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Revelation given through John Taylor at Salt Lake City, November 19, 1877. 
This revelation, in the handwriting of George Q. Cannon, deals with the 
Brigham Young estate and is the first revelation recorded by John Taylor as the 
senior Apostle of the Church. (Courtesy of Church History Library.)
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In February 1879, the anti-Mormon Salt Lake Tribune 
nicknamed John Taylor “John the Revelator.”1 Though meant 

to disparage President Taylor, this appellation echoed what many 
Latter-day Saints believed—that John Taylor, as the presiding 
Apostle of The Church of Jesus Christ, was the successor of the 
first two prophets, Joseph Smith and Brigham Young, and an 
inspired recipient of the word of God in his own right.

John Taylor believed in continuing revelation, a major 
principle of the restored gospel that he accepted when he joined the 
Church in Canada in 1836. Nearly forty years later he said, “We 
believe that it is necessary for man to be placed in communication 
with God, .  .  . not revelation in former times, but present and 
immediate revelation.”2 From the time of Brigham Young’s death 
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in 1877 until his own death in 1887, John Taylor led the Church 
by “present and immediate revelation,” proclaiming on several 
occasions, “Thus saith the Lord.”3

During his ministry, John Taylor often asked members of 
the First Presidency, the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles, and 
other priesthood leaders to sustain his prophetic declarations 
and revelations.4 Additionally, President Taylor published two 
revelations, one dated October 13, 1882, and another dated April 
14, 1883.5 As stake presidents, bishops, and quorum officers read 
these printed revelations in various meetings, Church members 
reacted with gratitude. Charles Lowell Walker, for example, 
“spoke of the satisfaction of the [April 14, 1883] Revelation lately 
given of the Lord [through John Taylor] concerning His Church 
and Priesthood. I endorsed it and testified of its truth and coming 
from God.”6

T he   P rocess       of   R evelation         

George Reynolds, President Taylor’s private secretary, 
provided insights to the revelatory process that he witnessed 
as John Taylor’s scribe, recording the revelations as they came 
through the prophet:

When I reported at the Gardo House [the President’s home and 
office] in the morning I would occasionally find him writing 
at a table either in his bed room or in the small office on the 
west side of the building, occupied by myself. On my arrival, 
he would arise, I would seat myself where he had been sitting, 
and he would continue the revelation he had commenced to 
write by dictating it to me. While so doing he generally walked 
backwards and forwards along the room. When the writing 
was finished I read it to him, generally more than once, and 
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he would say, “Yes, that’s right.” On only one occasion do 
I remember that he made any alternation in that which was 
written. There was one short phrase that did not appear quite 
plain. I read it over to him three times, he then slightly changed 
it, and when I again read it, he said, “That’s right.”7

Reynolds observed, “Generally when a message is prefaced 
with ‘Thus saith the Lord,’ the language as well as the ideas are 
His, not that of the prophet.” He believed that the revelations 
John Taylor received were, in fact, “direct wording of the Lord.” 
He stated, “Two things are noticeable in the wording of [John 
Taylor’s] revelations,—their similarity to the revelations given 
to the Prophet Joseph Smith, and the difference between them 
and President Taylor’s ordinary style of speaking and writing.” 
Reynolds, who was familiar with President Taylor’s conversation 
style, said, “The President would [normally] preface his subject 
with a somewhat lengthy introduction or argument, working 
gradually to the point he wished to make.” However, Reynolds 
noted, “in the revelations given through him the Lord makes no 
preface. ‘Verily thus saith the Lord, let my servant,’ or ‘Verily thus 
saith the Lord, it is my will;’ the main subject is reached at once 
and when the message is delivered the revelation closes without 
peroration or argument.”8

It may be of interest to note that on several occasions, 
President Taylor asked Reynolds to read the revelations to 
Church leaders instead of reading it himself. For example, George 
Q. Cannon noted, “Prest. Taylor had Bro. Geo. Reynolds read to 
Bro. Jos F. Smith and myself the revelation [October 13, 1882; 
see below] he had received that morning concerning the filling 
of the vacancies in the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles and the 
presidency of the Seventies. The Lord designated Bros George 
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Teasdale and Heber J. Grant to be Apostles, and Bro. Seymour 
B. Young to be Ordained to fill the vacancy in the Presidency of 
the Seventies.”9 On the following day, the First Presidency met a 
group of Church leaders. Again, President Taylor asked Reynolds 
to read the revelation to those assembled.10

