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ney helie had notnotgonegone far before he was overtaken by an
officer with a ssearchearch warrant wwhoho datthattflatteredered himhimselfselfseif with the
idea that he liislililshouldguidouldquid surely obtaintbeobtain the plates after search
ing very diligently hebe was sadly disappointed at not finding
them mr smith then drove on but before begothe got to hislisbis
journeys end hebe was again overtaken by an officeronoffiofficerceronon the
same business and after ransacking the waggonwaggodaggon verycarevery care-
fully he went his way as much chagrined as the first at not
being ableabieabletoablertoto discover the object of his research without
any further molestation hebe pursued his journey until hebe
came into the northern part of pennsypennsylvaniaivania near the sus
quehannahquehannah river in which part his father in law resided

having provided himself with a home hebe commenced
translating the record by the gift and power of god
through0u b theibeineansmeans of the urimarim and thummimthumminiThummini and being
tapoorwriteriipooIi poo triterlter hebe was under the necessity of employing a
scribear6ribelbeabe to0 wriwritete the translation as it came fromfrondfroni hislilsllis mouth

in the meanmehn time a few of the original characters were
accurately transcribed and translated by mrdvir smith which
with the translation were taken by a gentleman by the
namenameofnameonof martin harris to the city of new york where
they were presented to a learned gentleman by the name
of anthon whobho professed to be extensivelybeextensively acquainted with
many lanuabanualanguages0 0 es both ancient and modern Hhee examexaminedined
them but was unable to decipher them correctly but hebe
presumed that if the original records could be brought he
could assist in translating thepthemthem

but to return mr smith continued the work of
translation as his pecuniary circumstances would permit
until he finished the unsealed papartrtofartofof the records the part
translated is entitled

1
the 11 book of mormon which con-

tains nearly as much reading as the old testament
in this important and most interesting book we can read

thethehistoryofhistory of ancieancleancientnt americaameriamerlca from its early settlement by
a colony who came from the tower of babel at the confu-
sion of languages to the beginningbeginningof of the fifth century of
the christian era by these records we are informed
that americajnamerica Jnin ancient times has been inhabited by two
distinct races of people the first or momorere ancient raggraceragyrace
came directly from the great tower being called jareditesJared ites
the second race came directly from the city of peruJeruverpjerusalemjerusalesalefalefaie m j
about six hundred years before christchrist being israelites
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principally the descendants ofjosephjosepb the first nation or
srincipallyprincipally

areditesjeditesJedared ites were destroyed about the time that the israelites

came from jerusalemwhojerusalem who succeeded them in thetheinleriinheri-

tance of thethecouatr3t4country the principal nation of the second

race fell in battlea6vdrdsbattlebattie tovvards the close of the fourth century

the remainiremainaremaining5g remnanreenanremnantt havinghaying dwindled into anaftantann uncivi-

lized state stilljillalilalii continue to inhabit the land althoughalthoughdi di-

vided into a multitudecinuffitude of nations and are called by
europeans the I1 american indians

we learn from this very ancient history that at the
confusion of languages when the lord scattered the peo-

pleple upon all the face of the earth the jareditesJared ites being a

ririghteoushteousleous people obtained favour inin the sightofthesight of the lord
and were not confounded and because of their right-
eousness the lord miraculously led them from the tower

to the great ocean wwherehere they were commanded to build

vessels in which theyweketheywerewereweke marvemauvemarvellouslyllously brought across

the great deep to the shoresofshoresshoreshoresonsofof nonorthamericaNorthrth america
and the lord god promised to give them ameriamericaamerl611

which was a very choice land in his sight for an inhericherinheri-

tance and liehelleile swore unto them in his wrath thatthu whosochoso
should possess this land of promise from that time hence-

forth and forever should serve him the true andana only god

or they should be swept off when the fulnessfalness of his wrath

should come upon them and they were fully ripened in
iniquity moreover he ereerapromiseded to makemaliemaile them a great
and powerful nation so that thereer6 should be no greater
nation upon all the face of the earth

