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THE SEHTEITCE 0}' JOID.! D. LEE, IH Th""S S:EcODD DIST3ICT COU?T 

OF UTAH: JACOBS. BOREMAU, JUDGE; 

THE COURT SAID: 

"John D. Lee, have you anythine to sa:, why the 
sentence of death shall not now be pronounced against you't' 

Lee,- 11I havo not." 

The Court:- "You, John D. Lee, prisoner at the bar, have, 
by the verdict of a jury, been found guilty of murder in the 
first degree. From the evidence before them, the jury could 
not have done otherwise than to find you guilty. The proof 
1as cleEr and positive. 

This is ~our second trial. At the trial last year, 
the evidences of guilt were ~lain, but three fourths of the 
jury, from ss .rne cause, v,ero then for your acquittal. 

The testimony rdducea on tho present trial is main­
ly from witnesses who could not then be obtained. Butt .is 
evidence for some cause, has been unse1:..led and the ,ui tnesses 
found read:, in .:1 our case to tell .;;hat pert ~ ou played in the 
greet crime. The will hereefter have opportunities of telling 
nhat others did to aid in :plsnning and executing it. The 
fact thst tho evidence was not brought out on this trial to 
criminate ·some other leaders, a oes not sho11 that s .. rnh evi­
dence does not exist. :.:Iuch of such testimony came out on 
the former trial snd the public in endec:voring to reach the 
botton of the whole affair, will not confine itself to the 
eridence brought out on this triel elone. The evidence at 
both trials will be considered together. And according to 
the evidence on tho former trial the massacre seems to have 
been the result of a vast conspiracy extending from Salt 
Lake City to the blood~ fie1d. And the emigrants v,ore all 
along their line of travel and no y;here v1ero the citizens 
permitteu to give or sell them anything to sustain life, 
either in man or animal, although they \7ere in grcs.t need 
thereof. And the men who actually participated in the deed 
were not the only guilty ones. Although the evidence shows 
plainly t 1_at you were a willing participant in tho massacre, 
yet both trials taken together sho; that others and some 
high in authority, inaugurated and decided upon t'ie v1holesale 
slaughter of tho emigrants. That slaughter took place nine­
teen years ago. From that time to tho present term of Court 
there has been throughout the Territory, a persistent and 
determined opposition to any investigation of the massacre. 
Shortl, : after the slaughter, Judge Cradlebaugh saught to 
have it investigated, but he. for his efforts in that direct­
ion, was villified be;i;ond measure, ond the ruline powers 
among the people caused his efforts to be entirely unavailing. 
The same polic"'- has thwarted every effort fron that day to 
this to bring the guilty to justice. 

At your former trial, last year, nearlv the whole 
power and influence of those ,,y,ho v.,ere supposed to have had 
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something to do ~ith the crime were against your conviction. 
This opposition to investig tion ,as in strict accordance 
vlith their sottled policy of hostility to placing the guilt 
,,here it belongs. But their efforts to smother and crush out 
investigation were found to aveil them no longer. It was 
impossible to longer delay the day when the inside facts of 
the conspiracy should be brought out, and they have suddenly 
changed their policy and seem no\: to be consenting to your 
death. I do not comprehend wh this is so, unless they have 
hoped by your conviction to appease the public indignation 
throughout the country, and tLat your conviction ond death 
would end the furtter investigation of the matter. But in 
these things they are greatly mistaken. This dread crime 
will not down and your conviction is but the beginning of 
the end. The demands of justice i7ill not be satisfied until 
the guilty leaders in planning or executing that crime are 
known and brought to the bar of justice and their cases in­
vestigated in the courts and passed upon by impartial juries. 
It gives me no pleasur~ to sa~ anything in r~ference to this 
awful deed in which :,ou were a willin!! participant. You 
and all those \·1ho plotted this deed of blood or ·willingly 
participated therein, are no doubt guilty of a great crime 
and their unoffending victims, though their mouths are 6losed 
in this world, will meet and confront you all at t~e bar of 
Almighty God, where the secrets of all hearts shall be made 
known. And. the guilty cannot avoid that tribunal. 

The world has no sympathy for perpetrators of 
such destardly and cruel butcheries, and t he Christian 
Civilization of our dey stands aghast ot tbo long and persist­
ent efforts to prevent the guilty fror:1 being brought to justice. 
And the long delay caL only be accounted for upon the suppos­

ition that the guilty leaders in plotting and carrying out 
this crime, controlled a r d still control the public sentiment 
in this Territory. 

