THE MORMONS

shall keep the commandments of Goci ye Sh?'lilf %rosper. in th;
land” (Alma 36:30)—which legds to belf‘lg 1”te Up In thej,
hearts, because of their exceeding great riches” and th?nce to
failure “to walk uprightly before God” (-A]ma 45 :.24). This Cy.de
from virtue to prosperity, from prosperity to prlde,. from prige
to a fall, and thence to repentance, which reinstates rlghtieiousness
to start the cycle over again, gives many opportunities for
prophets and preachers to arise and call the people to repentance,
The central message of the book is repentance,” and t’he work is
full of s]jghtly concealed revival meetings, as in Jacop s words to
the people of Nephi (II Nephi, chaps. 6-10); Nephi’s commen-
tary upon Isaiah (II Nephi, chaps. 25-33); Benjamin’s exhortation
to his people and thejr conversion (Mosiah, chaps. 1—6‘); the
preaching of Abinadj (Mosiah, chaps. 11-17); the preaching of
the two Almas (Mosiah, chap. 18, and Alma), of Amulek ( Alma,
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(Alma 19:6, 13, 14). hen three
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THE ‘‘BOOK OF MORMON’’

available to all who repent. The Atonement was for all

erits are
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men, and grace and mercy are available to al

Much can be seen in the Book of Mormon of the implicit men-
tality of the popular Protestaptlsm of the time. .Fo.r example, the
story of the first Alma (Mosiah, chaps. 23-24) is, in a very pro-
found sense, the history of sectarian, left-wing Christianity, as
seen by itself, projected into an ideal or mythological represen-
tation. The persecution of the prophet Abinadi, his burning by
the king and the established church in a scene recalling the
deaths of Ridley and Latimer under Mary Tudor (Mosiah 17:13-
15), the secession of Alma and his founding of a church that
bore all the marks of sectarian regeneration, and its final exodus
into the wilderness, where (reminiscent of John Winthrop) the
regenerate founded a free colony and where (anticipating what
had come only much later in Massachusetts) they established re-
publican government—all this must have sounded deep resonances
in the minds of those whose forebears had left England in the
reign of the Stuarts (Mosiah, chaps. 11-18).

The Book of Mormon is an ideal projection of left-wing Prot-
festantism in another sense. All the Nephite prophets, from Lehi
in 600 B.c., who was “a visionary man” (I Nephi 2: 11), to Moroni,
who tells us that by the power of the Holy Spirit we may know
all things (Moroni 10:5), spoke, like Alma, “according to the
Spirit which testifieth in me” (Alma 7:26), when indeed they did
not converse with angels, with Christ, or with the Father him-
self.1! Moreover, by this revelation and prophecy they spoke and
taught “with power and authority from God” (Mosiah 18:26).
th npwhere in the Book of Mormon does this abundance of in-
Spiration and revelation and following of the Spirit “wheresoever
it leadeth” get out of hand. Nowhere are the elect plunged by
such criteria into controversy, with brother pitted against brother,
ea'ch.claiming divine sanction for his doctrine. Contention there is
:;mhm .the church of God, but good and evil are easily discernible
of ‘Lu times, and the Holy Spirit is never confused witp in}pu!ses
arid uman or de.moniacal origin. Complete freedom of inspiration
s Interpretation combines easily with revealed authority, th.e
abs}(;llrat:lons of all showing remarkable unanimity. Moreove.r, t}ns
chm~ute freedom of revelation expresses itself in an authoritarian
b ch structure whose rulers are priests who have been called

Y God and who are the revelators of his word. Hence there is
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that ye will serve him and keep his COmmandme s
18:10). (Mo
Yet, together with this Baptist doctrine, there ]
upon free will, upon the intention of the penitent to |,
Commandments. By the end of the book this blen of BaptiStpdthe
nition of the sacrament and Arminian understanding of th Cho??
of the penitent takes on the appearance of a doct )

‘ Iine rathe; like
that of the Catholics, Episcopalians, and others of the more cenyyy)

stream of the Christian tradition. The Book of Moroni, intende
to be a manual for the new church, says: “Behold, baptism is ypy,
repentance to the fulﬁlling the commandments unto the remission
of sins” (Moroni 8:11). A little later Moroni declares that, with.
out repentance, baptism is useless and those who do not under-
stand this are “‘putting trust in dead works” (Moroni 8:23). He
stresses the importance of repentance and adds: “The first fruits
of repentance is baptism; and baptism cometh by faith unto the
fulfilling the commandments; and the fulfilling the commandments
bringeth remission of sins” (Moroni 8:25). The result of this
teaching has been the doctrine held by the Mormon church that
baptism is necessary both as a witness to the covenant and to
church membership and for the remission of sins,

Infant baptism is condemned, and Moron;j urges that “ye should
labor diligently, that this gross error should be removed from
among you” (Moroni 8:6). He attributes to Christ the following

decisive statement: . . , wherefore, little children are whole, for
they are not capable of committi
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ist, it is nevertheless a pare f the
developing humanism of the period, which found suﬁl rst;)ikin
reflection in all Mormon doctrine. &

We must also note that, with all its emphasis upon humih'cy and
giving to the needy, all its denunciation of pride and clasg distine-
tion, the Book of Mormon does not ad

vocate communitarjay, so
cialism. There are two references to apostolic community of oy,

ership in the book (III Nephi 26:19 and IV Ne
are conventional repetitions of the New Testamen
The New Testament verses are as follows:
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