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We help 4.5 million people a year. One at o time.
May 9, 1985

Mr. Gary Mokotoff
155 North Washlngton Avenue
Bergenfield, NJ 07621

Dear Gary:
Well, it's all over.

As you know, the agreement was signed on Wednesday.
Your name was very prominently mentioned. I can
only tell you that without your guidance and
support thils cculd not have been accomplished. I
am grateful to you for your cooperation, your
advise and for alwaeys being avallable whenever
elther Herb Kronish or I needed to talk to you.

I am enclesing, for your information, a copy of the
signed agreement. I am sure you would llke to have
it for your records. Copies have been given to The
Church, The american Gathering, The U.S5. Holocaust
Museum, The New York Holocaust Museum and The
fonference of Presldents of Major American Jewish
Organizations.

Undoubtedly, you saw the story in the "New York
Times”, as well as those which are now appearing
in probably most major Jewlsh newspapers around
the country. »

Again, my thanks to you., It has been a real L
pleasure to work with you on a crucial and

important issue, not only to the survivors, but to
the total Jewish community.

Best perscnal regards.

Ernest W. Michel

EWM:ba

Enclosurea

United Jewish Appeal-Federation of Jewish Philanthropies of New York, Inc.

10 P S0k Qerane New York. NUY. 10022 (2121 980-1000 FAX (2121 888-7538
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JESLIS CHRIST
ATTER-DAY
SAINTS

FARILY HISTORY DEPARTMI M

£k Fanel Menih Treenple Siroed

Loald Laahay Ciity, Ullab 84 Y80 M E M n ]t. ;"1 N I) U M
TO: Ernest W, Michel and Herbert Kronish
FROM: Elder Monle J. Brough
DATE: April 24, 1995 .
RE: . The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Suints’ Baptism of Jewish

Holocaust Victims—Summary of meeting held on January 6, 1995 at Senator
Omrin G. Hatch’s Office, Room #1335, Russell Senate Office Building,
Washington, D.C. )

On Friday, January 6, in response to Emest Michel’s letter dated November
21, 1994 to President Hunter of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, a meeting
was held in the office of Senator Orrin G, Hatch. It was attended by Senator Harch, Elder
Monte J. Brough, Erm:_st W. Michel, Herbert Kronish and Lamar Sleight, the local
representative of The. Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. The latter only acted as
an observer. The mesting lasted over two hours. The following is a summary of the
meeting based on notes taken at the meeting.

Ernest Miche!l opened the meeting and made a brief reference to the revulsion
he felt concernimg the Mormon baptism of his parents, grandmother and other relatives, and
the revulsion of the American Galthering of Jewish Holocaust Survivors (American
Gathering), for whom he was acting s an suthorized representaive. Mro Michel stated than

e Asnerican Gualhering considers s members as guandinns of the rights of Jewish
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Holocaust viclims.  He expressed concern that il the posthumous baplism ol Jewish
Holocaust victims is not rescinded that it will play into-the hands of thuse espousing
revisionist theories. He made reference to the exchange of correspondence with The
Church of Jesus Christ of Lawer-day Saints since he first read the article concerning the
posthumous baptism of Jewish Holocaust victims in the Jewish Forward in July 1994,

In response, Elder Brough stated that, as an official of The Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints, he had ipvestigated the baptisms, how they came about and
what could be done to meet the demand for remedial action requested in Mr. Michel’s
letter of November 21, 1994, He stated that in 1990 the Church’s Family History
Department had discovered that nine people had made four major submissions of lists on
computer disks, namely, from the German G.t.di:nkhuch, the Dutch Book, the French Book
and from lists at the Holocaust Museum in Isracl, aggregating approximately 380,000
names of Jewish Holocaust victims who were baptized, to the Family History Department’s
Intemnational Genealogical Index (IGI). Mr. Brough stated that there may have been other
Jewish Holocaust victims whr:; were baptized, but that there is no way to trace back the
submission of their names because no lists or computer disks were found, He stated that
in 1991 President Benson ordered that the Family History Department of The Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints cease the baptism of known Jewish Holocaost victims,
except for those who were direct ancestors of living members of The Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints. Mr, Brough said that the unauthorized submission for proxy

baptism of names contravened Chureh policy. However, he admitted tlen many baplisms
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were made subsequent o 1990 because, he said, it wis impossible to control the haptisms
once the lists had been submitied to all Family History libruries.

Mr. Brough stated thin he was authorized by The Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints 1o explore the possihilities for a resolution to the problem as outlined by
Mr. Michel. After this exploratory mecting, Mr. Brough was to develop a set of
recommendations for The First Presidency of the Church. Final agreement will require the
review and ap_prmva] of The First Presidency.
‘ Mr. Brough read from a letter signed by Th{;.' First Presidency, dated January
5, 1995, in which they r;.affirm::d the policy of baptizing direct ancestors of living members
of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints and requested that this practice be
continued, However, the letter noted that many persons not of Church lineage or ethnicity,
including Jewish Holocaust victims, had been posthumously baptized without conforming
to the requirements of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints and advised that
such practices should be discontinued. He indicated that the IGl, maintained by the Family
History Department, is the most comprehensive of all genealogical indexes, contains
approximately two hundred million names of persons bni:ltized or converted from 138
countries {mostly from North America, Western Europe and Asia) and cost millions of
dollars. He also mentioned that the Church is the major preserver of genealogical records
with a collection of approximately two billion individuals.