There is s sympathy for you among sone people, 
growing out of the belief that you have been deserted by the 
parties to and the plotters of tne crime, and allowed to ue 
sacraficed. But yet all good men feel that your conviction 
is but the proper execution of the law. It is painful to 
tbin.k that any hµman being should suffer death for any reason, 
but outraged justice denands it. But no one that I kno~ of, 
connected with the administration of the lews, takes any 
pleasure in your death, nor the death of any one. It is a. 
sad duty which devolves upon them in this matter and they 
cannot avoid. 

In accordance with the verdict of tle jury and the 
law, it becomes my duty to pass the sentence of death upon you, 
and in doing this the statute requires that you may have a 
choice, if you desire, of three modes of execution, namely: 
by hanging, b shooting, or b,: beheading . If you have any 
choice or desire in this respect, you can no,, express it." 

Le.e-( The prisoner) - nI prefer to be shot. 11 

The Court:- "As you have ma.de choice and expressed a desire 
that you he executed by beinc Ahot, it follows that such shall 
be tlj.e judgme11t of the Court. The judgment of the Court 
therefore is that you be taken hence to a place of confine 

ment within this Territory, that you there be ssfel ; kept in 
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confinement until Friday, the 26th d&y of January, 1877; that 
bet . ~en the hours of 10 o'clock in the forenoon and three 
o'clock in tho afternoon of that day, you be taken from your 
place of confinement and in this district publicly shot until 
you are dead, and may Almighty God have mercy upon your soul." 



• ... . . L 



Judg·c Boreman's AdckcsiJ to 
John i>. Lee. 1 

John D. Lee' have you a.nyt~ ing 
to sa.y why the senten of <tea.th 
shall not · be pronou · 
you? 

Lee-I • have not. 
Y~ " ~n · D. Lee, prisoner at 

. the ~ ve, by the verdict of a 
und guilty of murder ih 

~gree. •. 
Fl'Om the evidence before them 

the jury could not have done oth~·t­
wise t n to find you guilty. 'I'lie 
~roof its clear and positive. . T~is 
rs your seaoncl trial. At the · 

dreacl crime will not down and I 
your conyictin:1 is but the i,e"'in­
uing of tni,t e11<l, Tho demantls of 
justice will .not he ~atbllecl..iAl ho .. ~ -

--L V)~ 

guilty lea'ciefl~ iu plttnniog ~~- ,,-ry' 

outing that crimo tH'e kMi'lu nnu ; . ---- """I' · 
broug.ht . to the bat· r f' justice ItJ ..,-, . , l f ~ 

. . d Jui lf <.,{......,. 
~wes ~ 61.. , · as'.:rn J? .;~y l\o;Y , , 1 
~hing 111 refer~nce. tot 1is awfol ~\~ed ~ t,j ~ 
m which . , a wllllAi Pl\}~ l , ~ . t;;v-C{ , .. r.~·---cnpant, Yo 4nci ail Liu 11> who I Ct; / w-_::;;,-- . J 1 ' I , • ~ / 7/, 

7 
~ plotted tl'li11 cteea or \.Jlood or will a.11)1 ... ,... '- ' 

ingly parttt!ipateu therein, ar.:::.e_....,..__n 
doubt g~ilty .~f a g;rcat cri.B~e. t_P<i -(?) 
tµe µuo 11fiJMibf~!~11gts , tlwu . 

triu.l 111111191iJ . ? the ' evidences . of -....--g u t were plain , but three-fourths 
of the jury, from some c~use, were ·· 
then for your acquittal.. · 

f -

i The testimonv adduced: on the 
I • 

present trial iii ma.iuly from .wit-
: nesses who cc>'uld n.ot then be· ob­
tained. But -thi~ .eyidence, ,' for 
some cause, has been . .unsealed au:d 
the witnesses found_ ready in . .y_our 
· e- to tell what •part you played 

in the ':!f ~rime. They will 
hereafter have opportunities of tel­
ling what ·other!? <lid; to, aid, ·• m 
pfanning and exfcuting , i.t. , ,'J;he 
fact that the · evidBnce was not 
brought out on this trial to: 'crinil-

J., nate other leaders, does n:Ot· sli~w 
0

' ~ t at . suchAevidence . does 1{ot exist. 
Much of such testimony came out 
~n th~ for[J;!er i:ria~ and the public . 1' (J--r,.... 

m g, to reach the bottom , of (. f/Jf ifW'-' 
~he whole affair, will uot confine "") 1 • f 
itself to the ev~denc7 · this trial / _ 
alone. The evidence o trials _ 4 

UY ·---- 1e,H P!~n!J.ui :Jrf~4.wj)qis , worl9 .f'. 
f w . meet and confront yon ,.at!he . 