R epository         

During John Taylor’s ministry, the original revelation 
manuscripts were apparently kept at the Gardo House. Reynolds 
worked at the President’s office but moved into the home after 
President Taylor went on the “Mormon Underground” in an 
effort to keep the President’s office running effectively. Eventually, 
federal officers began looking for Reynolds. As a result, he moved 
from the President’s office in April 1885 to various locations 
in an effort to avoid capture. Reynolds most likely took some 
of the most important presidential papers with him, including 
the revelation collection.11 In 1886, President Taylor requested 
Reynolds to provide a member of the Church a copy of the 
October 1882 revelation.12 

Today, copies of John Taylor’s written revelations are 
found in the journals of Church leaders and lay members who 
treasured the words of the Lord when they recorded them in 
their private records.13 The most important repository of John 
Taylor’s revelations, both the original manuscripts and copies of 
the revelations, is the Church History Library in Salt Lake City. 

One revelation, dated November 19, 1877, is preserved in at 
least two copies, both of which are in the distinctive handwriting 
of George Q. Cannon, a counselor in the First Presidency. Both 
copies are found in the Church History Library. A collection of 
revelations is found in a small booklet (5 2⁄3 × 2 2⁄3 inches), also 
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located in the Church History Library. The booklet, numbering 
120 pages, contains copies of eight revelations in the handwriting 
of George F. Gibbs.14 Gibbs was an employee of the office of the 
First Presidency from 1876 until 1924.15 In addition to his services 
as a secretary to the First Presidency during this critical period, 
Gibbs was appointed clerk to the Council of Fifty (see discussion 
below) and became a member of that body in 1882.16 Additionally, 
Gibbs served as one of the Church reporters beginning in 1876, 
taking down talks in shorthand for publication.17

The revelations recorded in Gibbs’s booklet are copies of the 
original revelations because, as noted, Reynolds was President 
Taylor’s scribe for many of the revelations. Later, Reynolds 
recalled, “It was my privilege to write from President Taylor’s 
dictation nearly all the revelations that he received.”18

It is impossible to know, without further information, when 
Gibbs prepared this booklet, but it appears that the revelations 
contained in the booklet were recorded in the collection around 
the same time. Since the eight revelations cover the period from 
June 1882 through December 1884, the earliest possible date 
for the creation of the collection is likely 1885. Gibbs may have 
prepared the booklet during John Taylor’s last years of service 
(1885–87) or during Wilford Woodruff’s ministry (1887–98). 
The original purpose of the booklet is unknown. Apparently, 
years after Wilford Woodruff’s death, his wife, Emma Smith 
Woodruff, gave the booklet to President Taylor’s daughter, Annie 
Taylor Hyde (1847–1909), in 1907. The booklet passed to Edna 
Hyde Ridges (1874–1943) and was found in a false drawer of a 
shaving kit in the attic of Edna’s home by her daughter, Jennie 
Ridges Farley (1901–76). Jennie’s son, Kenneth Ridges Farley, 
donated the booklet to the Church History Library in Salt Lake 
City in 1986.19 
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What follows is a discussion of each of John Taylor’s 
revelations in the order in which he received them.

T he   N ovember        1 9 ,  1 8 7 7 ,  R evelation       

Apparently, John Taylor’s first written revelation as the 
presiding Apostle in the Church is dated November 19, 1877, 
just a few months after Brigham Young’s death in August 1877. 
The revelation includes a brief introduction: “I have been asking 
the Lord to show me how to adjust the property of the Church, 
held in the name of the late President Brigham Young, so as to do 
justice to his estate and yet not wrong the Church.” The answer, 
in part, came: “You have asked of me .  .  . that wisdom might 
be given you to adjust these property matters of the Church. 
Thus saith the Lord: Be one, be united, be honest, act upon the 
principles of justice and righteousness to the living and to the 
dead and to my Church.”20

The effort to settle Brigham Young’s estate was challenging 
because it was difficult to distinguish what property belonged 
to the Church in Brigham Young’s name and what property 
legitimately belonged to the surviving family members.21 A few 
days after John Taylor received this revelation, he met with Elder 
Richards, who noted in his journal, “The Lord makes manifest to 
Bro. Taylor how & what to do for which I feel grateful to thank 
His Holy Name.”22

Several months later, reflecting the wording and sentiment 
of the November 19, 1877, revelation, Wilford Woodruff noted, 
“This is a very important day in the history of my life and the 
Church. .  .  . After six months of hard labor we have effected a 
settlement with the executors of the estate, George Q. Cannon, 
Brigham Young [Jr.], and Albert Carrington, who have done all 
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in their power to settle the business in equity and righteousness.”23 

