


been such plates as those trom which the Book
of Mormon was translated.

Mr. Smith has had those plates, what his
opinion concerning them is, we have not yet
ascertained. The gentleman that owns them
has taken them away, or we ehould have given
a fac similie of the plates and characters in
this number. We are informed however, that
he purposes returning with them for transla-
tion; if so, we may be able yet to furnish our
readers with it,

It will be seen by the annexed statement of
the Quincy Whig, that there are more dream-
ers and money diggers, than Joseph Smith, in
the world, and the worthy editor is obliged to
acknowledge that this circumstance will go a
good way to prove the authenticity of the Book
of Mormon. He further states that, “if Joseph
8mith can deeypher the hieroglyphics on the
plates, he will do more towards throwing light
on the early history of this continent than any
man living. We think that he has done that
already,in translating and publishing the Book
of Mormon, and would advise the gentleman
and all interested, to read for themselves, and
understand. ‘We have no doubt however, but
Mr. Smith will be able to translate them.

To the EDITOR of the TIMES & SEASONS.

On the 16th of April last a respectable mer-
chant by the name of Robert Wiley, commen-
ced digging in a large mound near this place: he
excavated to the depth of 10 feet and came to
rock; about that time the rain began to fall,
and he abandoned the work, On the 23d he
and quite a number of the citizens with myself,
repaired 1o the mound, and after making ample
opening, we found plenty of rock, the most of
which appeared as though it had been strongly
burned; and after removing full two feet of said
rock, we found plenty of charcoal and ashes:
olso human bones that appeared as though they
had been burned; and near the’ eciphalon a bun-
dle was found that consisted of six plates of
brass, of a bell shape, each having a hole near
the small end, and a ring through them all, and
clasped with two clasps, the ring and claps ap-
peared to be of iron very much oxidated, the
plates appeared first to be copper, and had the
“appearance of being covered with characters. 1t
was agreed by the company that I ghould
cleanse the plates: accordingly I took them to
my house, washed them with goap and water,
oud a woolen cloth; but finding them not yet
cleansed I treated them with dilute sulphurie
acid which made them perfectly elean, on which
it appeared that they were completely covered
with hieroglyphics that none as yet have been
able to read. Wishing that the world might
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i know the hidden things as fust as they come to
light, I was induced to state the facts, hoping
that you would give it an insertion in your ex-
cellent, paper for we all feel anxious to know tha
true meaning of the plates, and publishing, the
facts might lead to the true translation. They
were found,'l judged, more than twelve feet be-
low the surface of the top of the mound.
Iam most respectfully a eitizen of Kinder-

hook, W=+ P.HARRIS, M.D.

————

The following certificate was forwarded for
publication, at the eame time,

We the citizens of Kinderhook, whose names
are annexed do certify and declare that on the
23d April, 1843, while excavating a large
mound, in this vicinity, Mr. R. Wiley took from
said mound, sux brass plates of a bell shape, cov-
ered with ancient characters. Said plates were
very much oxidated-~the bands and rings on
said plates mouldered into dust on a slight
pressure. The above described plates we havo
handed to Mr. Sharp for the purposs of taking
them to Nauvoo.
ROB'T WILEY, W. P. HARRIS,
G.W.F. WARD, W. LONGNECKER,
FAYETTE GRUBB, IRA 8.CURTIS,

EO. DECKENSON, W.FUGATE
J.R. SHARP.

(From the Quiney Whig.)
SINGULAR DISCOVERY— MATERIAL
FOR ANOTHER MORMON BOOK.

A Mr. J. Roserrs, from Pike county, called
upon us last Monday, with a written deserip-
tion of a discovery which was recently made
near Kinderhook, in that county. We have not
room for his ecommunication at length, and
will give 8o much of a summary of it, as wil|
enable the reader to form apretty correct opin-
ion of the discovery made,

It appeared that a young man by the name of
Wiley, a residentin Kinderhook, dreamed three
nights in succession, thatin a certain mound is
the vicinity, there was treasures concealed.—
Impressed with the strange occurrence of dream-
ing the same dream three nights in succession,
he came to the conelusion, 1o satisfy his mind
by digging inwo the mound. For fear of being
laughed at, if he made others acquainted with
his design, he went by himself, and labored
diligently one day in pursuit of the supposed
treasure, by sinking a hole in the centre of the
mound. Finding it quite laborous, he iavited
others to assist him. Finaily, a company of ten
or twelve repaired to the mound, and assisted
in digging out the shaft commenced by Wiley.
After penetrating the mound about 11 feet, they
came to a bed of limestone, that had apparen:-
ly been subjected to the action of fire, they



