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ous matter of this book. It has been kept tq t'he last and given separ-
ate treatment because of its centrality. Sacrifice may in fact be said tq
have been the central fact in Aztec life.

The Origins of War

The Aztecs were fascinated by the subject of war. It molded many,
perhaps most, of their institutions. It pervaded the social forms of
their daily living and influenced the iconography which surrounded
them. It colored the education of their young. It defined manhood
and, by consequence, virtue. This absorption of Aztec culture in an
ambient of war is clearly pointed out in their mythology.

Put summarily, war was created by the gods and came down from
above? There are several versions of this divine act which we have
briefly noted before. A song composed by the great ruler Axayacatl in
the middle days of the empire expresses this fact poetically:

The flower death [war] came down to earth. It came here;
It had been created in Tlapallan3

The most sophisticated version of the myth of the origin of war tells
how, in the beginning, the four creator gods paused before creating
the sun, for they knew that such a supreme act would be vain and
foolish if they did not give thought to what the sun might require to
eat once he was created. And, because blood and hearts alone could
satisfy such a hero as the sun, they decided to create war. which
would provide that fare in abundance. Still, it took them ’Ewo full
years precedent to the creation of the sun to call forth such a mighty
system as war. Where the Aztecs assigned the creation of wargto a

single god, that god is either Mixcoatl or Tezcatj

thegformer we know that the war between the ;til‘l’zol\sl?ﬁjizcthe caget }?f
Four Hundred was the first of all wars. And when we shi f?(aﬁ_am he
Chichimec mythology to that of the late Toltecs we find T OFI the
acting in Tula in the person of his avatar the Enemy. Ag l()eant ipoca
tzalcoatl had been ruling in Tula, humans had not} S Sazglf as gue-
implication there had been no war, only a reign of iy rBlced, by
tzalcoatl’s humiliation and exile at the hands of TeZCat]i. ut Que-
free rein to the latter, who as the Enemy stirred mep, i fupoca gave
struction. By the year 13 Reed, as the gre?t Capit.al of Tul I’V{aanéi. c.le-
tegrating, war had become an all-consuming activity 4 s disin-

The three versions of the origin of war presenteq above are
not
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alike, The ¢
) " ‘e first one wherej
o _ .One, wherein war : ,

- €Xercige which surely came ¢ E of thon the sun pimself, is a oyt

138 towarg a4 & ut of the calmecac, for it has 4 strong

nal understandine- it o -
me.rel)'z o state e g Ty Ing: it wishes to explain warfare, not
Chichimec myth w '

the creation of the fifth sun5This told how in that early time the eagle
and the jaguar contended for the honor of being the sun. The eagle
was the first to hurl himself into the pyre and thus became the sun.
The jaguar followed and became the moon, the spots on his coat re-
calling the incompleteness of his immolation. No doubt this myth
was the property of the eagle and jaguar orders and validated their
exclusive standing in Aztec society.

All such mythological justifications for war and explanations of its
origins help us understand the several historic levels involved in Az-
tec militarism: that of Teotihuacan, that of the Toltecs, and that of the
Chichimecs. But, more important for our purposes, they point out
the ineluctable quality of war for the Aztecs. While war was indeed
an activity of men, it was still nothing men could choose to do or not

to do. It was simply incumbent upon them.

Aatec Concepts of War

the Usual term for war among the Aztecs was yaoyot!, which means
(l)lrg hly “the warrior’s business.” There was, however, anozher;_l;h