Nevertheless, some heirs challenged the proposed settlement, and 
it took another year and a half to finally satisfy all parties involved. 
At that time, John Taylor said, “We have now come out of a very 
unpleasant affair and feel somewhat relieved. I feel that the Lord 
has had a hand in all these things and the results will be for our 
good. . . . I know that the Lord will stand by us, if we will stand by 
him and one another—and maintain our position and integrity 
before God, and do right. The Lord will sustain us and His Holy 
Angels will guard and protect us and all will be well.”24 

John Taylor chose not to publish this revelation. George 
Reynolds provided his insight as to why John Taylor did not 
publish all of his revelations: “Only a few of the revelations given 
through [John Taylor] have been published, as the greater portion 
were not addressed to the Church as a whole, or to the world, but 
to individuals or special bodies of brethren.”25 

T he   J une    2 5 – 2 6 ,  1 8 8 2 ,  R evelation       

John Taylor received a revelation on Sunday evening, June 
25, and during the early morning of Monday, June 26—just three 
months after U.S. president Chester Arthur signed the Edmunds 
Act into law on March 22, 1882. The act began a new phase 
of the federal prosecution against the Church, identified as the 
“decisive attack on polygamy.”26 

This revelation answered President Taylor’s question, “Is 
the law of Celestial Marriage a law given to this nation or to the 
world?” The answer reads in part, “No. In no other sense than as 
the Gospel is given, and in accordance with the laws thereof. . . . 
It is only those who receive the Gospel that are able to, or capable 
of, entering into this Covenant.” It continues to quote extensively 
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from Joseph Smith’s own revelation on plural marriage, now 
known as Doctrine and Covenants 132.

This revelation reaffirms the eternal nature of the covenant and 
concludes by admonishing the Saints to “abide in my law” and to 
“contend for your rights by every legal and constitutional method 
and in accordance with the institutions, laws, and Constitution of 
the United States.” It promises the Saints that if they obey God’s 
law, “your enemies shall be confounded, and my Kingdom shall 
be victorious.”27 The law, in this instance, was plural marriage. 
Again, President Taylor decided not to publish this revelation.

T he   J une    2 7 ,  1 8 8 2 ,  R evelation       

President Taylor received another revelation, dated June 
27, 1882, during the same month. It specifically addresses the 
Council of Fifty, a political council established by Joseph Smith 
in March 1844.28 President Taylor reconvened the council for 
the first time in nearly twelve years on April 10, 1880, two years 
before this revelation was received.29 

In this revelation and the ones that follow, the term Church 
designates The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, and 
the term Kingdom designates the kingdom of God or the Council 
of Fifty, which has been identified by revelation as “The Kingdom 
of God, and His laws, with the keys and power thereof, and 
judgment in the hands of his servants, Ahman Christ.”30 This 
distinction between Church and Kingdom originated during the 
lifetime of the Prophet Joseph Smith. However, by the end of 
the nineteenth century, Latter-day Saints began using the terms 
interchangeably for The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints, eliminating the distinction between the ecclesiastical and 
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the political organizations established by the Prophet Joseph 
Smith.31 

This revelation affirms not only Joseph Smith’s role as the 
Prophet of the Restoration but also John Taylor’s place as his 
successor and spokesman for the Lord: “I raised up my servant 
Joseph Smith to introduce my Gospel, and to build up my 
Church and establish my Kingdom on the earth,” and “Now, 
behold, I speak unto you through my servant John, whom you 
have acknowledged and shall acknowledge as my spokesman.”32 

The revelation also declared President Taylor’s rightful place 
as Joseph Smith’s and Brigham Young’s successor, both as the 
prophetic leader in the Church and as the head of the Kingdom 
of God.33 At the time, several self-proclaimed prophets, such 
as Joseph Smith III, challenged John Taylor’s right to lead the 
Church.34 President George Q. Cannon, counselor in the First 
Presidency, noted in 1882 that he had “heard more of new 
prophets and revelators” than he had “for several years.” He 
continued, “I do not know how many prophets I have heard of 
who have arisen. . . . Many revelations have been sent to me by 
persons who claim the right to preside over the Church and to be 
the Prophet of the Church.”35 

In addition, the revelation explicitly informed the council that 
the Lord’s voice would continue to come through John Taylor: 
“Verily, thus saith the Lord, I have instituted my Kingdom and 
my laws, with the keys and power thereof, and have appointed 
. . . President John Taylor at your head, whom I have appointed 
to my Church and my Kingdom as Prophet, Seer and Revelator 
unto my Church and unto my Kingdom . . . to be my mouthpiece 
unto my Church and unto my Kingdom.”36 

