turned over to his father {'or safekeeping and nave ever since been

in his possession. ' In the evening I took the train for Kansas Citys

Blackfoot, Idaho
Fevrusary 17, 1909

Nathen A. Tanner

Opden
Dear Nathan A:=
Complying with your reguest to write en account: of my vigit to David

T looked for my diary of thut dete, but, to:my surprise I cannot
J =) : ’ bl i
i iy
from memory of the incident whigh occurred in

~-two years &70.
I went from Independence, iligsouri Lo‘"iChmond,-Wibh‘&“ViGWvof seeing
David “hibmer, and upon alighting from the cars at Richmond, the town of

his residence, I inquired where he liveds A .son'of his who kept a hotol
the town, heard me, and possibly guessing who I was, s4id to a man sit-
S . ;

ting on the front seat of the coach,: and Toud. enough that:I heard nim,

Hhere is & man who wants to see my father, and I'll see  that he does not:

see him," or words to that effect.

Being directed to where I could find.the house where David Whitmer
dwelt, T immediately went there and knocked, and the son’ that I hed seen
on the couch, or hotel bus, answered the knock and opening the door, s tood

but did not invite me in.' I inquired if that’ were David Whitwer's
A : 5 P ;

S h Sonale o : G i
residence, &nd being answered in the effirmative, said I was passing through

)

the place, and héd called with a view of seeing him. * Hi§ son said thut his

father was sick end could not: be seen. ' I felt that the extuse was made

simply to prevent me from seeing David, und that his father might'be seen

if he chose to allow it, and I prdyéd fervently but‘ﬁiléﬁtly;fh&t;the man

mizht relent, und knowing that'néwspapermen of ten bothered him, and did not

-3;:




§

5 4 ; 1 i : :
s report him fairly, I suid, "I em not & reporter;. I am simply pas-

desired to see 'the man who had beeniso highly favored

as his feather had been, and added.that his father need not

-

talk, but if' I could see him and shaké his haﬁq,‘Ilsﬁéuld’feel'sgﬁiﬁfied,
tavored. The man then invited me‘in’and‘éﬁid hélﬁoulaﬁgo and see if
his father felt well enouzh 6o 71‘ cen. fﬁé retired ghq‘i§ a‘few minutes
sLiiL, féthéf,will bewoutviﬁ a4 fow minupes."
appeared, m‘ver% fepble aﬁd §toqped, but

nleasant looking gentlemen, and I arose ‘and took his exterided hand, say-
was very greatly pleased. to have seepi him; end that
‘ : o : b
he need nét talk, but I would be satisfied with

V

pleasure of his personual ecquaintance.

e bade me sit dovm how ,and beyan to talk end cbntinued, I should
judge, for a nalf or three quarters of :emn hour. @ lle related the story of
first hearing of Joseph, of the engels, of some other, persons’ putting

\ S
in order that he,m i go 'to the Prophet. He said he had con-

co ‘as soon as he could put:in thet field of grain and he: thought

25 S : (F ) ; »

course, that it was 1ted for him in-order . that he might go the sooner.

He related the history of his travel, too; . end meeting the.Prophet,tWEbm,

he said, had seen him coming in visipn, end hud walked out to meet him on

the way, and knew him when they met. He said the Prophet told him where

he staved enroute, how he had seen him reading & sipgn ~- I think it was a
Y ’ &

hotel s and how he told him so 'muny things which he could kriow only
by inspiration thet he (Devid) could not doubt-the divinity of his mission.
: i s it ; :

David then went bn and told me in a generil way, the whole history of his

relutions with the Prophet. 'About the way thq‘ﬁraESIQtibn‘was accomplished;

about seeinp the plates,. etc.




He said that Joseph wes seperated from the scribe byia blanket,
I remenver; thut he had the Urim and Thummim,. &ndi a chocolate colored!

nfnna, which he used alternately, as s;ite&.his convenieﬁcé, and he said
he believed Joseph could as well upcompliéh\the_&raﬁslation by looking
into & hat, or eny other stone, &s by the‘u;e of the”Uriﬁ‘and Thummim or
the chocolate colored stone. David expregséd absolute faith in the
“rophet's power to get any inforn@ﬁion he desired, and byvanyvmoans he
should adopt for the purpose. I mean héjappoared to have.absolute faith
in the Frophet's power with. God, to getvapy information hé wished f@f.;
1k that either the‘Ufim and Thummim or the' stone he had

were escential, or absolutely essentiél, to the obtaining pf the inform-

f

ation.
§

He seid that Joseph would -- as I remember -- place the manuscript-

bensath the stone or Urim end Thummim, and.the characters would appear in

English, which he would spell out, and they would remain there until the
word was fully written and corrected, when it would 'disappeer and another
x il
vord appe ebc.
x . i {
With reference to having seen the plates, he said they were brought
and laid upon a table by en angel, who turned the “loaves over for their
; : L :
inspection, and that a voice from heaven spoke and said that the record
was @ true omne &nd thst it was correctly translated. He'also told of see-
ing the breast plate and the sword of Laban, and, as I remember, the Urim
and Thummim, which were a little way off, and in a receptacle which held
them. A peculiar feature of the man was that from a feeble old man when
he commenced his testimony, he began to be magnified in my eyes until he.
was as fine & speciman of humenity as I ever saw. It Was unnecessary in

my case, but I felt as I saw him with the effects of the Spirit upon him,

thot that was his special mission, and that when performing it, God took

5=




him in hand and made his testimony effective. I felt that no person

him ena hear his testimony as I .did, and doubt it .any more than

could
doubt the divinity of Joseph's mission when they met under

And David said he could not doubt it.

ir meeting.

did, so fuvlly and freely, he said, ;"I have been

0f course'they were

i

things with our natural cyess

inere is no doubt that our eyes were prepared for the

our ral eyes.

sight, but they were our nutural eyes nevertheless."

table were

the o tangible one, and he said it appeared .
not touch it. ' After his testimony about the plates,
uld bring out the manuscript, ‘and he assented,

ufw f B 5
whereupon #er0 broucsht out, und examined and explained. * Our conver-
uvon his relation to .the Church.

v

did not touch
Love: to all,

sation
¢

(Signed) N. Tenner, Jr.




