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never knew what became of it, unless they did keep it. I think
they kept it all. .

After the dead were searched, as I have just said, the breth-
ren were called up, and Higbee and Klingensmith, as well as my-
self, made speeehes, and ordered the people to keep the maftter
a secret from the entire world. Not to tell their wives, or their
most intimate friends, and we pledged ourselves to keep every-
thing relating to thc affair a secret during life, We also took
the most binding oaths to stand by each other, and to always
insist that the massacre was committed by Indians alone. This
was the advice of Brigham Young too, as I will show hereafter.

~ The men were mostly ordered to camp there on the field for
that night, but Higbee and Klingensmith went with me to Hamb-
lin’s ranch, where we got something to eat, and staid there all
night. I was nearly dead for rest and sleep; in fact I had rested
but little since the Saturday night before. I took my saddle-
blanket and spread it on the ground soon after I had eaten my
supper, and lay down on the saddle-blanket, using my saddle for
a pillow, and slept soundly until next morning.

I was awakened in the morning by loud talking between Isaac’

C. Haight and William H. Dame. They were very much excited,
and quarreling with each other. I got up at once, but was
unable to hcar what they were quarreling about, for they cooled
down as soon as they saw that others were paying attention to
them. .
I soon learned that Col. Dame, Judge Lewis of Parowan, and
Isaac C. Haight, with several others, had arrived at the Hamb-
lin ranch in the night, but I do not know what time they got
there.

After breakfast we all went back in a body to the Meadows,
1o bury the dead and take care of the property that was left
there.

When we reached the Meadows we all rode up to that part of
the field where the women were lying dead. The bodies of men,
women and children had been stripped entirely naked, making
the scene one of thc most loathsome and ghastly that can be
imagined.

Knowing that Dame and Haight had quarreled at Hamblin’s
that morning, I wanted to know how they would act in sight of
the dead, who lay there as the result of their orders. I was
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greatly interested to know what Dame had to say, so I keps
close to them, without appearing to be watching them.

" Colonel Dame was silent for some time. He looked all over
the field, and was quite pale, and looked uneasy and frightened.
I thought then that he was just finding out the difference be-
tween giving and executing orders for wholesale killing. He
spoke to Haight, and said:

¢¢T must report this matter to the authorities.”

‘¢ How will you report it?”’ said Haight.

Dame said, ‘I will report it just as it is.”’

. “Yes, I suppose so, and implicate yourself with the rest?’>
said Haight.

¢¢No,”’ said Dame. ‘‘I will not implicate myself, for I had
nothing to do with it.”’ |

Haight then said, ‘‘That will not do, for you know a d—a
sight better. You ordered it done. Nothing has been done
except by your orders, and it is too late in the day for you to
order things done and then go back on it, and go back on the
men who have carried out your orders. You cannot sow pig on
me, and I will be d—d if I will stand it. You are as much to
blame as any one, and you know that we have done nothing ex-
cept what youn ordered done. I know that I have obeyed orders,
and by G—d I will not be lied on.”’

Colonel Dame was much excited. He choked up, and would
have gone away, but he knew Haight was a man of determina-
tion, and would not stand any foolishness.

As soon as Colonel Dame could collect himself, he said:

¢ T did not think there were so many of them, or I would not
hawe had anything to do with it.”

I thought it was now time for me to chip in, so I said:

‘¢ Brethren, what is the trouble between you? It will not do
for our chief men to disagree.’’

Haight stepped up to my side, a little in front of me, and fac-
ing Colonel Dame. He was very mad, and said:

*“The trouble is just this: Colonel Dame counseled and ordered
me to do this thing, and now he wants to back out, and go back
on me, and by G—d, he shall not do it. He shall not lay it all on
me. He cannot do it. He must not try to do it. I will blow
him to h—! before he shall lay it all on me. He has got to stand
up to what he did, like a little man. He knows he ordered it
done, and I dare him to deny it.”’
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Colonel Dame was perfectly cowed. He did not offer to deny
it again, but said:

“Isaac, I did not know there were so many of them.”’

¢ That makes no difference,”” said Haight, ¢ you ordered me
to do it, and you have got to stand up for your orders.”

I thought it was now time to stop the fuss, for many of the
young brethren were coming around. So I said:

‘¢ Brethren, this is no place to talk over such a matter. You
will agree when you get where you can be quiet, and talk it
over.”’

Haight said, ‘“There is no more to say, for he knows he or-
dered it done, and he has got to stand by it.”’

That ended the trouble between them, and I never heard of
Colonel Dame denying the giving of the orders any more, until
after the Church authorities concluded to offer me up for the
sins of the Church.

We then went along the field, and passed by where the breth-
ren were at work covering up the bodies. They piled the dead
bodies up in heaps, in little gullies, and threw dirt over them.
The bodies were only lightly covered, for the ground was hard,
and the brethren did not have sufficient tools to dig with. I
suppose it is true that the first rain washed the bodies all out

- again, but I never went back to examine whether it did or not.

We then went along the field to where the corral and camp
had been, to where the wagons were standing. We found that
the Indians had carried off all of the wagon covers, and the
clothing, and the provisions, and had emptied the feathers out of
the feather-beds, and carried off all the ticks.

After the dead were covered up or buried (but it was not
much of a burial,) the brethren were called together, and a
council was held at the emigrant camp. All the leading men
made speeches; Colonel Dame, President Haight, Klingensmith,
John M. Highee, Hopkins and myself. The speeches were
first—Thanks to God for delivering our enemies into our hands;
next, thanking the brethren for their zeal in God’s cause; and
then the necessity of always saying the Indians did it alone, and
that the Mormons had nothing to do with it. The most of the
speeches, however, were in the shape of exhortations and com-
mands to keep the whole matter secret from every one but
Brigham Young. It was voted unanimously that any man who
should divulge the secret, or tell who was present, or do any-