John Henry Smith, a member of both the Quorum of the 
Twelve and the Council of Fifty, provides documentation in 
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his journal on June 27, 1882, that President Taylor submitted 
the revelations to Church leaders for their sustaining: “Two 
revelations were accepted as the word and will of God. They 
were given through President John Taylor, and in the same the 
Lord has promised to fight our battles for us.”37 Elder Richards 
also noted, “Much conversation and argument was used about 
the Revelation already read on a motion for its adoption as the 
Word & Will of [the] Lord as also another recd. today. . . . Both 
Revelations were adopted as the Word & Will of God.”38

This revelation was not published by President Taylor, most 
likely because, as George Reynold noted, it was a revelation to a 
specific body of men—the Council of Fifty.

T he   J une    2 8 ,  1 8 8 2 ,  R evelation       

Another revelation was received on the following day, dated 
June 28, 1882, and follows on the heels of the two previous 
revelations directed to the Council of Fifty.39 This revelation 
reassured the leaders of the council and of the Church that 
the Lord controls the destiny of nations, his Church, and his 
kingdom: “And if they fight against me and my laws, and my 
Church, and my Kingdom, they shall be overthrown in mine own 
due time, for I have so decreed. Even so, Amen.”40 As with the 
earlier revelations given in June 1882, President Taylor did not 
publish this revelation.

T he   O ctober       1 3 ,  1 8 8 2 ,  R evelation       

President Taylor received an important revelation on October 
13, 1882. This revelation dealt with Church organizational 
matters, including the call of three men to fill vacancies in the 
leading quorums of the Church. When the First Presidency was 
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reorganized in October 1880, John Taylor called Francis M. 
Lyman and John Henry Smith to the Quorum of the Twelve 
Apostles.41 However, this still left one vacancy in the Quorum. A 
second vacancy occurred when Orson Pratt died on October 3, 
1881.42 Church leaders struggled to identify two men to fill these 
vacancies, resulting in no callings at either the April or October 
1882 general conferences. On Friday, October 13, President Taylor 
received a revelation on the subject.43 He met with his counselors in 
the First Presidency later in the morning and, as noted above, had 
George Reynolds read the revelation.44 At noon, members of the 
Twelve Apostle met to hear the revelation.45 During this busy day, 
President Taylor sent telegrams to local stake presidents, inviting 
them to attend an important meeting at 7:00 p.m.46 For some 
unknown reason, the gathering was delayed until the next day. As 
a result President Taylor placed an announcement in the Deseret 
News: “Presidents of Stake and their Counselors will meet at my 
office, to-morrow morning at 10:00 am.”47 

On Saturday morning, members of the Twelve Apostles and 
stake presidency members assembled at John Taylor’s office in 
the Gardo House. Elder Richards noted, “At 10 . . . listened to 
Geo. Reynolds read a Revelation recd by Prest. Taylor yesterday 
morning.”48 President Taylor asked President Cannon to speak to 
the group, and President Cannon recorded his talk in his journal. 
John Irvine, a Church recorder, also carefully recorded it: “If the 
brethren feel as I do about these matters, no doubt they have a 
feeling of great satisfaction in their minds respecting the word of 
the Lord that we have received. I think myself that it is a precious 
privilege to live in a day and time when God’s will can be made 
know unto us, His people, as it always has been. There never 
has been a moment since this church was organized up to the 
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One of several contemporary handwritten copies of a revelation given through 
John Taylor at Salt Lake City, October 13, 1882. This revelation calls George 
Teasdale and Heber J. Grant to “fill the vacancies of the Twelve.” (Courtesy of 
Church History Library.)
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present time that we have not had the mind and will of God made 
accessible to us; we had only to ask and receive.”

President Cannon continued, providing insight and context 
for this revelation:

Now, respecting these matters that have been laid before us, 
respecting the appointment to the Quorum of the Twelve and 
Presidency of the Seventies, there was a difference of views 
among us. We have not had our minds settled. I suppose it 
is an open secret that this has been the case. The spirit has 
not made itself manifest in such a manner that we could be 
satisfied, and therefore no steps have been taken up to the 
present to fill the vacancies. . . . But when the word of the Lord 
comes respecting matters of this kind, there is not difference of 
opinion, there is no room for difference of opinion. We know 
that God controls this works and presides over it. We know 
that He has controlled it from the beginning, and that He will 
control it as long as the earth stands. He will appoint and call 
His servants as he thinks fit. He directs this work. It is not the 
work of man.49

