Chapter 5
CANNIBALISM
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bove: Another heart extraction taking place on an altar.
slas de la Tierra Firme.
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rMartyr also wrote, “They stretch out eith
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pluc/f,',{lat upon their back and open them through the short ribs,
g out the heart, and with the blood they anoint their lips and
ces and being cut, divide
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s manner to be eaten. The hands and feet aré both given to

T




82 !

the king, the heart to the priest. The wives and children, wp, by, |
ought to have them get parts and the thighs are divided to the nobl_hf’w ',,
and the rest of the pieces to the people. The heads are hung Wo

0

trophy ...” ',,

In his book, The True History of the Conquest of Mexico, Bern| Diy
del Castillo, a foot soldier in Hernando Cortés's army ang an
eyewitness to many Aztec sacrifices, describes seeing his comrade
who had been captured in a recent battle, being dragged by force UF;
the steps of the temple of Coatepec by Aztec warriors and priests, T
the sound of the drums of the war god, Huitzilopochtli, and the soungs
of shell and horn trumpets, the Aztecs dressed their captives i
costumes and forced them to dance before the god. Next, Diaz says,
the Aztecs lay the Spaniards "on their backs on some rather narroy
stones which had been prepared as places for sacrifice, and with some
knives, they sawed open their chests and drew out their palpitating
hearts and offered them to the idols that were there." Afterwards, the
victims were rolled back down to the bottom of the steps where ritual
experts “cut off their arms and feet and flayed the skin off the faces,
and prepared it afterward like glove leather with the beards on, and
kept those for the festivals when they celebrated drunken orgies and
the flesh they ate in chilimole"

Above: The choice cuts, as shown in the Florentine tOdex_
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te, “they gathered ¢
Gahagun qu , ogether the SaCrificia ..
they had slain them, they cut them ¢, pieces ther]; Cl,(z,ldv'ct’ms_.. w
They put squash blossoms with their lesh... then the r::ggf ed them,
e€men

hen
. f
them, all the high judges: but not the co

ate
mmon folk, only the rulers.”

Above: Cooking the victim’s body parts.
Codex.

Image from Sahagun’s Florentine
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Above: The victim'’s body parts were

divided and eaten. Image from the
Magliabechiano Codex.

Sahagun wrote of the Aztec, ~

They say the flesh tastes like pork and
they like jt Very much, and thq

Lis why they like pork so much.”




human bones under a platform. The feet \
away from the meat-bearing fimps ad hands paq been sawn




