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Abstract:

SALT LAKE CITY, Sept. 13. The following is the affidavit in full by one of the least guilty among
the participants in the affair, showing conclusively that the terrible Mountain Meadows
massacre was the act of the Mormon authorities. It will be remembered that a large company of
emigrants, on their way to California, are known to have been all killed, with the ex- ception of

the young children.
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Slaughter in Cold Blood of a Companm:
of Emigrants.

*

Affidavit of a Dormon Bishop who Saw the
Mountain Meadsws Butchery—The Mormon
Militia and their Ofiicers the Murderers,
Under Orders from Head-Quarters

—{owardly Strategy of
the Saints.

SALT LaAxKE Crry, Sept. 13.—The followin

is the afidavit in ful! by one of the least guilty
amoung the participaunte in tbe affair, showing
conclusively that the terribie Mountain Mead-
ows massacre was the act of the Mormon
authorides. it will be rememberad that a large

company of emigrants, ou their way to Califor-
nia.are known to have been all killed,with the ex-

aaption of the vyoune childeen. When their mas-

saore was discovered, the Mormons set afloat the
story that they had perished by the hands of
the Indians ;: but from time to time circumstan-
tial evaidence has appeared indicating that they
weore murdered in cold blood by the Mormons

1n ravenge for previous outrages unpon the lat-
ter perpetrated imn Illinois and Missouri. A
competent witness now states under oath that

the Mormon militia attacked the emigrants,

and after a ﬂght of several days without result,

seny in a flag ot truce, offering them protection

if they would lay down their arms. The terms

being complied wiih, the entire party was butch-
. aref by their captors:

e i e
e .
- MH%

= T -




.......

— L N T - r‘ - = . d § | == 1 = L "‘. - A e . L 5 K e B i1
e e B i T % - B 9 ’,""'._ \ v % i "t:'{ ﬂ... f i - t_’.-L"\-:.Eb ﬁi'l ol ., :"‘ - -:: F.‘ : | i
- r I - ') N
' % 5 s gt B ;"__ it i ] 't Pl m ¥
i 5 -— [ = L b

F T i 4 i - F F . »
| Fi i B L 3 i "
; WY B ' o F . a"‘ # F A
—i-ﬁ-.-..l_ el ¥ . i - " = # -
2 W i & '-‘ |
. "

BTATE OF NAVADA. COUNTY OF LIXCOLN, SS.—
Personally apveared before me, Poter B. Miller.
Clerk of Court of the Soventh Judicial District
of the State of Nevada, Philip Klingon Smith,
who Dbeing duly sworn,on his oath says: My
pame is Philip Kilingon Smith. I reside in the
County of Lincoln, in the State of Nevada. I
resided at Cedar Citv.in the County of Iron, 1n
the Territory of Utah, from A. D. 1852 to A. D.
1869. I was residing at Cedar City at the tim: of
the massacre at Mountain Meadows in said Ter-
ritory of Utah. I had heard that a company
of emigrants was on its way from Balt Lake
City, bound for California. Said company_ ar-
rived ag said Cedar Cily; tarried there one day,
and passed on for California. After said coin-
pany had left Cedar City, the militia was called
oat for the purpose of committing acts of hos-
tality against them. BSaid oall was a regular
military call from the superior officers to the
subordinate officers and privates of the regi-
ment at Cedar Citv and vicinity., composing &
part of the militia of the Territory of Utah. 1
do not recollect the number of the regiment. I
was at that time the Bishop of the Churech
of Jesus OChrist of Latter Day Saiats
at Cedar City. Isaac C Haight was
President over 8aid church at Cedar Citv and
thie soughern setilements in said Territory. My
position as Bichop was subordipate to that of
salid President. W. H. Darue was President of
aaid ochurch at Parowan, iu said Iron County.
Said W. H. Darue was also Colonel of satd regi-
ment. Bald Isaac C."Haight was Lieutenant-
Colonel of said regiment, and said Jobhn D. Lee,
of Harmony, in satd county, was Major ot said
regimert. Said regiment was duly ordered to
muster, armed and equipped as the law directs.
and prepared for Yeld operations.
oomman

nor office in said regiment at that

the expedition which resulted

said County of Iron. About four
oompanyroafa?(tlmgmnts hztd lef
portion o regiment then mustered
ﬁfg}',; toikbupt its Img of marah

