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“ The village of Mortlake, situated upon the banks of |
the Thames, is celebrated as having been the residence of
one of the most singular characters of the sixteenth cen-
tury. Dr. Jobn Dee, the astrologer and alchymist, and
one of the pioneers of the Rosicrucian philosophy, lived
here for many years, and was buried in the chancel of the
church. The ancient people of the village more than a
century after his death, which took place in 1608, pointed
out the exact spot where his ashes lay; but the curious
inquirer would now seek in vain to discover it Queen
Elizabeth always treated Dr. Dee with marked consider-
ation; and, when she ascended the throne, sent her fa-
vourite Dudley, afterwards Earl of Leicester, to consult
him as to a lucky day for her coronation. She occasion-
ally visited him at Mortlake, and is once said to have ex-
pressed a desire to be instructed by him in the secrets of
astrology and alchymy. She devoutly believed that he
would one day discover the philosopher’s stone,—an ob-
jeet to which all his abilities, and he was not without a
good portion, were directed. All the money he gained
by telling fortunes, predicting lucky and unlucky days,
and casting nativities, was melted away in his furnaces in
the futile search for the stone, or the elixir, which was to
change pokers and tongs, pots and kettles, and even the
pump in his back-yard into pure gold. Thus, though he
gained immense sums of money, he was always poor; and
when Count Laski, a wealthy Pole, who was travelling in
England, desirous of making his acquaintance, sent him
word that he would come and dine with him, Dce was
obliged to apply to Queen Elizabeth to borrow money to
treat the stranger with becoming hospitality. Elizabeth
sympathized in his distress, and sent him twenty pounds
immediately.

“ It was shortly before he received this visit that he made
a grand discovery. He firmly believed that by means of
a small black stone with a shining surface, and cut in the
form of e diamond, which he possessed, he could hold
converse with the elementary spirits, and be instructed by
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them in all the secrets of science, and all the mysteries of
nature. He has himself left a most extraordinary narra-
tive of his conversations with the spirits; part of which
was published after his death hy Dr. Casaubon, and the
remainder of which may still be seen amoug the manu-
scripts in the British Musenm. He says, that as he was
one day in November, 1582, sitting in his study at Mort-
lake, engaged in fervent prayer, the angel Uriel appeared
at his window, and gave him a translucent stone, into
which he might summon the angels, and ask them ques-
tions whenever he pleased. He also says that an angel
appeared to him in the form of a beautiful little maiden,
who slid gracefully among the leaves of his books, and
fluttered her pretty wings there. The conversations which,
as he informs us, he held with this and with many other
spirits, were of the most puerile kind ; but in Dee’s opi-
nion were full of truth, wisdom, and philosophy, and con-
tained precepts which, if the world had followed, would
have saved it from the horrors of many bitter and bloody
revolutions. He soon found that he could not converse
with his attendant spirits and note down at the same time
what they said, and he therefore engaged another fortune-
teller and alchymist, named Kelly, to act as his seer, and
converse with the spirits, while he devoted himself to re-
porting their heavenly talk. Kelly humoured the whim
or the insanity of his principal, and soon rendered him-
self so necessary, that Dee received him into his family,
csteemed him as his friend, and was proud of him as his
disciple.

“ When Count Laski came, the two worthies showed
him all their wonders, The Pole was highly delighted
with the conversation and acquirements of the doctor, and
listened with eagerness 1o his promises that he wonld find
the philosopher’s stone for him, and make him the wealth-
iest man the world ever saw. The doctor was as much
pleased with his guest, whom he knew to be rich and
powerful ; and he and Kelly both formed the design ot
fastening themselves upon him, and living sumptuously at



