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THE SENTENCE OF JOHN D. LEE, IN THE SECOID DISTRICT COURT

OF UTAH: JACOB S, BOREMAN, JUDGE;:

THE COURT SAID:

"John D. Lee, have you anything to sey why the
sentence of death shell not now be pronounced against youj"™

Lee, - "I have not."

The Court:- "You, John D. Lee, prisoner at the bar, have,

by the verdiect of & Jury, been found guilty of murder in the
first degree. From the evidence before them, the jury could
not have done otherwise than to find you guilty. The proof
- was cleer and positive.

This is your second trial. At the trial last year,
the evidences of guilt were dlein, but three fourths of the
Jury, from ssme ceuse, were then for your acquittal.

The testimony edduced on the present trial is main-
ly from witnesses who could not then be obtained. But this
evidence for some cause, has been unsealed and the witnesses
found read; in your cese to tell what part you played in the
greet crime. They will hereefter have opportunities of telling
what others did to a&id in plenning and executing it. The
faect thet the evidence was not blought out on this trial to
criminate some other leaders, does not show that such evi-
dence does not exist. Iuch of such testimony ceme out on
the former triel end the public in endeevoring to reach the
botton of the whole affeir, will not confine itself to the
eyidence brought out on this triel glone. The evidence at
both trials will be considered together. And according to
the evidence on the former trisl the massacre seems to have
been the result of a vast conspiracy extending from Salt
Leke City to the blood; field. Amd the emigrants were all
along their line of travel and no where were the citizens
permitted to give or sell them anything to sustain life,
either in man or enimel, although they were in great need
thereof. And the men who ectually perticipated in the deed
were not the only guilty ones. Although the evidence shows
plainly that you were a willing perticipant in the massscre,
yvet both trisls teken together show that others and some
high in suthority, inasugurated and decided upon the wholesale
gslaughter of the emigrants. That slaughter took place nine-
teen years ago. From that time to the present term of Court
there has been throughout the Territory, & persistent and
determined opposition to any investigation of the massacre.
Shortly after the slaughter, Judge Cradlebasugh saught to
have it investigsted, but he. for his efforts in thet direct-
ion, was villified beyond measure, and the ruling powers
emong the people ceused his efforts to be entirely unaveiling.
The same policy has thwarted every effort from that day to
this to bring the guilty to justice.

At your former triel, last year, nearl; the whole
power and influence of those who were supposed to have had
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something to do with the crime were sgainst your conviection.
This opposition to investigetion was in striet accordance
with their settled policy of hostility to placing the guilt
where it belongs. But their efforts to smother and erush out
investigetion were found to aveil them no longer., It was
impossible to longer delay the day when the inside faets of
the conspiraey should be brought out, and they have suddenly
changed their policy and seem now to be consenting to your
death. I do not comprehend why this is 80, unless they have
hoped by your conviction to eppease the publiec indignation
throughout the country, and that your econvietion and death
would end the further investigetion of the matter. But in
these things they are greatly misteken. This dreasd crime
will not down and your convietion is but the beginning of

the end. The demends of justice will not be satisfied until
the guilty leaders in planning or executing thet crime are
known and brought to the bar of justice and their cases in-
vestigated in the courts end passed upon by impartisl juries.
It gives me no pleasure to say anything in reference to this
awful deed in which you were & willing participant. You

and all those who plotted this déed of blood or:willingly
participated therein, are no doubt guilty of a great crime
end their unoffending viectims, though their mouths are &losed
in this world, will meet and confront you a2ll at the ber of
Almighty God, where the secrets of all hesrts shall be made
known. And the guilty cennot avoid that tribunsl.

The world hes no sympathy for perpetrators of
such destardly and cruel butcheries, and the Christien
Civilization of our day stands aghast at the long and persist-
ent efforts to prevent the guilty from being brought to Jjustice.

And the long delay can dnly be accounted for upon the suppos-
ition that the guilty leaders in plotting and carrying out
this crime, controlled arnd still control the public sentiment
in this Territory. '

There is & sympathy for you among some people,
growing out of the belief that you have been deserted by the
parties to and the plotters of the crime, and allowed to be
sscraficed. But yet all good men feel thet your convietion
is but the proper execution of the law. It is painful to
think thet eny humen being should suffer death for any reason,
but outraged justice demands it. But no one that I know of,
connected with the administration of the lews, takes any
pleasure in your death, nor the death of any one. It is &
sad duty which devolves upon them in this metter and they
cannot avoid,

In accordance with the verdict of the jury and the
law, it becomes my duty to pass the sentence of death upon you,
end in doing this the statute requires thet you mey have o
choilce, if you desire, of three modes of execution, namely:
by hanging, b, shooting, or by beheading. If you have &nj
choice or desire in this respect, you can now express it."

Lee-(The prisoner)- "I prefer to be shot."

The Court:- "As you have made choice and expressed a desire
thet you bhe executed by being shot, it follows thet such shell
be the judgment of the Court. The judgment of the Court
therefore is that you be teken hence to & place of confine
ment within this Territory, thet you there be ssfel; kept in
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confinement until Fridey, the 26th day of January, 1877; that
between the hours of 10 o'clock in the forenoon and three
o'elock in the afternoon of that day, you be tsken from your
place of confinement and in this district publicly shot until
you are dead, and may Almighty God have mercy upon your soul,”
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