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17 Yea, and behold, Abraham saw of his coming, and was filled with gladness
and did rejoice.

Nephi strengthens his position by also invoking Abraham. These associations with
the venerated prophets of old obviously bolster his own claims of prophethood. As
spokesman for the traditional Nephite religion that emphasizes the Atoning
Messiah, he contrasts this belief to Gadianton secularism, asserting that the revered
patriarchs also were believers. This appeal to ancient authority and, by implication,
to the dangers of resisting that received wisdom, would have been a powerful
argument for a people steeped in tradition.

Nephi's line of reasoning stresses the importance of prophecies about the
coming Messiah. Mormon has not yet mentioned the Gadiantons' rejection of
those prophecies, but he soon will. Nephi is responding to this as-yet-unstated
Gadianton position.

Helaman 8:18-19
18 Yea, and behold I say unto you, that Abraham not only knew of these
things, but there were many before the days of Abraham who were called by
the order of God; yea, even after the order of his Son; and this that it should
be shown unto the people, a great many thousand years before his coming,
that even redemption should come unto them.
19 And now I would that ye should know, that even since the days of
Abraham there have been many prophets that have testified these things; yea,
behold, the prophet Zenos did testify boldly; for the which he was slain.

Nephi continues to create the argument for belief by adding Zenos's name to the
catalogue of ancient believers in Messianic prophecies along with unnamed "many
prophets." Nephites who believed in the scriptures, particularly the brass plates,
would venerate these prophets. As noted in "Excursus: Religion of the Nehors,"
following Alma 1, the Nehor heresy accepted the brass plates even while rejecting
the Atoning Messiah. Perhaps the Gadiantons followed a similar pattern. If so, that
would be an even more relevant reason why Nephi used these particular examples.

Helaman 8:20
20 And behold, also Zenock, and also Ezias, and also Isaiah, and Jeremiah,
(Jeremiah being that same prophet who testified of the destruction of
Jerusalem) and now we know that Jerusalem was destroyed according to the
words of Jeremiah. O then why not the Son of God come, according to his
prophecy?

Zenock, a brass plate prophet, does not appear in our received Old Testament, nor
doesEzias. This is the only mention of this name in the scriptures. Since Ezias is
coupled with Zenock, it is also possible that this is a name from the brass plates for
which we have only one reference. The name is suspicious, however. It appears
most similar to Esaias as seen in the New Testament (Matt. 3:3, 4:14, 8:17, and
others). The New Testament Esaias is the Greek transliteration of the prophet we
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know as lsaiah from the Old Testament. The presence of the final /s/ on thename
comes from the requirement of the Greek language that a male name end in s/5
The final /s/ on Ezias is therefore also suspicious. The intended name from the
plates of Nephi is not knowable.

Nephi identifies Jeremiah's prediction about Jerusalem's destruction as an
example of fulfilled prophecy, even though the Nephite knowledge about that
destruction would have come only through Lehi's prophetic declaration, notactual
knowledge.

These citations, however, establish that the Nephites, even during their
apostasy from important gospel principles, still retain basic beliefs. They accept the
brass plates and the founding traditions of their people, which included the
destruction of Jerusalem as Lehi's reason for leaving. Unlike Laman and Lemuel
who doubted, the Nephites so firmly believed in the destruction that Nephi; could
use it as a demonstration of the fulfillment of prophecy.

Helaman 8:21-22
21 And now will you dispute that Jerusalem was destroyed? Will ye say that
the sons of Zedekiah were not slain, all except it were Mulek? Yea, and do ye
not behold that the seed of Zedekiah are with us, and they were driven out of
the land ofJerusalem?But behold, this is not all-
22 Our father Lehi was driven out of Jerusalem because he testified of these
things. Nephi also testified of these things, and also almost all of our fathers,
even down to this time; yea, they have testified of the coming of Christ, and
have looked forward, and have rejoiced in his day which is to come.

Nephi knows that they cannot dispute Jerusalem's destruction, as it is firmly
established among both the Nephites and the Mulekites-the two ancestralpeoples
of Zarahemla. He is continuíng to build his argument for believing in theMessiah
by establishing it as part of revered and ancient traditions.

Helaman 8:23
23 And behold, he is God, and he is with them, and he did manifest himself
unto them, that they were redeemed by him; and they gave unto him glory,
because of that which is to come.

Rhetoric: Even given their current departure from belief in the AtoningMessiah,
the Nephites still believe in these revered ancestors and accept Yahweh asGod.
From this base, Nephi points out the obvious--that Yahweh was with theserevered
prophets of accepted tradition.

He then critiques the people's refusal to accept the coming Messiah.
According to the Nephite tradition, Yahweh and the Messiah were the same
individual. When Nephi suggests that "he is God, and he is with them," he is

SThe transliteration between Hebrew and Greek also yielded the name Jesus from the Hebrew
Yeshua. The ly/ became j/ in the transliteration. The /sh/ became /s/ because there is no /sh/soundin
Greek. The final /s/ was added to indicate a male name.


