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TIMES AND SEASONS.
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“Truth will prevail.”

Voi. V. No. 14.]  CITY OF NAUVOO, ILL. AUG. 1, 1344

[Whole No. 98.

HISTORY OF JBEEPH SMITIH.
(Cotinnued.)

Upon my return from Amherst conference,
I resumed the translation of the seriptures.—
From sundry revelations which had been recei-
ved, it was apparent that many important
points, touching the salsation of man, had been
taken from the Bible, or lost before it was com-
piled. It appeared self-evident from what
iruths were left, that if God rewarded every
one according tothe deeds donein the body,
the term “heaven,” as intended for the saint’s
eternal home, must inclade more kingdoms
than one. Accordingly on the 16th of Febra-
ary, 1832, while translating St. John’s gospel,
myself and elder Rigdon saw the following

VISION.

Hear, O ye heavens, and give ear, O earth,
and rejoice ye inhabitants thereof, for the Lord
'# God, and besides him there is no Savior;—
great is his wisdom ; marvellous are his ways;
and the extent of his doings noue can find out;
his purposes fai! not, neither ‘are there any
who ean stay his hand: from eternity to eter-
nitv, he is the same and his years never fail .

For thus saith the Lord, I the Lord am mer-
eiful and gracious unto those who fear me, and
delight to honor these who serve me in righte-
ousness, and in truth unto the end: great shall
be their reward, and eternal shal! be their glo-
7y and to them will I reveal all mysteries; yea,
all the hidden mysteries of my kingdom from
days of old; and for ages to come will I make
snown unto them the good pleasure of my will
concerning all things pertaining to my king-
dom: yea, even the wonders of eternity shall
they know, and thingsto come will T show
them, eyen the things of many generations;
their wisdom shall be great, and their under-
standing rzach to heeaven: and before them
thefwisdom of the wise shall perish, and the
understanding of the prudent 'shall come to
noaght; for by my spirit will I enlighten them,
and by my power will I make known unto

them the secrets of my will; yea, even thoge||
things which eye has not seen, nor ear heard ||

nor yvet entered into the heart of man.

We, Joseph Smith, jr. and Sidney Rigdon,
being in the Spirit on the 16th of February
in «he year of our Lord one thousand eight
hundred and ‘thirty-two, by the power of the
Spiritour eyes were opened, and our under-
standings were enlightened, so as to see and

understand the things of God, even thosell

1

i

things which were from the beginniné before
the world was, which were ordained of the
Father, through his only begotien Son, who
was in the bosom of the Father, even from the
beginning, of whom we bear record, and the
record which we bear is the fulness of the gos-
pel of Jesus Christ, who is the Son, whom we

ysaw and with whom we conversed in the hea-
| venly vision; for while we were doing the

work of translation which the Lord had ap-
pointed unto us, we came to the 29th verse of
the 5th chapter of John, which was 'given unto
us as follows :—speaking of the resurrection of
the dead, conserning those who shall hear the
voice of the Son of man—and shall come forth;
they who have done good in the resurrection of
the just, and they who have done evil in the
resurrection of the unjust. Now this caused
us to marvel, for it was given unto us of the
Spirit: and while we meditated upon these
things, the Lord touched the eyes of our un-
derstandings, and they were opened, and the
glory of the Lord shone round about: and we
beheld the glory of the Son, on the right hand
of the Father, and received of his fulpess ;—
and saw the holy angels, and tney who were
sanctified before his throne, worshiping God
and the Lamb, who worship him forever and
ever. And now, after the many testimonies
which have been given of him, this is the testi-
mony last of all, which we give of him, that he
lives; for we saw him, even on the right hand
of God; and we heard the voice bearing record
that he is the ouly begotten of the Fatber; that

{ by him, and through him, and of him, the

worlds are and were created; and the inhabi-
tants thereof are begotten sens and daughters
unto Ged. And this we saw also, and bear
record, that an angel of God, who was in au-
therity in the presence of God, who- rebelled
against the only begotten Son—whom the Fa-
ther loved, and who was in the bosom of the
Father—and was thrust down from the pres-
euce of God and the Son, and was called
Perdition: for the heavens wept over him: he
was Lucifer a son of the morning; and we

I beheld and lo, he is fallen! is fallen! even

a sonof the morning. And while we were yet
in the Spirit, the Lord commanded us that we
should write the vision: for we beheld satan,
that old serpent, even the devil, who rebelled
against God, and sought 1o take the kingdom

of our Grod, and his Christ; wherefore he ma-
keth war with the sainte of God, apd encom-
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passes them round about. And we saw a vis-
ion of the sufferings of those with whom he
made war and overcame, for thus came the
voice of the Lord unto us.

