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Dear Broruenr:— _

v Your letter from Nor-
ton (O.) dated Sept. 7, 1834, came to
me by mail, last week, through the me-
dium of the Messenger and Advocate.
I am glad you “*have thought that a full
history of the rise of the church of Lat-
ter Day Saints, and the most interesting
part of its progress, to the present time,
would be worthy the perusal of the
saints.” The history of the saints, ac-
cording to sacred writ, 1s the only rec-
ord which has stood the test and ravages
of time from the beginning; and a true
account of the revival of the Lord’s
church, so ncar the great Sabbath of
creation, must be a 'source and subject
of holy joy to the ptire in heart; and an
interesting preface of things to come,
that might arrest the attention of the
world, before the Lord shows his na-
ked arm to the nations, if the children
of men would read and understand.

yna so that h}?&l’ p" %.t"é‘ﬁz_f Br&ﬂ“}}ﬁ
spread the #h before the eyes of this
genemtiun, ere destruction eomes as a
whirl-wind upen the ungodly. Strve,
with your might, to b& simple, plain,
easy and unaffected in your style, show-
ing the shining world, that though ma-
ny may continue o run after cne tha;
is able to give gold to his friends, anc
ledad to his enemies, you, with t_he ls?ael
of God, will rejoice in having light
enough to' follow HIM who has power
to give eternal life to his friénds, and
will overcome his enemies.

There are some jiems 1n your letter
which are great, and revive old thoughts
that, long since, Were left to float down
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'containing the fulness of the gospel to
the world, and the covenant to gather
Israel, for the last time, as well as the
history of the Indians, who, 'till then,
had neither origin among men, nor
records amid the light and knowledge
of the great 19th century. |

Fresh comes a story into my mind,
that, in 1823, before the book of Mor-
mon was known among us, a saered
record, or, as I had it, another bible,
written or engraved upon thin gold
leaves, containing more plainness than
the one we had, but agreeing with i,

‘had been found near Canandaigua,

N. Y. The characters in which it was
written, were of a language once used
upon the eastern continent, but ebsolete
and unknown then. I was somewhat
surprised at the remarkable discovery,

or news, though I never knew to this
day, how I came by it. Like Paul,

who did not know whether he was in

the body, or out of it, at a certain time,

[ cannot tell whether 1 dreamed:; or

whether some person told me; or wheth-

er an angel whispered such strange

tidings. | mentioned ita few ‘times,

but was rather laughed at, and so I'said
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Mormen was published.

At that day, or, in fact, 1 ﬂilwayﬂl be-

lieved the geriptures; and bvg:hevm} that
there was such a sacred thing as pure

religion; but 1 never believed that any
of the sects of the day, had it, and 8o |
was ever ready to argue up, or down,
any churchs and thaty too, by ?v1flenca
fror the good old book, an ntimacy
with ‘which T had formed in infaney
and cherished in age. When the story
colated above, first found a resting place
in my tabernacle, 1 rejoiced that there
was something coming to poin the rzghf
way to heaven. So 1t was, and, thank

God, so itis. |

[n the history you are writing, you

the gulf of departed things, 1o o cannot be too plain and minute in par-

first -one : :
e after day_and|iculare: Thoro is meiertf S P
:Erﬁte the 'hmtmy’&fi ﬁfq seco ,' ,*- ¢ .'tmn*.l' e - to sublimi-
that 'inhabited ‘this continent, W_E O tie waedli §

. were repeated to you by the
ngi’sa pfﬁphﬂhpfhmugh the aid of the
«Upinyand Thumim,”” *Nephite Inter-
prete‘r's.”'nr Divine Sp_ectnales. [ mean

when vou wrote the book of Mormon,
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