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HE THAT HATH AN EAR, LET HIM HEAR WHAT THE SPIRIT SAITH
UNTO THE CHURCHES.—Rev, ii. 7.
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ADAM, THE FATHER AND GOD OF THE HUMAN FAMILY.

The above sentiment appeared in Star
No. 48, a little to the surprise of some of
its readers ; and while the sentiment may
have appeared blasphemous to the igno-
rant, it has no douﬁt given rise to some
serious reflections with the more candid
and comprehensive mind. A few reason-
able and Scriptural ideas upon this sub-
Jject may be profitable at the nt time.

Then Adam is really God! And why
not? If there are Lords many and Gods
many, as the Scriptures iuform us, why
should not our Father Adam be one of
them? Did he not prove himself as wor-
ﬁ{nof that high appellation as any other

g that ever lived upon the earth?
Certainly he did, so far as history informs
us, unless we can except the Son of God.
We have no account in Scripture that
Adam ever wilfully transgressed, when
we conrider him independent of the wo.
man, The Apostle informs us distinetly
that the woman was in the transgression,
being deceived, but Adam was not de-
ceived, Adam fell, but his fall became a
matter of necessity after the woman had
transgressed. Her punishment was ban-

ishment from the Garden, and Adam was
lﬂcﬂ'ﬂﬂitlt{'d fo fl-“. and go with hEl', in

order to obey the first great command
given unto them —to maultiply and re.
plenish the earth; or, in the language of
the Prophet Lehi, “ Adam fell that men
might be.” The fall of Adam, therefore,
was virtually required at his hands, that
he might keep the first great command,
a.ndlf.ctho p of God might not
fail, while at the same time the justice of
God might be made manifest in the pun-

ishment incurred by the transgression of
the woman, for whom the man is ever
held responsible in the government of
God.

The Scriptures inform us that Christ
was as a lamb slain from before the foune
dation of the world. If, therefore, the

lan of salvation was matured before the

undation of the world, and Jesus was
ordained to come into the world, and die
at the time appointed, in order to perfect
that plan, we must of necessity conclude
that the plan of the fall was also matured
in the councils of eternity, and that it
was as necessary for the exalting and per-
feoting of intelligences, as the redemption.
Without it they could not have known

good and evil here, and without knowing

xood and evil they could not become Gods,
neither could their children. No wonder
the woman was tempted when it was said
unto her—* Ye shalrbe as gods, knowing
good and evil.” No wonder Father Adam
tell, and accompanied the woman, sharing
in all the miseries of the curse, that he
might be the father of an innumerable
race of beings who would be capable of
becoming Gods. ;

With these considerations before us, we
can begin to see how it is that we are
under obligations to our father Adam, as
to a God. He endured the sufferings
and the curse that we might be; and
we are, that we might become Gods.
Through him the justice of God was
made manifest. Jesus came into the
world, endured, and suffered, t;og!rfm
our advantages for becoming s, and
through him the merey of God abounded,
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By the first man, Adam, came death, the
triumph of evil ; and by the second, came
life everlasting, the triumph of good.
Each was necessary in the order he ap-
ed; if the first Adam had not per-
rmed his , the second could not
have had his work to do. Both acted
the part assigned to them, in a most God-
like manner, and the Great Eloheim ac-
cepted the work at their hands as His
own, “ for by the power of my Spirit cre-
ated I them ; yea, all things, both spirit-
ual and temporal : firstly, spiritual — se-
condly, temporal, which 1s the beginning
of my work; and again, firstly, temporal
—and secondly, spiritual, whiuﬁ is the last

of my work.’ hus the great I AM |
owns all things—the temporal and the
spiritual, the iuatiea and the mercy, to be
His own work. Then why may not Adam
be a God, as well as any of his sons, inas- |
much as he has performed the work to
which the Great Eloheim appointed him ?

In ancient times they were called Gods
unto whom the word of God came, be-

cause of which Moses became a God unto

Pharoah. The Almighty was not so jealous
of His Godly title but that He could say to
Moses—* See, I have made thee a God to
Pharoah.” And if John’s saying be true,
God has pu d to make him that over-
cometh, a pillar in the temple of God, and
to “write upon him the name of my
God.” ¢« His name shall be in their fore-
heads.”

