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Salt Lake City, Jahuary 31, 1907.

Elder Alfred k. Nelson,

Tooele, Utah.

Dear Rrother:-

I received your letter of the 88th inst the following day, but
on aceount of the pressure of other matters havg delayed the reply
until now. |

There is nothing in our standard Wworks, nor any authoritative
statement torihe effect that one third of the hésts of heaven remaineéd
miteral in the great conflict and that the colored races are of '
that neutral class. The statewent has been put forth at various
times unti%/ttt hd€s become quite general that the Negro race has
been ¢ursed for taking a neutral position in that great contest. But
this is not the official vposition of the Churck ) merely the opinion
of men. In the Pearl of Great Price we learn that the children of
Ham were cursed as pertaining to the Priesthood, but no reason is
there espressed., Tradition states that the Prophet Joseph Smith
declared that the reason why the children of Cain ¢annot receive
the Prissthood is that Gain cut his brother Abel off from the earth
before he had seed, and therefore the Lord decléred that dain'a
posterity cannot hold the Priesthood until Such time and place
a8 Abel shall have posterity, which of course will not be in this
mortal life. Whether this is true or not, - and I believe it is =

the faet remains that the ehildren of Cain cannet hold the Prientzood,

Agéfucl/
but this does not debar otiner colored races, /7£é2;J2;v
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