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260 REVIEW OF BOOKS ON THE BOOK OF MORMON 5 (1993)
Anthon Transcript

Questions surrounding the story of the Anthon transcript
(pp. 12-15, 68-69)26 have been fully discussed by Latter-day
Saint scholars; the early Latter-day Saint version of what
happened has been essentially verified.27

Writing

The issue of Hebrew and Egyptian inscriptions and other
forms of writing in the New World (pp. 17-19)28 is compli-
cated. There are several questions that the Tanners confuse
which should be approached independently.

1. Have any authentic Hebrew or Egyptian inscriptions
been discovered in the New World? Yes; as will be noted below,
at least the Bat Creek inscription is now widely accepted as a
Hebrew text.

2. Should we expect Nephite or Lamanite inscriptions to
be in recognizable Hebrew or Egyptian scripts? The answer is
not necessarily. The Book of Mormon clearly states that “the re-
formed Egyptian [was] handed down and altered by us . . . the
Hebrew hath been altered by us also; . . . [so that] none other
people knoweth our language . . . therefore he [the Lord] hath

World pre-Columbian coins have been found in the New World, some of
which may indicate trans-Atlantic contacts. Although he does not necessar-
ily accept pre-Columbian contacts as an explanation for the coins, Jeremiah
F. Epstein provide an extensive catalog in “Pre-Columbian Old World
Coins in America: An Examination of the Evidence,” Current Anthropology
21 (February 1980): 1-20; F.A.R.M.S. reprint available.

26 Cf. Tanner and Tanner, Mormonism: Shadow or Reality? 104-6;
The Changing World of Mormonism, 142-43; Major Problems of
Mormonism, 167.

27 Stanley B. Kimball, “The Anthon Transcript: People, Primary
Sources, and Problems,” BYU Studies 10/3 (1970): 325-52; F.A.R.M.S.
reprint available. F.A.R.M.S. Staff, “Martin Harris's Visit with Charles
Anthon: Collected Documents on the Anthon Transeript and ‘Shorthand
Egyptian,” ” F.A.R.M.S. paper, 1990. Also of interest is Carl Jones, “The
‘Anthon Transcript’ and Two Mesoamerican Cylinder Seals,” Newsletter and
Proceedings of the Society for Early Historic Archaeology 122 (1970): 1-8;
F.A.R.M.S. reprint available.

28 Cf. Tanner and Tanner, Mormonism: Shadow or Reality? 106-8;
The Changing World of Mormonism, 141-45; Major Problems of
Mormonism, 166—68.
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