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Dear Richard:

It was good to hear from you undsr dabtz of 026,28, I would
have reolisd at once were it not bthat you indisated yon
ware to be ous of bthe State for soms btims and would prooably
write to ms asain before I should write. A you are orobdaoly
asain ia Utah by now,I am writing without waiting to hear
from you,:

Fith rsfsrenes to bthe questions bearing upon ths Book of
Mormon which you sznt,I am enclosinsg a few commsnbts . I havs
not f=lt i necsssary,unlsss the aubhor of the guestions may
amolify his 3rounds,: b2 80 inbto th2 matiers any more exteasivzly.
In soms ooints I think you #ill sss that hs is obviously in-

azzurate aad has made shatements withoub much 2ffori Lo S22t
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e facis. Thers ars many qusstions coacsrning the najivs
raczs of Amsric that: cannot nov bs answered scisantificadly;

ions befors tne data shall furnish

o

and 1. may be =ven Seanera
—srounds for ths anse#er,In ths meantime ths opinions of particular

izabisbs,mast not
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msn,ev3a wners hsy mselb oh
bs sivsn a3 the conclusions of Sziencs, If I havs not supplisd
#a2t you #ish,I shall be ¢lad to do any thind furithsr that I
ean in easz you w#ill 12t ms know,

Thinss ars going niczly with me here,l am very busy aand an
tryins to bs haopy and contsnted Ffor the tims beinds

I am to ons the spsaksr ab our caurch nsrfbtomorrow,

Shall be lookins forward to ths latbter vou promised soon,
Cooliat  otAL

Roelb. Al
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1..The statement bthat philolodic studies on the American Indian
lansuagss"indicatas that the division of the Indians into szoarsie

‘
sbocks occuyrsd long before their landuade was devsloosd b3yond the
most orimitive kind of articulations" is not in azcord sitn the Findinss
of toe profounder students of bthe subject and eannot bs suoscantiasted,
The coneclusions rsached by Duooncsau, Humboldbt 3nd Steinthal,and
supportsd by such recent studsanbts as Brinton/ have not bsen suvuzzessfule
iv oroudht into questlon,lhese conzlusions ars that there are carcain
dsneral ani disbincti#e srammatical princioles undarlying all American
lansuases .orovind their unity at 2 dats far more racsnt Ghan the
quoied statement intimatss.No Indian Lansuags whsn thporoushly under-
stood ean be placed in bhe-statué rsgarjad’as mosﬁ orimitivs ,¥ax
Valler oncs declarsd thab. ths lansuass of ‘the savass Iroquois in its
ext;nt and comolexity of drammatic forms was comparable to the Sanseritg
and that ths nativs intsllsctual capacity rsquired to maintain this
1inguistic machinsry must b2 of hisa order,: F2 are,furthermors, in no
position ai this time to speak éonfidentiv or positively as %o ths

iznsth of $ime requirzd to accouat for the diversity in the American
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Indian lans3uasss,¥s havs very little knowledss as 0 tne rats,mannsr,or

;h=232 lansuz2sss,The statement of Sasard,author of
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of 2nands 1
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dictionary of the Huron lansuzds publishsd at Paris in 1532 ghat
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the Huron lansuage was coastantly chandinsd so that in a S2nsration or
two it would be 1likz a nsw lznsuass may bs sxbtravasantj;out thsrs can bs
no doubt that landuases,oarticularly those of smwall Sroups with no
written forws,at times chands very rapidly,Dr, Bsauchamp oncs wrots:

" Thz Onandasas have not movad over bLwenbty miles in two hundred and

fifty years,yst how much their tonsus has shandsd in half that tims!
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A migration to new and distant homes would have produced many new
woris,ani then the lansudse sould have remained much the same for a
b{me,waiting for other disturbing causes,” Cerbzinly if any conditions
eould favor linsuistie chande it would be bthe 2omolets isolation of

an initially small band of oeools in an exbtenrive and =ntirsly nen
spvironmantsMuch of an old voeabulary would ozcoms usslass almosi at
onze and so quickly abandon2d, and a aesw vocadbulary wsould of nzesssity
be oroducsd.In the avsencs of all ths ordinary conssrvative influsanzss
initially slisht chansss in strucbure mishi gquickly ozcoms oronouacad,
Fe are not in oosition bo spsak on scisncific srounds 28 o btne raoidiicy
with which ehanges rasressive on fhs one hand 2and broéraasiva on the
dther misaht oscar unde? such conditions bsfors a narmoay misht o3

rsazhsd bestwssa the rsguirswsnts of a radically nsw phaysical aad
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intsllzsctual lifs and the languasz,: Scarcsly 2 bssiani
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mais toward ths accumulabion of data that must bz had bsfors f

e

sonclusions can be drawn in this fisldiIn:%9s meantime dosmatism is

not ia place,

2., I3 is trus that thz svidence sg=z2ms to show that ths horse was
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not in America 2f the tims of ths discovsry by Columbus,Ths trus