accordingly inin process of time they became a very

numerous and powerful people occupying principally

north america building largelargerlangeiange cities in all quarters of the
land being a civilized and enlightened nation agricul-
ture and machinery were carried on to a great extent
commercial and manufacturing business flourished on every
handband yetyeti in consequence of wickedness they were often

visited with terrible judgments many prophets were raised

up among them from generation to generation who testi-
fied against the wickedness of the pepeopleopleopie and prophesied

of judgments and calamities which f awaitedawaitealaited themtifththemif theyey

did not repent &cac someiiniesaheysometimes they were visited by pes-

tilence and plagues and sometimes by famine and war

until at length0 having occupied the land some fifteen or
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sixtsixteeneon hundbundhundredradr6d yyearsears their wickedness became so great
that the lortthreatenedlordLortlori threatened by the mouth 0of bispkopbhis prophetsets to
utterly destroy them from the faceibfface of the land jbutubutbutthpithey
gavenogabenogagavevenojio heed to these warnings therefore thefordthewordthe word offeeoffbeof the
lord was fulfilled and they were entirely destroyed
leaving their housesbouses their citiespities and their land desolatedesolatp
and their sacred records also which were kept orionorl goldoidold

llatesjyereplatespiates werewene jeftbyleft by aoneboneone of their last prophets whose name
was ether in such a situation that ththeyeymereeymprewere discovered
by the remnant ofpfaf joseph who soonsoon afterwards yverewere
brought from jerusalem to inherit the land

this temxemremnantnant of joseph wewerere also led in aia miraculous
manner from jerusaserusaperusajerusalemlemyleml in the arstfirst year of tbejeignthe reign of
zedekiah king of judah they werey ere finstfirst led 6tp dhedhothe
eastern borders of thee redhed sea then thetheyyjourneyejourneyedj afodfoforr
sbinelimeal9ngthesome time along the bordersthborders ththereof nearnearlyneailyyinas6uifiin southeastsouth east
direction4rectiori after which they0y alteredj tervd itheirheirthein course nnearlyelaljy
eastward until they carpejqcame to the geatvabersgreat waters where by
thealik commandmentco dimand ment of god they built a vessel intn which
they wereweiewele safely brought0 across phethefheaheaho great pa6ifipacificC ogeopeoceanan
iandlandeduponand landed upon the western coast of south america

in the eleventh y2qarqfyear of the tpreignigiigl of zedzedekiaheklaakiaekia atav the
time the jewsjowsjaws wwereere carried 1

aiawayvay captive into babylon
another remnant were broughtoptbrought outopt of jerusalem somesome6fof
whom werewore descendants ofjudabof judah ththeyey landedlarded in north
Americaitamericaawericaamericait sosoononaftrrwhichafter which they emigratedemigrated into the northern
partsipartsimparts of southsouthamericaamerica at ablwblwhichclicil placeladelate tbeywerethey were disco-
vered by the remnantpfremnant of sosejoseposejosephjosophb sosomethingmethinmethiD likeilke fourliunfourhounboun hun-
dred yeyearsars after

promfromerom these ancient records xvejeawe learnrn tfiatthisrewnantthat this remnant
of josephjosepn soon after theyln&athey landed pepseppdpseparatedabatedarated ihenlselthemselvess
inintoto two distinct nations this Aidivisionvision iyascausewas causedc by fta
certain portiportlportionorloil of tbthemem being greatly persecuted because4&ame
of their righteousness bbyy the remainder the persecuted
nation emigrated towards the northernnorthernthein parts of south
america leaving the wickwicked

1
ed nation inin possession of the

middle and southern parts of thesamthelamthe same0 thetjie formenformerormerildemerildeor nenewerehere
calledicdlled nephitesbeingnephitesNephites

