al milieu of early nine-
the anti-Masonic controversy

g the late 1820s.! If the similari-
ties between Masonry and the secret societies described in the book

are not apparent to some modern readers, they were to its first read-
ers, Mormon and non-Mormon, who almost immediately associated
its warnings of latter-day “secret combinations” with th.e dxjeadid Ma-
sons.? Despite the book’s use of the term “secret combm.atlons —a fa-
vorite anti-Masonic epithet—several scholars now, for various reai\sor.ls,.
Object to the connection and, in some instances, offer altern}a:tlvi m-
"erpretations. In particular, I will examine and respond tc])) t in:hizl
Nents put forth by Richard L. Bushman, Blake T. Ostler, D.
Uinn, and Daniel C. Peterson.

; . rmonism,
. Inhis 1984 book, Joseph Smith and the Beginmings ?{i(?;[”obetween
Richarg Bushman acknowledged “a few obvious similarl cended that
gllle Book of Mormon and anti-Masonic rhetoric b;tt}f: rII)OSsibility of
enc}.l Paralle]s are superficial.” While he discounte

Ostler tried
ONmenta] influence on the Book of Mormon, Blake

teenth-century America, particularly
that pervaded western New York durin
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none of the e
o were Co bf00k dS first readers who expressed an opini

GBS 1 . 1nion
8 for instance, Al about this. Commenting on the proph on Fhe mat-
crevdlenc ff: exander Campbell stated that M0r0§ “TSY in Ether

. . 1

y of free masonry in the times when his B aments the
up out of the earth »19%% One sh is Book should be d
interpretation g x e should be cautious about embraci k

0, secret combinations” that conflicts with “M an

sus of the book’s first audience. ith the consen-

CONCLUSION

.Desplte the efforts of Bushman, Ostler, Quinn, and Peterson
anti-Masonry remains the probable source of inspiration for the Booli
of Mormon’s Gadianton bands. The declarations of some apologists—
for example, William J. Hamblin’s statement that the “supposed

Gadianton-Masonry connection has been debunked,” or John Gee’s

assertion that the anti-Masonic thesis has been «conclusively demon-

strated to be a mirage”—are premature and naive.
For those interested in the historical and literary anachronisms in
the Book of Mormon, 2 search through Joseph Smith’s cultural envi-

ronment for possible influences1 nterprise. For those of
us so engaged, the apologetiC demand for an exact correspondence
between Masonry and Gadianton bands is unn and irrelevant:
The parallels are so striking that any reasonable person should a¢
knowledge them, whatever their subsequent interpretation of thfflf

significance may be. The question is no longer W

used Masonic and anti—Masonic elements fr ;i
ing both similar and unique 11 the Book ©

create someth
but rather to what extent. Nothing the ap

far has rendere

tended the Book of Mormon to ado
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