moizra horss,howsvar,was in ssisisnze in America after (hs ics age 7%*
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and its rszains ars found conismoorsnsously w
not known prsciszly wh2n it obscams 2xtianct on this continsab. or whajg

myssterious causs may navs orousnbt on ibs appar3ab ovliteration.Gsolodia-

3r3 nob. rzliabls within limits at all narrow;ani
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it would bz hazardous now to say just now lats pands of horsss may

nave linssred,PTns svidsnes is far from all ian wadsr aay coadisioans.
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5s Thers is no room for doubt thabt the Jaws may have had s knowlesdge
of stesl 600 years Be.C,,in fast it is practieally cartain that stss
ihplsments wors kanown among tham and all nsisdhboring peoplzs,Ths remains
of iron imolamenbs manufactbured in prahistoric times ars so numsrous
as to leavs ao gusstion as to bLhe sxbtrems anbiguity of ths uss of taag
metal.In the time of ths Assyrians iroan was in sxbanzivs uss" saws,
knives and othsr analasous tools having bsen found by Layard ia
Ninsvah,many of which are vepy similar to thoss in use abt thz orsszab
day,Both Homsr and Hssiod rafsr to the Porging of iroa,whilst the
hardening and tsmperins of istesl also appsar ‘to have b22sn opsrabions in
commdn uss amond the sarly SPseks."(Enc e,Britbtanica,9th si,;XIII,o,239,
sbtcs) Certainly,then,« if the manufacturs of stszl was commonly
uniderstood and oracticsd amons tbe'aarly Grssks and othsr zarly
¥Yeditzarrsansan pzoo0lss the poéaSsion'a a stz:sl bow by a Jezw ia 500 B.C.

#ould b2 easily oossiols and w#holly natural,

4, As to the statsmzsnt"The use of ths word 'scimstzr' doss nob accur

of ths Mohammsdan oowsr 2nd
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in othsr literaiul
apoarsnily that osculiar weapon was nob dsvslopzd until lons afitsr the

Chr n z2ra". At may b3 s3id that 2aayquestion 2bout ths oarkticular
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word 'scim3i=2:

)

s irralavanb.Ths qusstion is whoily ons as to ths
sarly 2xistzsncs of ths curved byos of sword to which ths Moharmzdans
applizd 2 word woich se have adoot2d . Contrary to tas étatemeab 23ds,
thers is no distinet svidsncs 2s to ths orisin in sithse tims of olacs

of ths erssezat-shaosd @siatic sword or sadbes now commoaly iniicatsd

~under thz 3ssazral term scimster.lt is sufficisnt,in showins its

aatiguity,to rsfer to ths fact that ian Bsyot in ths ninsbssnth dyaasty

(1490-1209 B.C,) thz Pharaoh is rsorsssabzsd as fishtind:i"H3 svsn takss
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placs in ths hani-to-hani fisht and his dasser and sizkls=shaped
sword are closs at hand."(Cf, frman,Ancisnt Bdyot,0.H527), Other
s;milar casas of the victuring of ths midpkleasnimsd s30rs or szimster
ain very sarly bimes might bes 8iven,  The imolsmant was known in
ore-Christian o3aburiés sven as Ffar w#s3t as Tealy.It was us3d by
the ancient Btruscans.(Cf. Dsanis,Ths Cities and Cemsteries of Riruria,
I,0.,201,85c,) Thers is thus no forecs or founldation for ths statsmsas
thas the curved sword or scimaber was not dsvsloped or known"uabil

lons after ths Christian Era,”

5¢ It 1s not'2lzar what is msant by ths statemznt:"As silk w#was nob
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gnown in Amsrica 2t that tims 3, ¥03r2
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the silk?" If the author of thes stat2meat m2ans that the Chinzss silk-
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¥orm w33 nobt aative to Amsrica,hs is guite rigat;if he means to iafer
that there were not ia Amsrica relaied forms he is wroang.Ssvsral
differeant sosciss of eabsmpiliar mobns have catsroillars HperAaresas

DNARNAMANAANNVMA 7hich producs silk that has bssn out to cdmmsreial

uaperiority of the Chinsss species has lons since led to

w

use; but. ths
nssiszt of the others,Howsvar, a civilizsd osople in Amsrica mish{

w211 have found M wayv to uss anobther form,Furthermore,silk of vary
fine gquzlity is produc3d by soms soidsrs and has bs2sn maids iato clobh,
notaply in the zasz of spiders of ths gsnus Nsphila,several spsciss of
wanica aré eomnmon From the southern United Statess southward into

Soutn Ameriea, Whils 2loth from thig sourcs has not b32n oroducsd amond
us o1 zommercial seals,a mathod of doind so would d&uotlass bz founi
if we 414 not have a bstter source.So fapr as natural sourcss are
conceraed, ths Nepnites misnt havs had a trus silk ia awy awmouab, Asiie

ferom this thers is Lh3 possioility bthat ths word way 02 us3d in a
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translation simoly as the nsarest sguivalent of ths nams of 3 fspric
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not us2d and not known by us, ¥e ourselves have applisd it to an

artificial orodust maile from wood,ebe,:
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