,) 

bar of Almigdty Got!, whf i:e :lie"'- O 

secret s of all hearts :c;hall be ruatl{l 
nowu. An(l {be ·guil(,y 0:i:nnot 

avoid !.hat tribu.n:il. . a_,,.;,r.J ... 
~he , wo ·lrl }1:ti! no i'.)'U1path7" fs.t · ---

nPrnr,tJ';1:..,.0 'f1 of <:nol dm;ta ··rlf, :ind "C 
cruel butche ~ he Chrisliuru,lv.-

. · ~ 11ization or'our day stands aghast at 
the , g and persistant efforts to 

·event the guilty from being . 
. . .- ·r . ' I 
brought to ,justice. , And the long l L,/. 
delay o~n .. r~ly lw I\Ccc;mut~d fur on / / 
t.he suppos1t10n that the guilty 1 a -
ers in plo'tting rand carrying out thl~ 
crii.ne cont):ol and still control the 

~ P9Jiilds:r?iiitl 1a 'this Territory. 
j1 {.~ ';['here is a. •.s:r,mpathy for you ' A~ c_ 

/. r I a,mong SOme people r · growing _ Qllt, -- - V 

J 
'· , I ,' of the belief that you 1Mld"'been de-
• '{I\'' ,. i. s~i:ted ~~e plotteJi >_bfthe · crime, ti _ 1 

_ c;; t~ an ::ci.Mwecl to be, sa,c.~ced . But / / //l. 
, ~ ,. all good f~ , b:~t .. OU[ con- ~ rl , 1'k,/"' vic is but ro i:t',.execution of f t1 

~ the la.W, It is ).)&~ll:b' that :.tt?,J ;; j-/- I 

will be considered to ethe · ~c - - ..- 4 
1 cording to Urn evidence t e ~) 
' former tnal the massacr ·e seams fu • 

tf 

' ... -........... V have been the result ·0£ a va.st con- 0 
spiracy extending from · i;:lalt Lake 

Cit~ to the bloody _fi.eld. And the %' 
Emigrants 1- akamng th· ine • 

) n.ncl. no where were the , q :.,. (j l 
C., citizens permitted to sell' thenL --; ..-I 
• '\ Cl .a lthough the f; ere i'-[{ great 1./ /fi. 

~ .,¥, nee~ __ ,......._. _ _ _ ·. ,'t~"' 
;;,." / , And the men who actually pa.r- . 

;" \ 1 
1 ticipatecl in the deed, E.,e.~Wlile..j -6) 

eJ' . . •,.,.,,,7, only guilty ooes~ ough the ev• _,f 
1 -~ idence shows pl ai~hn you- was - J 
·.,r,I', } a willing participent - in the mas- · 

oJ" 1 
• • f ~~~~ f et, both trials tak .en to- _..--, 

, ~ er show t-hat otherit a11d , ~ 
some high lo authori.j;y inau gu- , (J 
rated a.".ld decided upon the whole-
sale slaughter of the )1ri1grauts. 4-
1'hat slaughter took place 19 years 
ago. From ~ to the present 

,,...::...--~ ·...., ther as been t)uoughout the 
1~ -wry,. a persls~an t""-~lete_rmin-_ a,..tL 
::l'*Y lll vest1gatio11 of 

/

,,. the massacre. Shot·Uy- after- the ~ 
. sla.ugliter, Judge Oradelbaugh / l~~..:,_ 

ptl , sought to have it investigated, but · ~-·· 

( 

human being shom4 ::'imffer ea,tli - { L .t I ' • I ' 
for :my reason, lmt' ;.ou:iira.g~d jus-
tice demands it. ~ut' ".no peN!m if) f} t 

1 T -1-..,. ..... ._ -.,. ... . ._,.......:....,,._!!J. ;_.:~1.,, _ '6ct-.,.. 
....L. --~I"-, t' -"''-........ ~ n All:11.A. ---t,..;n;., 

- ~~trat ,ion of the la-, takes any _ ,. ( .J 
.pleasure in ·;.,your death, not' t1ie 
death of any one; .. It is a. l!a.d du"ty 
which devolves upon them in this 
matter and they . ~~µnot a.'rirllfu it. 