I1
being

Y
led byI1 a prophet whosewlosealose name wastwas

nephi the iatterlatterclatterslatter were called lamanitesLamanites being ledjedlei b- abymbyi
very wicked man whose i name waswa sLamanlaman the nephitesnepbitqsNephitesbites

habhad inm their possession aaicopywicopygopycopy atheptheof the 8holynoly61yscripture13scriptures viziz
sthefnve books of 11031o310dlodioidimoseses and the propropheciesdecieshecies of ththeehoholy&X
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prophets downdowntodowntoto jeremiah in whosewbosedaysdays theytbeyjeftleft reqjeru-
salem these serlseriscriscripturesptureswerewere engraved on platesplatepiateshiateplatesofsofof brass

in the egyptian languagelanguaC they themselves also made

pplatespiateslates soon after their laiilandingdingAing on which
V

they began tpip
engrave their own history prophecies visionsvisions andaudtevelarevela-

tionsti guspus all these sacred records werewerverevere kept by holy and

righteous men who were inspired byy ibthe holyifilyicily ghost
handcandand were carefully preserved and handed down from genegellegelie

ratiyationtoorationyationtoto generation I1

andAnd the lord gave unto themthein the whole continent for

paa land of promise andaniund hebe promised that they and ttheirhe ir
alldrenchildren after them should inherit it on condition of

I1

their obediaobedicobediencendence to his cc6romandmentsam6m mandinnandin entsants hutbut if they werewerwenee

alsdisdisobedientaisobedient6bedient they shouldshoum be cut off fromfroiniihiss presence andand

the NenephitesneplitesNeppliteshites began to prosper inin tthebe landaccordinglaudland according to
cheir1heirheir righteousness and they multiplied and spread forth to

fahelahethe east and west and north building large villages anilandana

icitiecitiess and synagogues and temples together with forts
andandtowerstowers andandf6iitificafortificationstionseions to defend themselves gainstagainstli

rtbeirenemiestheir enemies and they cultivated the earlbandr4sedearth and raised

variousvarious kinds of grain linin abundanceabundanceuce they also raised
nufiierousnumerous flocks of domestic aanimalsimalsemals and became aa very
wealthy people having in abundance gold silversliversi v er copper

tiniron&qtin iron ac&c arts and sciensciencesces flourishflourisheded to a great ex-

tent various kinds of machiberyweremachinely weiewelewelo in Pusensee clothcioth
ofvariousof various kinds were manufactured swords cimeterscimeters
axesaxeaxesandsandand various implements of war were made togetherto ether
withvitliheadhead shields armatinarin shishlshieldseldselaseias and breastplatebreastplatesbreastpiatesplates to6 defend

themselvesvthemselves in battle withoeirwith their enemiesi and in tth&jiayshe 4a s

of their rrighteousnesslabiablah teousness they were a clycivilizedelliiielized enlienilenlightenedgliast en

andi happyi- ipeople
but on the other hand the lamanitesLamanites bebaubecaubecausese oatlieoftlieoftof t e

lardnessofhardness of their hearts brought down matimatlmanymarymanxmady judgmentsjudgmejudgiet
upon their own heads nevertheless ththeypawpywwereweieere not destroy
ededasas a nation butthebuethebut the lord godsentgodsendgod sent lorth- a cursecurse uponpobU

them and they becameecameaescameaa ddarkt rkioathsomeloathsome and filthype8plefilthy people
before their rebellion they were white and exceedingly

sfairfair like the nepbites but the lord god curscursedeathemthem inin
theiritbeir complexionscompletionscomplex ions and they were changed to a darkwk
colourc6lourbolour and they became awildabilda wid savagesayacsaya c and feroefero8ferociousi peop

pie beinbeingg great enemiesenemies to the I1nephitesNepealtesbaltesI1 biteshites whom ththeyay9y

ioukousousought9lit by every melusmeans to destrodestroyh and many times apecpecame
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against them with their numerous hosts to battle but
were repulsed by the nephitesandNephitenephitesNep hitessandand driven bacbackk to their
own possessions not however generally speaking withawith4with-
outoutgreatgreat loss on both sides for tens of thousands wwereere
very frequently slain after which they were piled togtogethermiorwiormier
in great heaps upon the fafacegacece of the ground and covered
with a shallow covering of earth whichwhicchich will satisfactorily
account for those ancientm6undsancient mounds filled wiwith human bones
so numerous at the present day both in north and south
america