Thus saith the Lord, concerning all those
who know my power and have been made par-
takers thereof, and suffered themselvesthrough
the power of the devil, to be overcome, and to
deny the truth, and defy my power; they are
they who are the sons of perdition, of whom I
say it had been better for them never to have
been born; for they are vessels of wrath doomed
to suffer the wrath of God, with the devil and
his angels, in eternity: concerning whom I
have said there is no forgiveness in this world
nor in the world to come: having denied the

Holy Spirit, after having received it, and hav-

ing deried the only begotten Son of the Father,
having crucified him unto themselves, and put
him to an open shame :these are’they whoshall
goaway into thellake of fire and brimstone,with
the devils and his angels, and the only ones

ll on his name, and were baptized afier the man.

on whom the second death shall have any pow-
er: yea, verily the only ones who.shall not be
redeemed in the due time of the Lord, after the
sufferings of his wraths for all the rest shall be
brought forth by the resurrection of the dead
through the triumph and the glory of the
IL.amb, who was slain, who was in the bosom
of the Father before the worlds were made.—

— "

And again, we bear record for we saw and
heard, and this is the testimony of the gospel
of Christ, concerning them who eceme forth in
the resurrection of the just: they are they who
received the testimony of Jesus, and believed

ner of his burial, being buried in the water in
his name, and this according to the command-
ment which he has given, that, by keeping the.
commandments, they might be washed and
cleansed from all their sins, and receive the
Holy 3pirit by the laying on of the hands of
him whe is ordained andsealed unto this pow-
er; and who overcome by faith, ard are sealed
by that Holy Spirit of promise, which the Fa-
ther ebeds foith upon all those who are just
and true: they are they whoare the church of
the first-born: they are they into whose hands
the Father has given all things: they are they
who are prieste and kings, who have received
of bis fulness, and of his glory, and are priests
of the Meost High afier the order of Melchize-
dek, which was after the order of Enoch, which
was after the order of the only begotten Son:—
wherefore, asit is written, they are gods, even
the sons. of God: wherefore all things are
theirs, whether life-or death, or things present,
or things to come, all are theirs, and they are.
Chrisi’s, and Christ is God’s; and they shall

Aud this is the gospel, the glad tidings which

the voice out of the heavens bore record unto.
ug, that he came into the world, even Jesus to
be crucified for the world, and to bear the linbl
of the world, and to sanctify the world, and to
cleanse it from all unrighthousness; that
througn him all might be saved, whom the Fa-
ther had put into his power, and made by him;
who glorifies the Father, and savesall the works
of his hands, except those sons of perdition,
who deny the Son after the Father has reveal-
ed him :wherefore he saves a'l except them;they
shall go awayinto everlasting punishment,which

is éndless punishment, which is eternal punish-|

ment, to reign with the devil and his angels in
eternity,where their worm dieth not and the fire-
18 not quenched, which is their torment, and
the end thereof, neither the place thereof, nor:
their torment, no man knows, neither was it re-.
vealed, neither is, neither will be revealed un-.
to man, exceptto them whoare made partakers.
théreof: nevertheless I the Lord show it by

vision unto many, but straightway shut it up
again: wherefore the end, the width, the.
height, the depth, and the misery thereof, they
understand not, neither any man except them
whoare erdained unto this condemnation. And .

we heard the voice saying, Write the vision for !

lo! this is the end of the vision of the suffer.

ings of the ungodiy!

L
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overcome all things: wherefore .let no man
glory in man, but rather let him glory in God,
who shall subdue all enemies . under his feet ;—
these shall dwellin the presence.of God and his
Christ forever and ever: these are they whom.
he shall bring with him, when he.shall come in
the clouds of heaven, to reign on the earth
over his people; these are they who shall have

1pnrt in the first resurrection: these are they

who shall come forth in the resurreetion of the.
just: these are they who are come unto mount
Zion, and unto the city of the living God, the
heavenly place, the holiest. of all: these are
they who have come to an innumerable com-
pany of-angels; to the general assembly and
church of Enoch, and of the first born: these

| are they whose names. are written in heaven,

where God and Christ are the judge of ail:—
these are they who are just men made perfect
through Jesus the mediator of the new cove-
nant, who wrought out this perfect atonement
through the shedding of his own. blood: these
are they whose bodies.are celestial, whose glo-.

