THE EARTH—ITS FALL, REDEMPTION, ETC,

and receive the Holy Ghost through
the ordinance of the laying on of
hands, and continue faithful unto the
end, shall escape the penalty of the
second death. All who reject these
conditions must suffer it, for the word
of God cannot become void, and jus-
tice be thwarted from his stern de-
crees.

Though all mankind are to be fully
redeemed from the effects of the ori-
oinal sin, yet we have great reason to
fear that but few will be redeemed
from their own sins. Those few who
are redeemed will receive the earth
for an eternal inheritance; for the
carth, as we have already observed,
will be unconditionally redeemed from
the curse of the original sin, and so
far as that sin is concerned, it will be
no obstacle to the earth’s entering
into the presence of God. But as the
earth has been corrupted by other
sins than the original, it must partake
of the curses of the second death,
after it is redeemed from the curses
of the first, unless God has provided
a way for its sanctification and re-
demption therefrom. It has seemed

unto the great Redeemer to in-
sfitute ordinances for the cleansing,
sanctification, and eternal redemption
of the earth, not from the original
sin, but from the sins of the posterity
of Adam.

The first ordinance instituted for
the cleansing of the earth, was that of
immersion in water ; it was buried in
the liquid element, and all things sin-
ful upon the face of it were washed
away. As it came forth from the
ocean flood, like the new-bern child,
it was innocent, it arose to newness
of life : it was its second birth from
the womb of mighty waters—a new
world issuing from the ruins of the

old, clothed with all the innocency of

its first creation. As man cannot be
born again of water, without an ad-

ministrator, so the earth required an
agency independent of itself, to ad-
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minister this grand cleansing ordi-
nance, and restore it to its infant pu-
rity. That administrator was the
Redeemer himself. ‘

The second ordinance instituted for
the sanctification of the earth, is that
of fire and the Holy Ghost. The day
will come when it shall burn as an
oven, and all the proud, and all that
do wickedly shall be as stubble; after
which, the glory of God shall cover
the earth, as the waters cover the
deep. Here then is a baptism of
fire first, then of the Holy Spirit. As
man receives the baptism of fire and
the Holy Spirit through the laying on
of the hands of a legal admimistrator,
so the earth receives the same, not
through its own agency, but through
the agencies ordained of God. As
man becomes a new creature by being
born again, first of water, then of the
spirit, ip the same manner the earth
becomes aghew earth by being born
again of these cleansing and puri-
fying elements. As man becomes a
righteous man by the new birth, so
the earth becomes a righteous earth
through the same process.

Righteousness will abide upon its
face, during a thousand years, and the
Saviour will bless it with his personal
presence : after which the end soon
comes, and the earth itself will die,
and its elements be dissolved through
the agency of a fire. This death, or
dissolution of the earth is a penalty
of the original sin. Infants and
righteous men die, not as a pen-
alty of their own sins, but because
Adam sinned; so the earth dies, or
undergoes a similar change, not be-
cause of the transgressions of the chil-
dren of Adam, but because of the origi-
nal transgression. Butall mankind are
made alive from the first death through
the resurrection, so the earth will
again be renewed, its elements will
again be collected, they will be re-
combined and reorganized as when
it first issued from the womb of chaos.