the second colony which left jerusalem eleven years
after the remnant of joseph left that city landed in north
americaanerkaanderka and emigrated from thence to the northern parts
of south america and about four hundred years afterarter
they were discovered by the nephitesNephites as we stated in the
foreforegoingforegoingoin

they wewererecalledcalled the people of zarahemlaZarahemla they hadbad
been perplexed with manmanyy wars amonamongg themselves and
having brought no records with them their language had
become corrupted and they denied the beingofbeing of god and
at tlietimi3the time they were discovered by the nephitesNephites they were
very numerous and only in a partial state of civilization
butthebuethebut the nephitesNephites united with them and taught them the
holy scriptures and they were restrestoredoredbred to civilization
and became oheoneone nation with them andinand in process oflinieof timelinietinie
thethenephitesf- h

ne hite began to build ships near the isthmus of
driendarin and launclaunchclaunc themthed forth inintot0 the western ocean iinn
aichwhichalch great numnumbersberssailedbers sailed a great distance to the north-
ward and began to colonize north america other cocolonieslonies
emigratedemigrated by land and in a few centuries thethemthei whole conti
nent became peopled nornorthth america at that time was
almost entirely destitute of timber it hahavingving been cut off
by the ivorernoreanore ahiafiancientclentcieni race who came from the great tower
at the confusion of languages butbultbuit the nephitesnepbitesNephitesbites became
very skilfulinskilskilfulskinfulfulinin building houses of cement also much tim
her was carried by the way of absbshipping from Ssouth0uth to north
america thetheyy alsoaiso planted groves and began to raise
timber that in time their wants might be supplied large
cities were built in various parts of the continent both
among the lamanitesLamanites and nephitesNephites the law of mosmosese s

was observed by the latter numerous prophets were
raised up from time to time throughout0 their generations
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historical and prophetrcalpropifeticalprophetical 4hicligfewhich defewefemany aeotazeotarecordsreotare othotaora both
them woift6komesome fonoai6dfionlon piatesplates of

of great gize werewidrowidre lbkept lambhg

gold and other metals latiaand sotnebotne60tif6ionon other materials thethe
sabered vecavec6recordsadsrds also 0f the rathoreihoterthore ancient fdracecc whoavvadltldnhadbad been

thembornhoinhein these were engraved an6nmdestroyed were found belbornbylbornbylby
translated themthein ii1tollfeirinto their ownbiva lan-

guage

lan-
s e adsof goldt theyplaueplateplatesofs 0 gb i

pageguage bybifbig tthehi0 91giftft andp0weroladlhd p6nv jbfrbf goligodgoigobi through vigthemothetothemmthetoeansandayisdeanseang of

the urimunrnarim and thummimThummim theythefittjatlaiyidedntaintededn tainted ahatiatl histori6hlhiston6&l

tlaccount fromfrbiallibthe creatsohaownr&ddh4otbl tat6 the iwerimertwertoweroff6f babel j and

dholiblibhithafreihfroihhithAthat timelimeirneirue adriddriildkkfi lentillintilvhlil teavythyytiavy wseiftmase destroyed comprising

ah1ha periodpdibdofof aboutabddttihirtyjdhithirty roulrout r hundred orbrthlityfiethirty five hun

dreddied yearsyearis thaytheithekth6ythfey abbtso contained many prophecies great

hildbildand marvellousinaftell6vmarcellousmarvellous reachingiiewafvrigt&wfclforward tuthst6thsto the ifihaie&dtddeinalfinaleinai end and conicoriconn

i hmand thecreationbfihdicedatibiiof theahe new IveaVenheaven
I1 summati6hsumffiiti6h ofbf allailaliallthiiivsthings
ananewandnewandwd ntwehitlinew earth

thetho prophets aisoalsoalgaig among the nephitesnqbitegNephiteS roberohesledtophesledrohesledsied of

bd mhdthdthesecretsofdusaus d futurity and saw
great things they optened9paenplen

ofithethe comingbbrilibg 0 messiah ililiiiiin the flesh and661 prophesied theithe

tassitkssiblessingsngs to c600uvilthcome upon theirbirhir a&cdrfdahtsihdescendants in theahe uftdrtiiffelatteriatter timestimers