' ry is that of the sun, even the glory of God the

highest of all;: whose glory the sun of the fir-
mament 1s written of as. being typical.

And again, we saw the terrestrial world, and
behold and lo! these are they who are of the
terrestrial, whose glory differs from that of the:
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church of the first born, who have received the
fulness of the Father, even as that of the moon
differs from the sun of the firmament. Behold,
these are they who died without law; and also
they who are the spirits of men kept in prison,

whom the Son visited, and preached the gospel

unto them, that they mightbe judged according
to men in the flesh who received not the testi-
mony of Jesus in the flesh, but afterwards re-
ceived it; these are they who are honorable men
of the earth, who were blinded by the eraftiness
of men: these are they who receive of his glo-
ry, but not of his fulness; these are they who

receive of the presence of the Son, but not of i

the fulness of the Father; wherefore they are
bodies terrestrial, und not bodies celestial, - and
differ in glory as the moon differs from the sun:
these are they who are not valiant in the testi-
mony of Jesus: wherefore they obtained not the
crown over the kingdom of our God.: And now
this is the end of the vision which we saw .of
the terrestrial, that the Lord commanded us to
write while we were yet in the Spirit.

And again, we saw the glory of the telestial,
which glory is that of the lesser, even as the
glory ofthe stars differ from that of the glory
of the moon in the firmament; these are they
who received not the gospel of Christ, neither
the testimony of Jesus: these are they who de-
ny not the Holy Spirit: these are they who are
thrust down to hell: theseare they who shall
not be redeemed from the devil, until the first
resurrection, until the Lord, even Christ the
Lamb, shall have finished his werk: these are
they who receive not of his fulness in' the eter-
world, but of the Holy spirit through the min-

istration of the terrestrial: and. the terrestrial!
through the ministration of the celestial; and al-}

50 the telestial receive it of the administering of
angels, who are appointed to minister for them,
or who are appointed to be "ministering spirits
for them, for they shall be heirs of salvation.—
And thus we saw in the heavenly vision,the glo-
ry of the telestial which surpasses’all understan-
ding; and no man knows it except him to whom

God has revealedit. = And thus we saw the glo- |

ry of the terrestrial, which excels in all things
the glory of the telestial, even in glory, and in
power, and in might, and in dominion: . And
thus we saw the glory of the celestial,, which
excels in all things; where God, -even the Fa-
ther, reigns upon his throne forever, and  ever:

before whose throne all things bow in humble ||

reverence and give him glory forever.and ever.
They who dwell in his presence are the church
of the first born; and they.see as they are seen,
and know as they are .known, having received
of his fulness and of his grace; and he 'makes

-

them equal in power, and in right, and in do-
minion. And the glory of the celestial is one,
even as the glory of the sun .is one.. And the
glory of the terrestrial is one, even as the glory
of the moon is one... And the glory of the teles-
tial is one, even as the glory of the stars is one,
for as one star differs from. another star in glo-
Iy, even so differs one from another in glory in
the telestial world: for these are they who are
of Paul, and of Appollos,and of Cephas: these
are they who say they are some of one and some .
of another; some of Christ; and some of John;
and some of Moses; and some of Elias; and some
of Esaias; and some of Isaiah; and some of
Enoch, but received not the gospel; neither the
testimony of Jesus; neither the prophets: neither
the everlasting covenant; last of all, these all
are they who will not be gathered with the
saints, to be caught up unto the church of the
first born, and received into the cloud: theseare
they who are liars, and sorcerers, and adulter-

ers, and whoremongers, and. whosoever loves
and makes a lie: these are they who suffer the
wrath of God on the earth: these are they who
suffer the vengeance of eternal fire: these are
they who are cast down to hell and  suffer the
wrath of Almighty God until the fulness of
times, when Christ shall have subdued all ene-
mies nnder hisfeet, and shall have perfected his
work, when he shall deliver. up the kingdom

| and present it unto the Father spotless, saying:

I have overcome and have trodden. the wine-
press alone, even the wine-press of the fierce.
ness of the wrath of Almighty God: then shall

he be crowned with the crown of his glory, to
sit on the throne of his power to reign forever
and ever. But behold and lo, we saw the glory
and the inhabitants of the teles:ial world, that
they were as innumerable as the stars in_the fir-
mament of heaven, or as the sand upon, the sea
shore, and heard the voice of the Lord saying:—
These all shall bow the knee, and every tongue
shall confess to him who sits upon. the throne
forever and ever: for they shall be judged ac-
cording to their works; and every man shall re-
ceive according to his own works, and his own
dominion, in the mansions which are prepared,
and they shall be servants of the Most High,
but where God and Christ dwell they cannot
come, worlds without end. This is the end o
the. vision which we saw, which we were com-
'manded to write while we were yet in the Spirit.

