were all illed with the Holy Ghost.
President Taylor and those present occupied about three
hours up to this time. After placing us under covenant, he
placed his finger on the document, his person rising from
the floor about a foot or eighteen inches, and with counten-
ance animated by the Spirit of the Lord, and raising his
right hand to the square, he said, "Sign that document,-
never! I would suffer my right hand to be severed from my
body first. Sanction it,-never ! I would suffer my tongue
to be torn from its roots in my mouth before I would sanc
tion it!"

After that he talked for about an hour and then sat
down and wrote the revelation which was given him by
the Lord upon the question of Plural Marriage (which rev
elation follows this statement). Then he talked to us for
some time, and said, "Some of you will be handled and os
tracized and be cast out from the Church by your brethren
because of your faithfulness and integrity to this principle,
and some of you may have to surrender your lives because

ihe same, but woe, woe, unto those who shall bring these
wubles upon you." (Three of us were handled and ostra-
cized for supporting and sustaining this principle. There are
only three left who were at the meeting mentioned-Daniel
R. Bateman, George Earl and myself. So far as I know those

them who have passed away all stood firm to the cov
enantsentered into from that day to the day of their deaths.)
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After the meeting referred to, President Taylor had L.
John Nuttall write five copies of the revelation. He called
five of us together: Samuel Bateman, Charles H. Wilkins,
George Q. Cannon, John W. Woolley, and my self.

He then set us apart and placed us under covenant that
while we lived we would see to it that no year passed by
without children being born in the principle of plural
marriage. We were given authority to ordain others if nec-
essary to carry this work on, they in turn to be given au
thority to ordain others when necessary, under the direc
tion of the worthy senior (by ordination), so that there
should be no cessation in the work. He then gave each of us
a copy of the Revelation.

I am the only one of the five now living, and so far as
I know all five of the brethren remained true and faithful
to the covenants they entered into, and to the responsibilities
placed upon them at that time.

During the eight hours we were together, and while
President Taylor was talking to us, he frequently arose and
stood above the floor, and his countenance and being were
enveloped by light and glory that it was dificult for usSO

to look upon him.
He stated that the document, referring to the Manifesto,

was, from the lower regions. He stated that many of the
things he had told us we would forget and they would be
taken from us, but that they would return to us in due
time as needed, and from this fact we would know that the
same was from the Lord. This has been literally fulfilled.
Many of the things I forgot, but they are coming to me
gradually, and those things that come to me are as clear as
on the day on which they were given.

President Taylor said that the time would come when
many of the Saints would apostatize because of this prin
cuple. He said "one-half of this people will apostatize over
the principle for which we are now in hiding, yea, and pos
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sibly onehalf of the other half" (rising off the floor while
making this statement). He also said the day will come
when a document similar to that (Manifesto) then under
consideration would be adopted by the Church, following
which "apostacy and whoredom would be rampant in the
Church."

He said that in the time of the seventh president of this
Church, the Church would go into bondage both tempor-
ally and spiritually and in that day (the day of bondage) the
One Mighty and Strong spoken of in the 85th Section of the
Doctrine and Covenants would come.

Among many other things stated by President Taylor
on this occasion was this: "I would be surprised if ten per
cent of those who claim to hold the Melchisedek Priesthood
will remain true and faithful to the Gospel of the Lord
Jesus Christ, at the time of the seventh president, and that
there would be thousands that think they hold the Priest-
hood at that time, but would not have it properly conferred
upon them.

John Taylor set the five mentioned apart and gave them
authority to perform marriage ceremonies, and also to set
others apart to do the same thing as long as they remained
on the earth; and while doing so, the Prophet Joseph Smith
stood by directing the proceedings. Two of us had not
the Prophet Joseph Smith in his mortal lifetime, and we
Charles H. Wilkins and myselfwere introduced to him and
shook hands with him.

(Signed) LORIN C. WOOLLEY.

Daniel R. Bateman, being present while the above ex
perience was related by Brother Woolley, testified as fol-
lows:

privileged to be at the meeting of September 27,
1886, spoken of by Brother Woolley, I myself acting as one
of the guards for the brethren during those exciting times.
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The proceedings of the meeting, as related by Brother
Wolley, are correct in every detail. I was not present when
the fve spoken of by Brother Woolley were set apart for spe-
cial work, but have on different occasions heard the details of
the same related by both Lorin C. Woolley and John W.
Woolley, and from all the circumstances with which I am
familiar, I frmly believe the testimony of these two breth-
ren to be true.

(Signed)

STATE OF UTAH.
County of Salt Lake

J. Leslie Broadbent, John Y. Barlow and J. W. Muser,
being each duly sworn, on oath, depose and say, that the
above and foregoing four pages, constitute a full, true and
correct copy of a signed statement of Lorin C. Woolley and
Daniel R. Bateman, made in their presence, as the statement
purports, September 22, 1929.

J. LESLIE BROADBENT
JOHN Y. BARLOW
J. W. MUSSER

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 4th day of May,
1934.

(Seal) ANNA M. HILL,
Notary Public of Salt Lake City, Utah.

REVELATION TO PRESIDENT JOHN TAYLOR
Given at the Home of John W. Woolley, Centerville, Utah,

September 27, 1886

My son John, you have asked me concerning the New
and Everlasting Covenant and how far it is binding upon my
people; thus saith the Lord. All commandments that I give
must be obeyed by those calling themselves by my name,

DANIEL R. BATEMAN.

SS.
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unless they are revoked by me or by my authority, and how
can I revoke an everlasting covenant, for I the Lord am ever
lasting and my everlasting covenants cannot be abrogated
nor done away with, but they stand forever.

Have I not given my word in great plainness on this
subject? Yet have not great numbers of my people been neg-
ligent in the observance of my law and the keeping of my
commandments, and yet have I borne with them these many
years; and this because of their weakness -because of the
perilous times, and furthermore it is more pleasing to me that
men should use their free agency in regard to these matters.
Nevertheless, I the Lord do not change and my word and
my covenants and my law do not, and as I have heretofore
said by my servant Joseph: All those who would enter into
my glory MUST AND SHALL obey my law. And have I
not commanded men that if they were Abraham's seed and
would enter into my glory, they must do the works of Abra-
ham? I have not revoked this law, nor will I, for it is ever-
lasting, and those who will enter into my glory must obey
the conditions thereof; even so, Amen.

While copying the revelation of 1880 from the journals
of Wilford Woodruff, Elder Musser also copied other items
which included the revelation of the Lord to Wilford Wood-
ruff of 1889, in which President Woodruff was told, in
substance, not to surrender to the enemy. For the reader's
full infomation this revelation of 1889 is here given, togeth-
er with introductory journal entry:

Woodruff Revelation, 1889
November 24th, 1889

Attended a meeting with the lawyers at the Gardo
(house) in the evening. They wanted me to make some con
cession to the court upon Polygamy and other points, and I
spent several hours alone and inquired of the Lord and re-
ceived the following:
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COMMENTS
"A Leaf in Revie" cogently sets forth the history and

gradual yet sure apostacy of the Mormon Church from the
original doctrines and ordinances of the Gospel as taught
throughJosephSmith ** -An Editor.

"The book (Leaf in Review) should become a Church
classic. I only hope it will be read generally by the Saints
now groping in darkness. Its message is definite and vital.
* * * You have performed a distinct service to the cause."

-A Latter-daySaintLeader.

"Have completed the reading of your Book -Leaf in
ReviewH have so many places marked for re-reading, that
I am going to read the Book again."-An Author and
Critic.
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