On Monday, October 16, President Taylor met again with 
Church leaders, including the Presidents of the Seventy and a few 
invited guests. Abraham H. Cannon wrote in his diary, “I worked 
in the office until 3:30 p.m. when I attended a Council meeting of 
the First Presidency, Seventies and Twelve in the President’s office, 
where a revelation of the Lord to Pres. Taylor was read.”50

Heber J. Grant, who had been invited to this special meeting, 
noted in his journal, “Recd a telegram from Apostle F. M. Lyman 
last evening telling me not to fail in coming to Salt Lake today 
to attend a Council at 3:30 p.m.”51 He had taken a train from 
Tooele to Salt Lake City, was met at the depot, and was taken 
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immediately to the Gardo House. He continued his account: 
“Pres. Taylor stated that the word of the Lord had been recd. 
regarding the filling of the vacancies in the Quorum of Apostles 
also the vacancy in the Prests of Seventies—Bro. Geo Reynolds 
read a revelation in which the Lord stated that he had chosen Bro. 
Teasdale and myself as Apostle and Bro. S. B. Young as a Prest. 
of Seventies. Bro Teasdale and myself were ordained under the 
hands of the 1st Presidency of the Church and the Twelve. Prest. 
Taylor was mouth in Bro. Teasdale’s ordination. Prest. Cannon 
in mine.”52

The revelation Heber J. Grant heard for the first time at this 
meeting began, “Thus saith the Lord to the Twelve, and to the 
Priesthood and people of my Church: Let my servants George 
Teasdale and Heber J. Grant be appointed to fill the vacancies in 
the Twelve. . . . You may appoint Seymour B. Young to fill up the 
vacancy in the presiding quorum of Seventies.”53 

President Taylor wrote to Albert Carrington, a member of 
the Quorum of the Twelve who was in the British Isles serving as 
mission president of the European missions, with a personal update: 
“The vacancies in the quorum of the Twelve Apostles were not 
filled at Conference; but since its close, the Lord has revealed His 
will and designated Elder George Teasdale and Heber J. Grant to 
fill those vacancies, and also that we might appoint Elder Seymour 
B. Young to fill the vacancy in the presiding quorum of Seventies. 
This revelation was submitted to the Twelve and by them accepted, 
and was afterwards read to the Presidents of Stakes, First Presidents 
of Seventies and a few others.”54 

The news of the revelation spread rather quickly to local 
priesthood leaders and then on to lay members of the Church. 
For example, Charles Lowell Walker, who lived in southern Utah, 
noted in his diary at the beginning of November 1882, “Attended 
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the Priesthood Meeting again at the [St. George] Tabernacle. . . . 
President MacAllister read a Revelation from God thro Pres J[ohn] 
Taylor in which it tells him to set in order the quorum of the 
Twelve, the Seventies and High Priests, and the other Quorums. 
. . . It was rather lengthy and I cannot remember it all.”55

In addition to announcing new Church leaders, the revelation 
also informed Seymour Young that he must “conform to [God’s] 
law, for it is not meet that men who will not abide my law shall 
preside over my Priesthood.”56 President Taylor and Wilford 
Woodruff, President of the Twelve, explained the meaning of the 
revelation in a meeting held on October 14, just a day after the 
revelation was received. President Taylor said, “A man obeying a 
lower Law is not qualified to preside over those who keep a higher 
Law.” President Woodruff added, “The leading men of Israel who 
are presiding over Stakes will have to obey the Law of Abraham or 
they will have to Stop.”57

The revelation emphasized that Church leaders should be 
united: “Let the Presidency of my Church be one in all things; 
and let the Twelve also be one in all things; and let them all 
be one with me as I am one with the Father. And let the High 
Priests organize themselves, and purify themselves, and prepare 
themselves for this labor, and for all other labors that they may be 
called upon to fulfill.”58

William G. Hartley noted that in addition to calling 
priesthood leaders to increased righteousness by keeping God’s 
law (plural marriage), the October 13 revelation explained that the 
Seventies should assist the Twelve in their “labors in introducing 
and maintaining the gospel among the Lamanites throughout the 
land.”59 George Reynolds explained, “This last Revelation marks 
a new epoch in our history that was my view. It shows that the 
fulness of the Gentiles long looked for has come in, and that 
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henceforth the burden of our labors will be directed to the House 
of Israel commencing with the Lamanites.”60

President Taylor decided to publish this document as a three-
page pamphlet before the end of the year in 1882; it was the first 
revelation he printed during his ministry.61 Because it was printed, 
this revelation became fairly well known among Church leaders. 
Elder Richards, apparently still basking in the light of the October 
1882 revelation, emphasized in an important article published in 
November, “Therefore, as has been committed unto us, so we 
deliver to you, that you believe in, and teach the importance of 
continuing revelation.”62

