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| Ome thing is here to be noticed,

| metallic plates stereotyped or embosseg with
| letters. Atmtincﬂnrrimtohe..,,:“‘l
the solid gold of these plates, at another g, y
to be religioualy kept to convince the y oy, |
ruth of the revelation—and, *then 1,
could not be seen by any but three wiu.,.hh"
the Lord should choose. How casy j , ™
were there any such plates in existen mh .
| e, to
them, and to show that Mormonism g e, |
ningly devised fable.” How far Harriy o, . ™
by this imposture, or how far he entere -
& matter of speculation, I am unable 1 4, ';'
veral gentlemen in Palmyrs, who sy ad N
versed with him frequently, think he was h:
ing under a sort of monomania, and that b
roughly believed all that Jo Smith e~ *
him on this subject. He was so muych, :'t
60 the subject, that he immediately siariy g
some of the manuscripts that Smtj, f“"“'!b«“
on a journey to New York and Washingien, -
sult some learned men o memmun.:"
the language in which this record was ey "
ARer his return, he came toleemeamm:m"
mé that among others he had consylieg pm-:
Anthon, of Columbia College, wlo i1, N
characters in which the book was write, .
markable, but he could not decide exactly wiy
language they belouged to. Marti jyg o, b
come a perfect believer. He said he hyg no
doubt of Smith's divine commission, than -
vine commission of the aposties
that Smith was an obscure apd
re showed that he must be actip under d;
m | pulses. *“ God had chosen the ffohsh m:;i:;
n, | world to confound the wise, and the weak th;
of | to confound the mighty ; and base things, nh;:
A | which are despised — yes, and things that are ny
lic | to bring to nought things that are— that no fey
@, should glory n his presence.”  Tht he was wg
ee | ing to ™ take of ‘thc nponhgg of his goods™ to susty
n- | Smith in carrying on this work of the Lord:
he lhut_he was determined that the book should
ng | published, though it consumed all his worldly g
he | stance. It was in vain | endeavoured 1o ex;am
as | late. I was an unbeliever, and could not sex ofy
W | off. ‘As for him, he must follow the light whig
th | God had given him. Whether at this time Sag
°T, | had those colleagues that certainly sfterwy
he | moved unseen the wheels of this machinery, |
th [ unable to say. Even after Cowdery and Ripta
7€ | were bending the whole force of their mindsy g
In | carrying out of this imposture, Jo Smith contine
d. | to be the ostensible prominent actor in the imm
fy | The way that Smith made his transcripts asiing,
h | lations for Harris was the following : Althougs 5
it | the same room, a thick curtain or blanket wasss
e | pended between them, and Smith concesled bebai
d- | the blanket, pretended to look through his specs
18, | cles, or transparent stones, and would then wra
he | down or repeat what he saw, which, when repes's
he | aloud, was written down by Hatris, who sat on the
m. | other side of the suspended blanket. Harris wu
ild | told that it would arouse the most terrible divies
Id. | displeasure, if he should attempt to draw near the
he | sacred chest, or look at Smith wlhile engared in the
™0 | work of decyphering \be mysterous chamcters
$8- | This was Harris' own account of the matter
he | me. What other measures they afterwards oot
ly. | to transcribe or translate from these metallic plates
p€- | [ cannot say, as [ very soon after Uis removed ¥
1atl | another field of labour where | heard no mores
‘a8 | this matter Ull | learned the Poox or Mows
\P- | was about being published. [t was not 1l afte
e8. | the discovery of the manuscript of Spauldiag, ¢
of | which I shall subsequently give some account, Us
0t | the actors in this imposture thought of caliing e
ad | pretended revelation the Boox or Moaxos. Th
a- | book, whiclr professed to be a transiation of ¢
ut | golden Bible brought to light by Joseph Smih
it | was published in 1530—to accompish whad
of | Martin Harris actually mortgaged i v
od | In addition to the facts with whes [mysed v
di- | conversant in 1827 and 152%, congected i e
rd | rise of Mormonism, | have been Wt B
ok | lay hold of one or two yaluable documents,
of | obtain several items of intellizence, by ¥
he
he
m-
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The very h
‘”"ﬂllt may

ehall be enabled to continue tins sketeh of l'_-h'_-f
and origin of this singular imposture. Tomi s
there never was a grosser pice of decepter &
't | dertaken to be practised than thi. But | ot
i1 | shall be obliged to postpone ull another lﬂl'
1~ | the full development which | wish 10 make et
in | finishing this sketch. You will probebly be™
10 | me in relation to this matter next week.

'y | Yours, &c. J Ak