This is the hope of all Saints who have
a just conception of the future ; and why
should we not be willing for father Adam
to inherit all things, as well as for our-
selves ? e is the first, the Father of all
the human family, and his glory will be
above all, for he will be God over all, ne-
cessarily, standing as he will through all
eternity at the head of those who are the
redeemed of his great family. Though all
the sons should, through their faithfulness,
become Gods, they would still know that
the Son was not greater than the Father,

Were we to trace this subject in all its
bearings, we should find the principles of
the Godhead planted in every righteous
and well-organized family upon the earth,
and that they only require cultivation to
cause their expansion and development
to be :?ual to anything we can now con-
eeive of as add“l:;ﬁ power and glo% to the
God of all worlds, The Great Eloheim

rules over worlds. He is God over them,
because of Ilis right and power to rule,

govern, and control. The exercise of this

wer is a natural right in the order of

riesthood, which belongs to every Patri-
arch, or Father, in the human family, so
long as he rules subordinately to the Lwa
of Heaven. According to the order of
that God by whom we are ruled, a man
is not only permitted to hold full jurisdic-
tion over his own family, but he is held
responsible for any violation, by them, of
the revealed will of IHeaven. A man that
controls a work, is the only one that can
be held responsible for that work. It
would be most unjust to require responsi-

bility where there is no power to govern

and control. Every man who has a fa-
mily, and power to control them, is exer-
cising the rights and powers of a God,
though it may be in a very small capacity.
There are two grand principles, by virtue
of which all intelligent beings have a le-
gitimate right to govern and hold do-
minion ; these are, y begett.ing children
from their own loins, and by winning the
hearts of others to voluntarily desire their
righteous exercise of power extended over
them. These constitute a sure founda-
tion for ;lm eternal throne—a kingdom as

tual as God's. No usurped power,
Ert?: maintained by the aheddin%eufpt?lood,
is connected with such a government. It
is upon this foundation that the throne
of Michael is established as Father, Pa-

triarch, God 5 and it is for all his children
who come into this world, to learn and
fully understand the eternity of that rela-
tionship.

Could we view our first Parent in his
true position, we should find him acting
in a similar capacity to the whole famil
of man, as each father does to his indi-
vidual family, controlling, at his pleasure,
all things which relate to the great object
of their being—their exaltation to thrones
and Godlike powers, We can conceive,
from Scri?ture, rinciple, and analogy,
that Adam’s watch- care is ever over man-
kind ; that by his own approbation and
direction Gospel dispensations have been
revealed from heaven to earth in different
ages of the world ; that he was the first
that ever held the keys of Gospel power
upon the earth, and by his supervision
they have been handed down from age to
age, whenever they bave been among
men ; that under direction a Deluge
once swept the earth of the wickedness
which was upon it, and laws were given
to Jsrael, as a nation, to lead them to
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Christ 3 ltt;d that l;a wil? in the end eall
men to judgment for the privil which
have been extended to therl:ln in :gwrld.

Hear what the Prophet Daniel says
upon this subject —“1 beheld till the
thrones were cast down, and the Ancient
of days (Adam) did sit, whose garment
was white as snow, and the hair of his
head like ‘the pure wool ; his throne was
like the fiery flame, and his wheels as
burning fire, A fiery stream issued and
came forth from before him; thousand
thousands ministered unto him, and ten
thousand times ten thousand stood before
him ; the judgment was set, and the books
were opened. . . . . . . . And behold,
one like the Son of Man came with the
clouds of heaven, and came to the An-
cient of days, and they brought him near
before him. And there was given him
dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, that
all people, nations, and languages should
serve him; his dominion is an everlasting
dominion, which shall not pass away, and
his kin%dnm that which shall not be des-
troyed.”—(Dan. vii. 9, 10, 13, 14.

gain, the word of the Lord through
the Prophet Joseph, gives additional im-
portance, if possible, to the part which
Adam acts relating to his children, which
reads as follows—* But, behold, verily I
say unto you, before the earth shall pass
away, Michael, mine archangel, shall
sound his trump, and then shall all the
dead awake, for their graves shall be
opened, and they shall come forth; yea,
even all.”

From the foregoing we are enabled to
draw important conclusions, that before
the coming of the Lord Jesus in the
clouds of heaven, to take the reins of go-
vernment upon the earth, Adam comes
and gathers around him all that have
ever held keys of power under him upon
the earth, in any of the dispensations
thereof to man ; {ua calls forth the dead
from their graves, at the sound of his
trump ; he brings them to judgment, and
they render unto him an account of
their several stewardships ; the books are
opened that a righteous judgment may be
rendered by him who now sits upon his
throne, not only as the Father, but the
Judge, of men; and in capacity
thousands minister unto hlm._ An august
assemblage are now gathered in one grand
council around the great f:ltrhruh of
all Patriarchs, consisting of his sons, who
have been faithful in that which was com.
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mitted to them ; and all this

to that great event, when the mﬂ
the kingdom under the whole heaven
thould be given to the Saints of the Most
High. Daniel saw that the Saints
sessed the kingdom, by virtue of which
Adam was once more in possession of the
dominion given unto him before the fall,
which was over every living thing that
moved upon the earth, which rendered
:Iilm the universal Sovereign and Lord of

At this important period, when Adam
18 reinstated p:::h i‘uﬁe ower upon the
earth, seated upon his throne, as Daniel
saw him—a glorious and an immortal
God, one like the S8on of Man comes in
the clouds of heaven (as oftimes represen-
by the Apostles), to the Ancient of days,
and receives from him dominion, Ekﬁf
and a kiannm; or in other words,
chael, having accomplished the work com-
mitted to him, pertaining to this world,
delivers up an account of his stewardship
over the same, to that character repre-
sented as Yahovah in the creation of the
world, who reigns in unison with those
upon the earth, until his work is fully ac-
complished—till the last t contest
with the enemy, who has released
for a little season, is won ; then he in turn
delivers up the hinﬁnm to the great Elo-
heim, that in the guﬁe of the Apos-
tle, “ God may be all in all.”