T he   A pril     1 4 ,  1 8 8 3 ,  R evelation       

President Taylor received another revelation on the last day 
of a two-day meeting held on April 13 and 14, 1883, in which 
President Taylor met with the Twelve and the Presidents of 
the Seventy to discuss the mobilization of the quorums of the 
seventies in accordance with the October 13, 1882, revelation. 
They concluded that they would reorganize the First Quorum of 
Seventies, which had not functioned since 1844.63 Abraham H. 
Cannon, one of the presidents of the Seventy in attendance at the 
meeting, noted, “These instructions were confirmed by the voice 
of revelation.”64 Elder Richards attended the meeting on April 
14 and recorded in his journal, “9:40 am Pres. Taylor’s office. 
.  .  . Heard George Reynolds read the conclusions & directions 
of the Presidency as to the method of reorganizing the Quorum 
of Seventies and a Revelation give[n] today through Prest. John 
Taylor.”65

The revelation stated in part, “What ye have written is my will, 
and is acceptable unto me; and furthermore, thus saith the Lord unto 
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To the Seventies (Salt Lake City: The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints, 1883). This pamphlet contains one of John Taylor’s printed revelations, 
“A Revelation given through President John Taylor,” Salt Lake City, April 14, 
1883. (Courtesy of R. Q. and Susan Shupe, Oceanside, California).
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the First Presidency, unto the Twelve, unto the Seventies, and unto 
all my holy Priesthood, let not your hearts be troubled, neither be ye 
concerned about the management and organization of my Church 
and Priesthood and the accomplishment of my work.”66 

Shortly thereafter, the instructions and the revelation were 
published as a pamphlet and distributed.67 Charles Lowell Walker 
noted that the document reached southern Utah by May 3: “To 
day I saw a circular from the First Presidency regarding the 
organization of the Seventies, and a Revelation from God, thru 
Pres. John Taylor on the 14th of April in answer to the Question, 
‘Show unto us thy will, O Lord, concerning the organization of 
the Seventies.’”68

T he   A pril     2 8 ,  1 8 8 3 ,  R evelation       

President Taylor received a revelation on April 28, 1883, 
reminding the Church to “be one in spiritual things” and 
exhorting the First Presidency, the Twelve, stake presidencies, high 
councils, and priesthood holders in general to “be diligent and act 
in their several positions, callings, or Priesthood, and honor and 
magnify the same, and honor and obey me, the Lord their God, 
and respect and obey the counsels of my holy Priesthood,” with 
the promise that the Lord “will honor and exalt them . . . in time 
and throughout eternity.”69

The revelation ends with a command to reconvene the School 
of the Prophets: “These things belong to my Priesthood, but 
more properly to the School of the Prophets. Let the School of 
the Prophets be organized, even all such as are worthy. But if they 
are found unworthy they shall not have a place in my school; for 
I will be honored by my Priesthood; and let my laws be made 
known unto them as may be deemed expedient.”70 
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Joseph Smith established the first School of the Prophets in 
1833, emphasizing religious and secular topics of study. Once in 
Utah, Brigham Young organized similar schools, and although 
the size and focus varied, the purpose of the school remained the 
same: to help establish the Church more fully through education 
and planning.71

John Taylors’s revelation on the School of the Prophets was 
not published or canonized. Nevertheless, President Taylor acted 
upon it and reorganized the School of the Prophets on October 
12, 1883.72

T he   M ay   1 8 8 4  R evelation       

President Taylor received a revelation in May 1884, at the time 
of the dedication of the Logan Temple.73 During the dedication 
on May 17, 1884, President Taylor prayed, “We have built this 
house, and present it to Thee, and pray that Thou wilt accept it 
in the name of Thy Son Jesus Christ, Our Lord and Redeemer.”74 

Soon thereafter, either on the evening of May 17 or during the 
morning of May 18, John Taylor received the Lord’s answer to 
his petition: “As thou hast asked me concerning this temple, thus 
saith the Lord: I accept this house which thou hast built, and 
also the labors of the Committee, the Superintendent, and the 
Architect thereof, and of those who have in anywise contributed 
to the building or beautifying the same by their labor or by their 
means; and inasmuch as it shall be preserved pure and not be 
defiled, my presence shall be there, even the power of my Spirit, 
the Gift of the Holy Ghost; which shall in this house hereafter be 
more fully understood.”75 