. out rwo oOays after said -
0V had left said Cedar Ciry, Licut.-cgl‘.n.?.pé.
Halght expressed in my presence a desire that
sald company might be permitted to pass on
their way in peace; but afterward he told me

that he had orders fypom h -
all of sala company of ead-quarteras to kill

days after said

I had no

time, nefther d@id I march with said regiment on

in said com nv’s
being massacred at the Mountsin Meadg’;s.ym ~

t Cedar City, that

&t Cedar
I pursmtof”
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When the said company had got to Iron Creek, .
about twenty (20) miles rrom Cedar City, Capt. o
Joel White started for the Pinto Creek seitle-
ment, through which sald company woulQd pass, ARk
for the purpose of influenving the people to per- i
mit said company to pass on their way i1n peace. SHE g
I asked and obtsined permission ot said White b
to o with him and aid him in his endeavors to SRR
save life, When said White aod myself gob bt
about three miles from Cedar City. wé meU TTE
Major Jobn D. Lee, who asked us whers we o
were going. 1 replied that we were golng AT
to try to prevent the Killing of the D e
emicrants. Lee replled, *“I bave some- P
thing to say about that.” Lee was ab -%g-;;
that time on his way to Parowan, the head- e
guarters of Col. Dawe. Said White and I went L
to Pinto Creek, remained there one nigit, and £ s 20
the next day returned to Cedar City, meetin& o
said company of emigranta at lroa Creek. Be- Yty
fore reachinez Cedar City we met one Ira Alleo, s
who told us that ** the decree d. de- yeoni
voting said company to destruc SRy
the ficht had been folug on for three Or four b
days & mecessenger from Major Lee reached 14*%
Cedar City, who stated thattbe fight had NOG Bunee
been altozether successful, upon which Laeut.- e
Col. Haight ordered out areinforcement. At the e
time I was ordered out by Capt. John M. Higby, BE
who ordered me to muster, * armed and AR
equipped as the law directs.” It was a matter “%‘fﬁ’
of ife or death to me to iauster or not.and  § L
musterea with the reinforcing troops. Ib was LSRR
at this time that Lieut.-Col. Haight said to me e
that 1t was the orders from head-quariers that T
all but the little children of sald compauy were S
to be Killed. Saic Haight had at that time JUst ek
returned from head-quarters, auv fParowaa, AT
where a military council had been held. There =
o had been a like council held at Parowan pre= e
1 vious to that, at which were preseut Col. g
= Dawe. Lieut.Col. J. C. Haight and Major k-
L :

i

John D. Lee. The result of this flrst coun- S
= cil was the calling out .of . sald regimeat b
= for the purpose already stated. The reinforce- ﬂ?‘{*

e ment aforesald was marched to the Mountain o
i Meaudows and there formed a junction wich the T
main vody. Major Lee massed all the troops at ;“gu
5 a spring, and made a speech to them, saying Bt
= that his orders from * head-quarters were to Kill IR
the entire compauy. except the small children.” R
= I was not 1n the ranks at that imo. but on one !
= gide, talking to a man named Slade, and coula SR
xS not have seen a paper in Major Lee’s hands. B
;. Said Lee then sent a flag of truce into the emi- B
2 grant camp, offering sald emigraunts that s
< éif thoy luy dAown their arms he would e
protece them.” They accordingly laid. A
down their arms, cameé out Irom their camp, Seie
and delivered themselves ap to said Lee. The P
women and chiidren were then, by the order of T
said Lee, separated from the men and were Ton
marched ahead of the men. After said emigrants LSS
had marched about a half a mile toward Cedar P