This final surrender, we are to bear
in mind, does not detract from the God-
like power and dominion of our first
Parent, nor of our Lord Jesus Christ.
In the Patriarchial order of government,
each and every ruler is independent in his
sphere, his rule extending to those below,
and not to those above him, in the same
order. While the God of unnumbered
worlds is acknowledged to be his God
and Father, Adam still maintains his ex-
alted position at the head of all those who
are saved from among the whole family
of man; and he will be God over all those
who are made Gods from among men.
Each and God will be honoured
and adored by those over whom he reigns
as a God, without any violation of the
laws of heaven—without any encroach-
ment upon that command which saith,
“ thou shalt have no other Gods before
me,” for the glory and honour of all true

Gods constitute the glory, honour, power,
and dominion of the Eloheim, ae-
cording to His own order of government.

i
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We ean conceive of no higher, or more
perfect order of government than that
which is embraced in Patriarchal autho-
rity. By virtue of this order, all Gods,
whether in heaven or on earth, exercise a
righteous power, and possess a just do-
minion. In this order, all are both sub-
jeets and rulers, each possessing Almighty
rights and powers—Almighty rulers over
those who have descended from them,
at the same time rendering all honour
and power to those from whom they
have descended. @ What a glorious
system of order is here portrayed—one
in which an innumerable succession of
Gods, Patriarchs, and rulers, can reign
forever in the greatest possinle harmony
that can be comprehended by intelligences,
while each is independent in his position,
as is all intelligence. As the great
Eloheim is supreme and Almighty over
all His children and kingdoms, so is Adam
as t a ruler, or God, in his sphere, over
his children, and the kingdom which they

ss. The earth and all things upon
it were created for Adam, and it was
given to him of his Father to have domi-
nion over it. In that dominion he will be
sustained throughout all eternity.

In relation to this earth alone and its
inhabitants, Michael and Gabriel have
perhaps held the greatest keys of domi-
nion and power. They were, both in
their day, Fathers of all living, and had
dominion given unto them over all things.
Gabriel, or Noah, held the keys of this
power under Michael, and to him he will
render an account of all things before
Micha+] renders an account of his stew.
~ardship to Him whose dominion reaches
over many worlds, and who is God over
all Gods. These two important person-
ages have ever been watenful of the in-
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them ministering from time to time to
holy men upon the earth—Gabriel often
appearing unto Daniel, and opening to
his view the most wonderful visions of the
future, by which he could act as a God
to the people, outvie the wisdom of the
astrologers, and so control the elements
that the burning furnace could have no
power over him ; Michael also cuming to
the release of Gabriel, when he was with-
stood one and twenty days from answer«
ing Daniel’s prayer.

We also read of Michael disputing with
the Devil about the body of Moses, ﬁ:lo-
bably because the Devil was not willi
that Moses should be translated, inasmu
as he had sinned ; but even in this, Mi-
chael was the great deliverer. Again we
read that Michael shall stand up for the
children of his people in a time of troubls
such as never was since there was a na-

tion, and at that time every one that shall
be found written in the book shall be de-
livered, and those who sleep in the dust of
the earth shall awake.

From these and many other Scriptures,
we find that those important es
are clothed upon with no mean authority,
and that Michael has power to deliver
men from the power of the Devil, which is
death; that by the sound of his own
trump—the trump of the archangel, the
nations of the dead shall awake and come
forth to judimunt., and there render an
account to the ANCIENT OF DAYS seated
upon his burning throne. Then shall the
nations know that he is their Judge, their
Lawgiver, and their God, and upon his
decree hangs the destiny of the assemw=
bled dead. Yes, our Judge will be a kind
and compassionate Father, by whom none
can pass, but through whom all glory,
dominion, and power, will be ascribed to

terests of their children, hence we find | the great ETERNAL,
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(Continued from page 792.)

The letter to Mr. Thornton, referred
to above, was as follows—

Kirtland, Geauga county, Ohio,
July 25, 1836,
To John Thornton, Esq., Peter Rogers,
Esq , Andrew Robertson, Esq , James T. V.

Thompson, Eeq., Colonel William T, Wood, | Public Meeting of the citizens

Doctor Woodson, T. Moss, James M. Hughes,
F¥q., David R. Atchison, Esq., and A, W,
Doniphan, Esq.
Gentlemen—We have just perused, with
feelings of deep interest, an article in the
Far West, printed at Liberty, Clay county,
Miesouri, containing the proceedings of a
of said coune