Although President Taylor did not publish this particular 
revelation, he alluded to the Lord’s answer to his dedication 
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prayer in several meetings with the Saints in the days following 
the first dedication service. For example, Jo Ann Sloan Rogers 
recorded in her diary a synopsis of President Taylor’s address in a 
meeting at the temple on May 18, a day after the first dedication 
service: “Prest Taylor spoke of the Priest[hoods] Aaronic and 
Melchesedek. Spoke of the comforter Jesus promised would come 
& show the things of the Father[,] which has been given for our 

Revelation given through John Taylor at Logan, Utah, May 1884. This revelation, 
in the handwriting of George F. Gibbs, is part of the John Taylor revelation 
booklet prepared by Gibbs. (Courtesy of Church History Library)
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instructions in these days. . . . He declared the [Logan] Temple & 
the Labors thereon were sanctioned & approved of the Lord.”76

A few days later, on May 22, President Woodruff noted in his 
journal, “I visited the Temple. President Taylor told the People to 
record that the Lord was well pleased with the Temple the people 
had built and accepted of the Dedication at the Hands of his 
People, and if they wished to ornament it they were at Liberty to 
do so and this is the word of the Lord unto you.”77 L. John Nuttall 
also recorded a synopsis of this address in his diary, including 
the observation that the Lord had accepted the dedication of 
the temple, providing a slight variation of President Taylor’s 
concluding words, “I state this as the Word of the Lord.”78

T he   D ecember        2 5 ,  1 8 8 4 ,  R evelation       

The final revelation recorded in Gibbs’ booklet is dated 
December 25, 1884.79 In this revelation, the Lord chastens the 
Saints for their failure “to put themselves in order before the Lord.” 
The Lord speaks of “a day of trouble and anxiety and sorrow and 
judgment [that] will soon overtake this nation and other nations.” 
Because of this, the Lord continues, “the inhabitants of Zion 
must purge themselves from iniquity, folly, covetousness, and 
vanity, and listen to and obey my laws, or they cannot have my 
protection.” Finally, the Lord concludes by promising to “be your 
shield and protector, and your strong tower and no man shall be 
able to hurt you, for I will be your defense” if you will “listen to 
the counsels of those whom I have appointed, and seek not your 
own will and way, but the will of the Lord your God; For by him 
only can you be sustained in the time of trouble which is fast 
approaching, Even so, Amen.”80 
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The prophetic warning that “the time of trouble .  .  . [was] 
fast approaching” was fulfilled shortly thereafter. Six weeks after 
President Taylor received the Christmas Day revelation, he gave 
his last public address before going into seclusion on the Mormon 
Underground. As President Daniel H. Wells, a counselor in the 
First Presidency, argued, “The First Presidency and many of the 
Apostles” did so “to avoid the consequences of mock trials and 
packed juries with which a prejudice and wicked judiciary are 
seeking to harass the servants of God.”81 Thus began a long and 
difficult exile from home, family, and friends for Church leaders 
and their associates.82 

R umors     ,  V isions      ,  and    R evelations        

Unable to attend public gatherings or to hold regularly 
scheduled meetings with the First Presidency, the Quorum of the 
Twelve, and other Church leaders (many of whom were either in 
prison or on the Mormon Underground themselves), President 
Taylor attempted to keep the Saints informed through a series 
of epistles, circulars, and broadsides and through a remarkable 
letter-writing campaign during this difficult period.83 Despite 
such extraordinary efforts, various rumors spread among the 
Saints regarding his activities in his physical absence, including 
reports that federal officers had captured him. Additionally, 
reports circulated about purported visions and alleged revelations 
he had received. For example, Abraham H. Cannon, a member 
of the Presidency of the Seventy, reported in March 1886, “Bro. 
Olson brought word in this evening that President Taylor had 
received a revelation from the Lord in which it stated that God 
was satisfied with the sacrifice made by the people in this crusade. 
. . . This word, he said, came from Bishop Allen of the 21st Ward, 
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and, if true, we as a people can rejoice at it.”84 Note his cautionary 
and hopeful acceptance of the report: “if true, we as a people can 
rejoice.” Additionally, this particular report reveals a rather unique 
situation as a General Authority was, in this instance, relying on 
lay members for information about President Taylor.85 

Another account surfaced in July 1886, when Philo Dibble 
told a group of Saints that President Taylor had seen Joseph 
Smith the Prophet in vision and discussed with him the current 
challenges facing the Saints.86

In addition to this revelation and vision, another document 
surfaced after John Taylor’s death in July 1887 that purports 
to be President Taylor’s last revelation, received on September 
27, 1886.87 A copy in circulation begins: “My son John. You 
have asked me concerning the New & Everlasting covenant 
how far it is binding upon my peop[le.] Thus saith the Lord All 
commandments that I give must be obeyed by those, calling 
themselves by my name unless they are revoked by my [sic] or by 
my authority, and how can I revoke an everlasting covenant.”88 