andilndrrfad6made knownkn6wh ulletheuuie hitbhibbhistoryy ofofuhborngenerati6nsiihbdrhvjierati6w audandandllhidiaidii

folded the grgramanaahaanh &enbsofevents of ages to46 come and vielvedthevievedviewed the

poerroer and glory hndmand majestypjatyj&ty of messiahs te6oh&ddvoitecdhd advent
fhndandfand beheld the establishment of the kingdom bf ppeaceeiiicj unaJnu

gazedgazedupuponod thigl6ibthe gloriedgbtiabiddy6ftighte6ijgn6gsof twethe day of righteousness hilliariaurnaunna usavjv
ddcrcatidnatichi6h redeemedredetnba from the cursedftt9& aifillitilfthbahdaad bliallbil the ilig4ttbiisightedus
filledifillod withwithsobgbteviarliftisongs bt everlastihgeverlastinggiopgjopjoy

whethe nephltesnqhr6s knekheknew df thethi birthdirth and crucifixioncrucifikionldiu8fikW or-

at
christ by certertertairitairntairitaini celestial ahaahu terrestrial henolneha which

thoeahbethosethbe times werewerd shown forth in tulhtmehtiavilfilffiai of thet pre
uiationsilidti6n of chadymany1hadymanx ofofthbittheir prophets nbtwithmanding96twittftddihfl thbjhbe
many blessings withvitahvithhVithhwhichich etuytheyituy had beennekmek u60blessed64 they FAkaakauhau
fallfailfalifallenfailenen into gligwatwi&6dheatcat wickedness hildhilaarndaridannd bur1188budbbr caslcasi autout61iteut ethIthithbaydinthebAydinSitintsityits
and thepbpli6tthe prophets iindsf6hbdnd stoned and killedHIMlim tilaiathenittilait Thuewhumoluew
atht thetili timetimijimi ofdf the cruclnfiori&iitiiwofl

i

thtit bchristpriftihrifti iabihbthayth&y werzverzterevere visitedrited
in great judgment shiblithifckthibli daraaraarkrieskries coveredA thdivthe wiloiewilbiehbl6 bcori-in bilbtl
tintinelltinenlenient thethiethle earth wasww terribly convulsedc6fiviffim thtithbjhb roclaroctakdbvs

i and afaaftaaaafterwards f6ufaufduridd fahfnf1hwere renteritlit into brokenkalidmalidmaiidft fragments
seamsreams and6ndcicracksdad6kitv8ahlfnaorinpori allailali hatthh4 facefawbftliof inding landlda mdiimdinimduhtainsif i9ifils

werev6fdiikjrunesunklunen into valleysvalley9i16tidhilanadannd valleys raise0&d 1intdinedi id aiyuhiyuhi&ufitain s

theib highvay&highitbly anidaridiridannderldelid levellevet roads frere br6keif v andaanad spoiledspdiled
many14any citiesditle were laid iriinlriirl ruinsi others0mrswviaa&fbpihwerewerg buriedburledhurled u ih
fhethef b depthsdeaths of the daftd4ftearthhi and fribffibmountainsurithifi occupied theiriIM i pra6ei

B
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while others were sunk and waters cameupincame upinup in theirsteadthetheirirsteadstead
and others still were burned by fire from heaven

thus the predictions of their prophets were fulfilled upon
their heads thus the more wicked part both of the
nephitesNephites and lamanitesLamanites were destroyed thus the
almighty executed vengeance and fury upon them that the
bldodbldbdblood of the saints and prophets might no longer cry from
the ground against