e City, the order was glven to shoot them down, S
= At that ame said I.ee was at the head of the S
4 columnn : I was in vne rear; I did not hear Lee A
i give the order to fire, but heard it from the under e

i officers a8 it was pasred down the column. The a

3 emigrants were then and there shot down, ex- Ey AT

£ oept seventeen hitie children, which I imedi- Ea

4 atelv took 1nto my charge. Ido not know the pELE

LT AN

total number of saixd company, as I did not sto
to count the dead. 1 immediately put the ltt.tlg D
children in bageage-witgons belounging to the Bt
regiment. and took them to Hamlin’s Raneh, Y
and from there to Cedar City. and procurcd
them homes among the people. John Willis and bR

Samuel Murdy assisted me 1n ‘ Y
said children. tasmg charge of

-l LY “wn e mnaana MNaA1 XY ) = 3
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On the evening of the m

Dawe and Lieat.
where I had the sg.:u? oﬁﬂﬂl oo soamiing,
pute. 1n the course of wmcnl'l’ i%?c{elrl[mm SOt

a
gir‘élllg 'ﬁt%&m emrranis, ‘‘ he should nog hi’gg
LCI® one.” ' :

sald troops were dli&oaggteg.n kobgllljt? l? a? it
after sald maesacre occurred said Mago?eﬁks
(who was ulso Indhan Agent) went to Salt L Ee
City, aud, as I believe, reported said figbt 3113
1t8 resulis to the Commander-in-Chief. T was
oL present at either of the before-mentioned
¢ounils, nor at ony connctl connected with the
toresaid wilitary operations, or with saild com-
pany. I gave no orgers except ibose connected
with ihe saving of tue children, and none aiter
the wassacre had oceunrred, and said orders
weore given as Bishop and not in a military
s0DsC. At the piwe of the firing of the first vol-
ley I discharged my piece. I did not fire after-
ward. though aseveral subsequelnt volleys were
fired. After thefirse lire was delivered I at once
qar about 8aving the children. 1 commenced to
gather up the chiidren betorc e firing had

eeased.

I have made the foregolng statement before
the above-entitlea Court for tae reason that L Sptn
believod that 1 wouid be agsassmat.ed should L
sttewmpt to make the same betore any Court 11 S

d Lee returned *

? f Utah.
the Territory o said Lee told

from Salt Laxe Cily, 28 aforesaid.
d repuetod fully to the President,

Commaunder-in-Chief, the fight at
and the Kilhing of said em i-
Young was at that time ihe
of of the militia of the Terri-
ther deponent saith not.
KLIN&GON SMITH.

betore me tias 10th

grants, BIigaam
Commander-1n-Chi
‘tory ot Utah., Aud fur

(Sizned,) PHILIP
Suoscribed and swork to

day of April, A. D. 1871. .
¢ : P. B. MILLER, Counly Clerk.

signed,)
[D(lstrlct. Court. Scventh Judicinl Distret, Lin-
culn County, Nevada. Copy of seal.]

UTAH TERRITORY.COUNTY OF SALT LAKE—],
0. ¥. Strickland, Associate Jusnoce of the Su-
prewe Courc or Utab 'Teiritory, jereby ceruly
chat I have carefully compared the foregoing
sopy ot affidavit withs the origzinal of toe same,
and that the toregcing copy 18 a truo literal copy
uf sa1a oMginal, and tuat sucl compuarison was

wade this 4t duy of ocpteinber, 1572,
(Bioencd) O. F. STRICKLAND.

TEREITORY OF ULaH, BALT LAKE CouNtY-—I,
James B. McKean, Cinet-Justice of the Supreme

Court of sata ‘Terr:tory, do euoriify that I have
garcfully compared the above vopy of an affi-
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