In · accordE1,µce w,ith the ver~t of I 
t:ij~ jury and\ the O:.law, 1it ·1:Je~~mes 
my duty to pass the ~entlinCG ·of 

' death upon you, and in doing this 
.the ,statute requires t.hat 'ycm ·.~ -

) h~v~ hoice, H.,ioii d~sire, of ihtee 
l uC,.., ra irreren~ s .. oL .executions1 viz; I 

· ~by anging, by. shooting or behe~d~ / 
. If h 0 - -l't_ mg. you ave any cuoIC(! or rf . 
desire in this · respect, you can new , 
express it. 

Lee-I prefer to be shot. 
. C . ;uJ 

• {~ [ he f~r b~tt ~ort~as vi!lified be-
.,,.-r Y-O'rrt m , s re, an the ruling pow- ,? 

\ c; ers among ihc, people caused his ef- ' 'Z 
,. forts (o b~navailing. 'l'be sam~ - /1.,<•(.~ "l: 

As yo1.1. Ji~ve mada choica., that 
you be executed by being ~hot, it 
follows that such shall be the judg- a 
ment of the Court. The ·judge­
ment of the Court therefore is 
that you.,be taken hence to a place / 't·· 1;· 1 

, ' ' J., I y ') 
of confinement · this Territory, _ ..-

~ , ~ h'll.S'"t war t ed every effort from that I ; 

r 
--:,:., 1 day to this to bring ttre guilty to 

, I justice. 
C-11, At .t.Me former tl'iul the whole; 

ower and iufluence ~e who 

J 
were supposed to have had some­
thing to do with tbe crim'l were 
agaiust yo.JI'. eouviction •. '!'his op· 

ostt10u to · inve~tigaliou "· -' ·-j- 1 
\ /, .~to~- · was i~ cor- •_ ) 0 (;f 
£)" / daoce with their lippesi~ ,' 4. f' I . I) 

-1'() placing the guilt where it belong::!, --- C1 £.{, ,/ /u 't~i 
I, I \ Ut thefr efforts f,p-s,n:icn,net allrl - _y ) lf 

c~ush out, ·tae · fu vest1g:i.!1.on :bw§"j-
~ij;e,f .t, --~i ll was im- ' ~ 1 . 1 r· ' 
possible to delay t!J.e tlay when the 

1 

~ [-{;...._, ( I) rl l..-1·· -1. (A/ ct,,· ' ,._t 
tpshl#f the eon~pir~cy should , pi. /' 
b ..-brought out .,\.od they llave- 1( 

1 ; ~ · ': , Y • 
. l --- c7 , ~ 

suddenly chang ed' th.el£ ·,- !!:::; and 1 

see:n ·now to be conse'n g to your- ----(,j J 
dea.th. I do not compre.hend why 

. . this is so :tllt~ess the.v have hoped by --:r):L J.{ ~ () ~4. 
-. yourconv1c 1ou toappeasethecouu- .. - rt..t. """'" / , 

, try, nd that your conv10U()11 :iiod - - - 71'-
i ll'iff' eal l){iu,lliel', -!1"eStig\tiOn - j.1, I ! l ' 
of the n1,1tter . Btit fo "theire-t.J.1i-ngs l,I. ; 1,....(,(. 
t~ey _ an, grently . mistaken. Tbis 

that you there "be s;?eTy · ke_pt in 

1 
confi.~~ei~ f_jit~ ~;6th d_!iJ' of _ -7) 
'lffi.uary, 1879 .._ eTween the , 

;, 

hours.,...of IO"o' clock a. m. ii.nd 8 ..'.._ _ , .l'")'"a f . 
- o~clock .p. m. of that day, you be 

taken fro~ .Jot~r pl_a.ce:~f c'l.llfi.ne-
ment and lU this d1stn<i't ~db\f cly 
shot11}Y you are dead, and mai . Al-
riiight.y''God have mercy on your ,,- tu'A. 
soul. -- / 
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