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a very low state.  He seems to have been the soul and body
of the whole imposition, and now carrics the most incontesti-.
ble proofs of a religious maniac. He frequently declares
that he has conversed with Jesus Christ, Angels and the
Devil.  Christ he says is the handsomest man he ever saw ;
and the Devil looks very much like a jack-ass, with very
short, smooth hair, similar to that of a mouse. He says he
wrote a considerable part of the book, as Smith dictated, and
at one time the presence of the Lord was so great, that a
screen was hung up between him and the Prophet ; at other
times the Prophet would sit in a different xoom, or up stairs,
while the Lord was communicating to him the contents of the
plates. He does not pretend that he ever saw the wonderful
plates but once, although he and Smith were engaged for
months in deciphering their contents. He has left his.wife
to follow the fortunes of Smith. He has frequent fits of
prophecying, although they are not held in very high repute
among his brethren. A specimen of his prophetic powers
we subjoin. They were written for the special information
of afriend of his who placed them upon the wall of his office,
and arc in these words :

«Within four years from September 1832, there will not
“‘be one wicked person left in the United States ; that the
“righteous will be gathered to Zion, [ Missouri,| and that
“there will be no President over these United States '1ft01
“that time. : Martin Harris,”

¢I do hereby assert and declare thatin four ycars from
“the date hercof, every sectarian and religious denomination
“inthe United States, shall be broken down, and cvery
¢Christian shall be gathered unto the Mormonites, and the
“rest of the human race shall perish.  If these things do not

“‘take place, I will hereby consent to have my hand separa-
¢ted from my body. Martix Harris.”

Martin is an cxceedingly fast talker. He frequently gath-
ers a crowd around him in bar-rooms and in the strects.—
Here he appears to be in his element, answering and explain-