On the condition thal the American Gathering of Holocaust Survivors could

provide written assurance to The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints that the
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actions 1aken by the Church will be sufficient 10 the American Gathering and the
organizations in the Jewish Community named below, Mr. Brough agreed to recommend
to The First Presidency of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Sainis the following
actions:

1. Remove from the next issue of the IGI the names of all posthumously
baptized Jewish Holocaust victims whose names appﬂaru;.:d'in the four major lransmissions
referred to above (which he said would laEu approximately 12 months) or, alternatively,
leave all the names, eradicate any indication of baptism and inclu;ile a code next to each
name that would signal” nol to be used for Christian Ordinances." -He suggested the latter
because he said that il would prolect against any subsequeni erroneous submissions of
such names and avoid the future baptism of such persons. Mr. Brough indicated a
willingness to meet with representatives of the American Gathering in New York or Salt
Lake City 1o discuss in greater detail how these baptismal submissions were made and
implemented and what additional remedial actions could be taken;

2. Provide the names of all posthumously haplized Jewish Holocaust
viclims included in the aforementioned lists and make a gift of a restricled license to use
the UDE (Universal Data Entry) software to the Uniled States Holocaust Memorial
Museum in Washington. D.C., A Living Memortal te the Holocaust - Museum of Jewish
Heritage in New York City: the Wiesenthal Center in Lox Angeles and Yad Vashem

Holoeaust Moemaorial in Jerusalem. Israel.
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3. Confirm in writing to the American Gathering when all such
posthumously baptized Jewish Holocaust victlims had their names removed from he 1G1;

4.  The Church will reaffirm its policy and issue a direclive Lo all
officials and members of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latler-day Saints lo discontinue
any future baplisms of deccased Jews, including all lists of Jewish Holocaust
victims{where idcn.tifie.:l or known ns Jews), excepl if Lhey were direct ancestors of living
members .nf The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints or the Church had the written
approval of all members of the deceased’s immediate living family (immediate I;amily is
herein defined (6 mean pnrents, spouse and children);

5. Allrelevant literature produced by the Church will state explicitly that
no records of deceased Jews (where idenlified or k.nmvn as Jews) will be used for baptism
or other Christian Ordinances without the writien approval of all members of the
deceased’s immediate living family {as defined above);

6.  Agreed that the Church will remove or mark. as soon as possible,
from the [G1 the names of all deceased JEwé, where they can be identified, who are found
io be improperly included and will correct those Church officials or members who
knowingly violated the abovemenlioned directives;

7 Reiease to the American Gathering the abovementioned directive

dated January 5, 1995 from The First Presidency of The Church of Jesus Christ of Lalter.
duy Saints and join in an sppropriate announcement whea linal agreement is reached

Betwern The Clrely of Jesas Clrist of Latier-diy Saints and the Amwrienn Gathering with
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respect 1o (i) removal from the IGI of the names of known Jewish Holocaust ';riclim:'-'. ﬁrhn
received Christian Ordinances, (i) discontinuance of Tuture baptisms of deceased Jews
(when identified or known as Jews) who are not direcl ancestors of living members nltnl' The
Church of Jesus Christ of. Latter-day Sainis or whose immediate living family (as defined
above) did not give writlen approval and (iii) discuﬁtinuﬂnc.e of the specific extraction
" from records of deceased Jews (where idﬁ;uiﬁed or known as Jews) whic_h may be used
for baptism or other Christian Ordinances witbout the writien approval of all members of
tbe deceased’s immediate living family (as defined above), b_ut this shall not be construed
to mezn that records for genealogical purposes only may nol continue (o be kept and made
available (o the public.

8, On April 17, 1995 it was agreed that, pursuant 1o paragraph 1 above,
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints would (i) remove from ihe next release
of the IGI the names of all posthumously baptized Jewish Holocaust victims who were
so identified (rather than leave the nqmés with a code next to each name that would sigpal
"not to be used for Christian Ordinances™) and (ii) delete the words "or mark” from the
first line of paraé,ﬁlph 6 above,

9. 1l was agreed thai Mr. Michel and the American Gathering of Jewish
Holocaust Survivors will exercise their best efforts to communicate and persvade the other
Jewish orginizations as to the sufficiency of this agreement.

U was agrecd that differences between friends should be reduced and

chiminaled,
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WE AGREE TO THE FOREGOING ACTIONS AS OF MAY 3, 1995
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints Approved:
‘The Conference af Presidents of Mojor American

m Jewish Organizations
By: ﬂbﬁ)[" M

Monte J. Brough‘Presidency of th¥ Seventy &L
By: B ;
Lester Pollack, Chairman

By: MWET)QBM M

Monte J. Brough&Execulive Dirdtor,
Family History Department

alculm L Hnﬂnlcln. Executive -Vice.
Chaurmm
Gencalogical Society of Utah

o )V o) Brandl

Monte J. Brough, Pfesident

United States Holocaust Memorial Council

By
Miles Lermun, Chairmn

American Gathering of Jewish Holocaust Survivors

7 New York Holocaust Memorial Commission
f’%&f“" MJeat

m Meed, President e

y: 2
Gtﬁ}g: Klelfi, Co-chairman

N

Robert M. Morgenthau, Co-Chairmuan

World Gathering of Jewish Holocaust Survivors

By:
Ernest W, Michel, Chairman
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