Beginning in 1912, a sensational vision became associated 
with this revelation.89 In the 1920s a greatly expanded version of 
the vision began circulating which told of the ordination of five 
men by resurrected beings who were authorized “to perpetuate 
plural marriage, independent of Church leaders.”90 Although the 
authenticity of the vision is not necessarily connected to the veracity 
of the revelation itself, the issue of corroborative documentation 
for the revelation also remains the most significant obstacle in 
connecting it with President Taylor. For example, President 
George Q. Cannon did not say anything about the revelation in 
his personal diary.91 They were in close proximity, both day and 
night, under the protection of guards in a secret location where 
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movement was extremely limited; thus it seems odd that nothing 
was mentioned in his diary on this occasion.

Nuttall, President Taylor’s private secretary, does not mention 
the revelation or purported ordination regarding plural marriage 
in his fairly detailed diary. Some groups have claimed that Nuttall 
made five copies of the revelation at the time.92 Nuttall was also in 
close quarters with President Taylor, and therefore the silence in 
his diary and the diary of George Q. Cannon is deafening, raising 
serious questions about the purported revelation’s authenticity. 
Finally, Samuel Bateman, one of President Taylor’s bodyguards, 
failed to mention the revelation or the special ordinations in his 
own diary.93 The absence of any mention of this event undermines 
the claim that he was one of the men ordained on that occasion.

In addition to these purported visions and alleged revelation, 
there are at least two documents attributed to John Taylor that 
are most certainly not genuine, one dated December 16, 1877, 
and another that surfaced in 1951.94

By mid-1886, President Taylor’s health began to deteriorate. 
During the last eight months of his life he lived in the farm home 
of Thomas and Margaret Roueche in Kaysville, Utah. Finally, 
after two and half years on the Mormon Underground, President 
Taylor died on July 25, 1887, at 7:55 p.m.95

S ignificance            of   P resident         T aylor     ’ s 
R evelations        

B. H. Roberts identified one of the significances of John 
Taylor’s revelations: “His counsels, his warnings, his doctrines 
and promises received the most direct approval by the voice of 
God Himself, demonstrating that his teaching had all along 
been inspired.”96 Although these revelations were not presented 
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to the general Church body and thereby not canonized, Latter-
day Saints recognize that they represented the “mind and will 
of the Lord” given to the Lord’s anointed servant at a specific 
time and at a specific place, comprising what President Taylor 
called “present and immediate revelation.”97 President George Q. 
Cannon provided an important perspective on the subject: “They 
[the revelations through the Prophet] were authentic and divinely 
inspired, whether any man or body of men received them or not. 
Their reception or non-reception of them would not affect in the 
least their divine authenticity.”98

Additionally, John Taylor’s revelations are important 
documents that provide insights into his ministry, highlighting 
particularly the concerns he grappled with during this important 
transitional period in the history of the Church. Additionally, these 
revelations constitute a significant repository of primary source 
material that should be used to reconstruct an understanding of 
his life and labors.

John Taylor’s October 13, 1882, and April 14, 1883, 
revelations were printed in several foreign language editions of 
the Doctrine and Covenants for a few years (as sections 147 and 
138) following President Taylor’s death.99 Finally, John Taylor’s 
revelations continue to be printed and discussed in a number of 
official publications of the Church and in important scholarly 
works dealing with this period of Latter-day Saint history.100 All of 
this collectively signifies the continuing importance of President 
John Taylor’s written revelations in understanding the Latter-day 
Saint past.

In 1881 President Taylor said, “Very few men upon the 
face of the earth believe in revelation from God. . . . They know 
nothing about, ‘Thus saith the Lord,’ as men used to do when they 
had the gospel.”101 During his nearly ten years as the presiding 
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Apostle and President of the Church, John Taylor led the Church 
and kingdom by inspiration and revelation. He often recorded 
the revelations he received from the Lord and presented them to 
Church leaders. On two occasions, President Taylor printed his 
revelations for wider distribution among Church leaders.

A review of his written revelations reveals a Church leader 
dependent upon direct revelation to guide the Church and 
kingdom of God. The revelations provide insights on the issues 
that John Taylor faced during his administration and the Lord’s 
response to those issues. The revelations also provide a window 
into the nature and scope of his prophetic leadership. From them 
emerges a portrait of a dedicated and spiritually sensitive leader 
who proclaimed “Thus saith the Lord,” and who, through his 
ministry, had indeed become a modern “John the Revelator.”
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