But great and marvellous are the works of
the, Lord and the mysteries of his kingdom
which he showed unto us, which surpasses all
‘understanding in glory, and in might, and in do-
minion, which he commanded us we should .

no! write, while we"were yet in the Spirit, and .
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are notlawful for man to utter; neither is man|
capable to make them known, for they are only
to be seen and understood by the power of the
Holy Spirit, which God bestows on those who
love him and purify themselves before him; to
whom he grants this privilege of seeing and
knowing for themselves; that through the pow-
er and manifestation of the Spirit, while in the
flesh, they may be able to bear his presence in
the world of glory. And to God and the Lamb
be glory, and honor, and dominion forever and
ever: Amen.

Nothing could be more pleasing to the samts
upon the order of the kingdom of the Lord,
than the light which burst upon the world
through the foregoing visiom Every law, eve-1
ry commandment, every promise, every truth,
and every point touching the destiny of man,
from Genesis to Revelations, where the purity
of either remains unsullied from the wisdom of
men, goes to show the perfection of the theo-
ry, and witnesses the fact that thai document
is a transcript from the records of the eternal
world. The sublimity of the ideas; the purity
of the language; the scope for action; the con-
tinued duration for completion, in order that
_the heirs of salvation may confess the Lord and
bow the knee. The rewards for faithfulness,
‘and the punishments for sius, are so much be-
yond the narrow-mindedness of men, that eve.
ry honest man is constrained to exclaim: “It
* came from God.”

Aboit the first of March, in connexion with !
the translation of the scriptures, I received the
following-explanation of the revelations of St.
John.

What is the sea of glass spoken of by John,

4th chapter and 6th verse of the Revelations?
It is the earth in its sanctified, immortal and

S

-.eternal state.

What are we to understand by the four|
beasts spoken of by John in the 4th chapter
and 6tk verse of Revelations?

They are figurative expressions, used by the
Revelator John, in describing heaven, the par-
adise of God, the happiness of men, and of
beasts, and of creeping things, and of the fowls |
of the air, that which isspiritual being in the
likeness of that which is temporal, and that|
‘which is tempora!is in the likeness of that which
is spiritual; the spirit of man in the likeness of
his person; as also the spirit of the beast, and
every other creature which God has created.

Are the four beasts limitedto individual
beasts, or do they represent classes or orders?

—

glory of the clesses of beings in their destined
order, or sphere of creation, in the enjovment
of their eternal felicity. '

What are we to understand by the eyes and
wings which the beasts had? _

Their eyes are a representation of light and
knowledge; that is, they are full of knowledge
—and their wings are a representation of pow-
er, to move, to act, &ec.

What are we to understand by the four and
tweuty elders spoken of by John?

We are to understand that these elders whom
John saw, were elders who had been faithful
in the work of the ministry, and were dead,
who belonged to the seven churches, and were
then in the paradise of God.

What. are we tounderstand by the book
which John saw, which was sealed on the back
with seven seals?

We are to understand that it contains the
revealed will, mysteries and works of God; the
hidden things of his economy concerning this
earth during the seven thousand years ot its
continuance, or its temporal existence.

What are we to understand by the seven'
seals with which it was gealed?

We are to understand that the first seal con-
tains the things of the first thousand years, and
the second also of the second thousand years,
and so on until the seventh.

What are we to understand by the four an-
gels spoken of by John, 7Tth chapter and lst
verse of Revelations.

‘We are 1o understand that they are four an-
gels sent forth from God, te whom is given
power over the four parts of the earth, to save
life and to destroy; these are they who have
the everlasting gospel to commit to every na-
tion, kindred, tongue and people, having pow-
er to shut up the heavens, to seal up unto life,
or to cast down to the regions of darkness.

What are we to understand by the angel as-
cending from the east, Revelations, 7th chap-
ter and 2nd verse !

We are to understand that the angel ascen-
ded from the east; is he to whom is given the
seal of the living God over the I'welve Tribes
of Israel, wherefore he crieth unto the four an-
gels having the eyerlasting gospel, saying, hurt
not the carth, neither the sea, nor the trees,
till we have sealed the servanis of our Godin
their foreheads; and if you will receive it, this
is Elias which was to come, 10 gether together
the tribes of Israel, and restore all things.