C them
those who survived these terrible judgmjudgejudgmentsentsants were fa

douredvoured with the personal ministry of christ for after he
arose fromthefrom the dead and finished his ministryministryat at jerusalem
and ascended to heaven he descended in the presence of
the nephitesNephites who were asemassembledbiedbled round about their tem-
ple in the northern parts of south america hpexhibitedheHp exhibited
to them his wounded hands and side and feet and cohcomcom-
manded the law of moses to be abolished and inintroducedtrod ucedcea
and established the gospel in its stead and chose twelve
disciples from among them to administer the same and
instituted the sacrament and prayed for and blessed their
littlecbildrenlittle children and healed their sick and blind aandndlamelameiame
and deaf and those who were afflicted inin any way and
raised a man from the dead andshowedand showed forth his power in
their midst and expounded the ScOpscripturestures which had been
given from the beginning down to that time and made
known UDuntoto themthemetheml all things which shouldtakeshould take place down
until he should come in his glory aandndfronifrom that time down
to the end when all people nations and ianlanlanguagesua es should
stand before god to be judged and the hheaveneayen anandd the
earth should pass away and there should be a new heaven
and new earth these teachings of jesus wereedgravedwere engraved
upon plates some of which irhvrhare contained iinn the bobookol01 of
mormon but the more part are not revearevealedledinin that bobookhookok
but are hereafterhereafter to be made manimanifestfe st tato the shinsainskinsaintstat8

after jesus had finished ministerministeringing ununtofo them hebe
ascended into heaven andtheand the twelve disciples whom he
hadad chosen wentforthwent forthhorth upon all the faceofgaceface of thelandthe land preach-
ing

r

the gospel baptizing thosethose whwho0 repented for the re-
mission of sinsaftersinsinssaffersafterafter which theylaidthey laid their hands upon them
thatchatahat theymightthey might receive the holy spirit mighty miracles
were wrought bybyjhemthem and also by many of the church
the nephitesNephites aandpal- alamanitesLamaam nnitesites wwereereallreailrealiallailali convertconverteded uuntonaqtq Atheh
lord both in south and north america and theydthey dweltmi
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above three hundred years but towards
in righteousness

fourth of the Christchristianchristihnihn era they had
tthehe close of the century

from god that he sufsummeredsufferedfeied great judg-

ments
far apostatizedso

to fall upon them the lamanitesLamanites at that time

dwelt in south america and the nephitesNephites in north

america them whichcommenced betweenA great and terrible war
and resulted in the complete over-

throw
forlasted many years
and destruction of the nephitesNephites this war com-

menced at the isthmus of driendariendarlen and was verydestructivovery destructive

for at lentbthelength the nephitesNephites
nationsto both many years the

were driven before their enemies a great distance to

north and northeastnorth east and havinghaying gathered their whole

ether both men women and children they en-

camped
nation totogether the

on and round about the hill cumorah where

records were found which is in the state of newsiy york

about two hundred miles west of the city of albany here
hosts of the lamanitesLamanitesthe numerousmet bythey were maleboth

and were slain and hewn down and slaughtered

the middle aged and children hun-
dreds
and female aged

of thousandswerethousands were slain on both sides and the nation

ofbf the nephitesNephites were destroyed excepting a few whohadwhobadde de-

serted over to the lamanitesandlamanitesLamaniteLamanitessandsanaand a few who escaped into
fell woundewoundedd and were

the south country and a few who

left by the lamanitesLamanites on the field of battle for dead among

whom were mormon and his son moroni who were right-

eous
mormon

men
had made an abridgementabridgement from the records of

which abridgementabridge ment he entitled
his forefathers upon plates

of godand being commandedthe it book of mormon
he hid up in the hill Cumocumorahrahrab all the sacred records of hisbis

forefathers which were in his possession except the abridge

ment called the 11 book of mormon which he gave to his

son moroni to finish moroni survived his nation a few

and rcontinuedontinuedtbethe writings in which hebe informs us
yearstearsteatsyeats
that the lamaniLamaalamanilamanitesnitestes huntedthhunthuntedhunteledththoseose few nephitesnepbitesNephitesbites who escaped

the great and tremendous battle of cumorah until they

all destroyed excepting those who were mingled
vavereywerevivereyvere

idithpithiwith the lamanitesLamanites and that he was left alone and kept
who

itselfwbimselfimselfimselfseif hid for they sought to destroy every nephite
thatchchristrist he furfurthermoremermore statesstatesouidwouaououldid not ddenyeny the

anotherandandnd that theanothericheirheinhet e lamanitesLamanites were at waroneaaronewar one with


