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Chapter5
CANNIBALISM
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AOOVE:Another heart extraction taking place on an altar. Image from Diego

vudnsHistoriadelosIndiosdeNuevaEspañaeIslasde laTierraFirme.

Peter

stoneflat upo their back and open them through the short ribs,
Dluckingout the heart, and with the blood they anoint their lips and

im inthismanner to be eaten. The hands and feet are both given to
oeards..after that they

Martyralso wrote, "They stretch out either kind of sacrifice on a

Cut him into small pieces and being cut, divide



the king, the heart to the priest. The wives and children, who
ought to have them get parts and the thighs are divided to thenobi
and the rest of the pieces to the people.
trophy...

bylo
nobility,

hung up 050
The heads ar

In his book,TheTrue History of the Conquest ofMexico,BernalDi
del Castillo, a foot soldier in Hernando Cortés's army and an

eyewitness to many Aztec sacrifices, describes seeing hiscomrade:
who had been captured in a recent battle, being dragged by forceup
the steps of the temple of Coatepec by Aztec warriors and priests.To
the sound of the drums of the war god, Huitzilopochtli, and thesound;
of shell and horn trumpets, the Aztecs dressed their captives in
costumes and forced them to dance before the god. Next, Díazsays,
the Aztecs lay the Spaniards "on their backs on some rather narrow
stones which had been prepared as places for sacrifice, and withsome
knives, they sawed open their chests and drew out their palpitating
hearts and offered them to the idols that were there." Afterwards,the
victims were rolled back down to the bottom of the steps whereritual
experts "cut off their arms and feet and flayed the skin off thefaces,
and prepared it afterward like glove leather with the beards on, and
kept those for the festivals when they celebrated drunken orgiesand
the flesh they ate in chilimole"

Above: The choice cuts, as shown in the Florentine Codex.

82



83

cahagun wrote, "tney gatnered together the sacrificial victime
they had tin them, they cut them to pieces there and cookedthem.
They put squash blossoms with their flesh... then the noblemen ate

all the high judges: but not the common folk, only the rulers."

Above:Cooking the victim's body parts. Image from Sahagun's Florentine
Codex.

Above: An arm ready to eat.
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Above: The victim's body parts were divided and eaten. Image tromthe
Magliabechiano Codex.

Sahagunwrote of the Aztec, "They say the flesh tastes like pork ad
theylike it verymuch, and that is why they like pork so much."

d theMartyrwrote of the Maya, "They eat the brawn of the arms and
fleshyparts of the thighs and the calves of the legs."

In 1586, Juan de Morales Vicencio wrote how he and his Te
Spaniards came across the remains of a sacrificial victim
LacandonMayahad eaten. He wrote that they found the body
youngboy,whose left forearm was stripped of flesh from the wi
to the elbow. Later, they found aSpanish soldier's body in the saiecondition.

of a

In the ruinsof the LatePost-ClassicMaya community of San Gervasio
onCozumelIsland,archaeologists discovered a deposit of butchered

fellow
the
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under a platform. The feet andhandshadbeensawn
human bon

awayfrom the meat-bearing limbs

Above: Sharing the body parts.