What time are the things spoken of in this

They are limited to four individual beasts, |ichapter 1o be accomplished?

which were shown to John, to represent the

a

They are to be accomplished in the sixik
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thousand year, or the apﬁmg of the sixthl||
seal. i

Whatare we to understand by sealing the
one hundred and forty-four thousand, out of
all the tribes of Israel,.twelve thousand out of
every tribe?

We are to understand that those who are
sealed are high priests, ordained unto the holy
order of God, to administer the everlasting gos-
pel; for they are they who are ordained out of
every natiom, kindred, tongue and people, by
the angels to whom is given power over the
the nations of the earth, to bring as mary as
will come, to the church of the first born.

What are we to understand by the sounding
of the trumpets, mEHU::ned in the 8th chapter
of Revelations?

We are to understand that as God made the
world in six days, and on the seventh day he
finished his work and sanctified it, and also
-ormed man out of the dust of the earth; even
80 1n the beginning of the seventh thousand
year will the Lord God sanetify the earth, znd
complete the salvation of man, and judge all
things, and shall redeem all things, excepf tha:
which he hath not putinto his power, when
he shall have sealed all things unto the end
of all things; and the sounding of the trum-
pets of the seven angels, are the preparing and
finishing of his work, in the beginning of the
seven thousandth year, the preparing of the
way before the time of his coming.

When are the things to be accomplished
which are written in the 9th chapter of Revela-
tions? |

T'hey are to be accomplished after the open-
ing of the seventh eeal, before the coming of
Christ.

What are we to vnderstand by the little book,
which was eaten by John, as mentioned in the
10th chapter of Revelations?

We are to understand that it was a mission
and anordinance for him to gather the tribes of
[srael; behold this is Elias, who, as it is writ-
ten, must come and restore all thiugs.

What is to be understood by the two witness-
es in the 11th chapter of Revelaticns?

They are two prophets that are to be raised
up to the Jewish nation in the last days, at the
time of the restoration, and to prophesy to the
Jews after they are gathered and build the city
of Jerusalem,in the land of their fathers.

w

CONFERENCE MINUTES.
—_—_— B——
i Cuntmuntmn of last Aprll’l Conference.

At two o’clock, P. M.; Patriarch Hyrum
Smith arrived at the stand, nnd said he wanted

to speak something about the Temple. We
want 200,000 shingles, as we shall resume the

| work on the Temple immediately; all who have

not paid their tithing, come on and do it. We
want provisions, money, boards, planks, and
any thing thatis good; we dont want any more
old guns or watches. I thought some time ago
I would get up a small subseription, so that the
sisters might do something. In consequence of
some misunderstanding, it has not gone on as at
first; it is a matter of my own, I do not ask it
as a tithing. I give a privilege for any one to
pay a cent a week, or fifty cents a year. I want
it by next fall to buy nailsand glass. It is dif-
ficult to get money, I know that a small sub-
scription will bring in more than a large one;—
the poor can help in this way. I take the re-
sponsibility upon myseH, and call again upon
the sisters; I call again until I get about $1,000,
it only requires 2,000 subscribers. I have sent
this subscription to England, and the branches;
Iam not to be dictated to, by any one except
the prophet and God; I want® you to pay in
your subscriptions to me, and it shall always be
said boldly by me—the sisters bought the glass
in that house—and their names shall be written
in the book of the law of the Lord. Itis not a
tax but a free will offering to procure something
which shall ever be a monument of your works-
No member of the Female Relief Society got it
up; I am the man that did it; they ought not to
infringe upon it; T am not a member of the Fe-
male Relief Society; I am one of the commit-
tee of the Lord’s House. I wish to accomplish
something; I wish all the saints to have an op-
portunity to do something; I want the poor fo
have a chance with the purseof five dollars.—
The widow’s two mites, were more in the eyes
of the Lord, than the purse of the rich; and- the
poor woman shall have a seat in the house of

' God, she who pays her two mites as much as

the rich; because it is all they have. I wish all
to have a place in thathouse; I intend to stim-
ulate the brethren; I want to get the roof on
this season; I want to get the windows in, in
the winter, so that we maybe able to dedicate
the house of the Lord by this time next year, if
nothing more than one room; T will call upon
the brethren to do something.

I cannot make a comparison between the -

house of God and any thing now in existence.
Great things are to grow out of that house; there
is a great and mighty power to grow out of it;
there is an endowment; knowledge is power, we
want knowledge; we have frequently difficulties
with persons who profess to be Latter Day

Saints; when the sacrament will be administer-
ed in the Lord’s house, it will do away with a

;—M




