DOCTRINAL
NEW TESTAMENT

COMMENTARY

Volume III
COLOSSIANS - REVELATION




Corpvyricut (© 1973 BY
BookcrarT, INc.

LIBRARY OF CONGRESS CATALOG CARD NUMBER 65-29174

2nd Printing, 1973

Preface

Peter said: “Be ready always to give an answer to every man
that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you.”

Many of the answers and much of the inspired reasoning
needed by the saints to comply with this counsel is found in
the New Testament.

Peter himself recorded his testimony and preserved in writing
his doctrinal explanations so “that ye may be able after my
decease to have these things always in remembrance.”

There is a crying need in the Church today for more real
gospel scholarship, for a knowledge of the doctrines of salvation.

We need to know the doctrines found in the Standard Works,
to instil into our souls the inspired teachings of Holy Writ.

Volume III of this Doctrinal New Testament Commentary
is designed to help fulfil these needs. The New Testament con-
tains a blueprint of the gospel; it charts a course leading to
eternal life in God’s kingdom. The Lord has preserved it for
us so that we may enjoy the words of eternal life in this world
and be led toward eternal glory in the next.

Since the New Testament was written to the saints, to
members of the Church, to those who knew and understood the
doctrines of salvation, there is no way to absorb its teachings
oxcept to have the background knowledge and the personal reve-
lation possessed by the saints. Accordingly, this volume, which
hegins with Colossians and continues through the Book of Reve-
lation, analyzes doctrinal truths in the light of latter-day rev-
elation,
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“We are commanded to be humble. (D. & C. 105:23; 112:10;
97, 103; Jas. 4:6, 10.) ‘Always retain in remembrance, the
tness of God, and your own nothingness, and his goodness an
-suffering towards you, unworthy creatures,’ King Benjamin
ht, ‘and humble yourselves even in the depths of humility,
ng on the name of the Lord daily, and standing steadfast
he faith.” (Mosiah 4:11.)

“Humility must accompany repentance to qualify a person
baptism (D. & C. 20:37) ; it is required of all engaged in gospel
ice (D. & C. 12:8); is an essential attribute for all who embar’
he service of God (D. & C. 4:6); precedes the acquiring o
lom from the Spirit (D. & C. 136:32-33); is needed to qualifs
righteous to see God (D. & C. 67:10); and without it no o
gain entrance to the kingdom of God hereafter. (2 Ne. 9:42. )’
ormon Doctrine, 2nd ed., p. 370.)
“Be thou humble; and the Lord thy God shall lead thee b:
hand, and give thee answer to thy prayers.” (D. & C. 112:10.)

8. Your adversary the devil] See Rev. 12:1-17.

10. God ... hath called us unto his eternal glory] See 2 P
19. ’

13. Marcus my son] Probably John Mark, Peter’s friend a
panion, who wrote the gospel account which bears his nam

s
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‘Ohe Second Epistle General of Peter

In his Second Epistle, the Chief Apostle discusses three doc-
trines of transcendent import:

1. Making our calling and election sure;

2. False teachers in the Church, who shall be damned for
their heretical doctrines; and

3. Our Lord’s glorious return, amid the fires of heaven, whose
heat shall melt the mountains and cleanse the vineyard of cor-
ruption.

Peter knew the doctrines of his Lord and had a blunt, rugged,
emphatic way of presenting them that is marvelous to behold.

Nowhere else in ancient writ do we find the door so frankly
opened to a knowledge of the course men must pursue to have
their calling and election made sure; nowhere else in Biblical
leachings is found such a plain, unvarnished recitation of the
burning of the Lord’s vineyard at his return to earth. And as for
false teachers — how better can they be rebuked than to equate
their course with the madness of Balaam, whose dumb ass spoke
out to rebuke his iniquity?

“MAKE YOUR CALLING AND ELECTION SURE”

It PETER 1:1-19.

[ Simon Peter, a servant and
an apostle of Jesus Christ, to
them that have obtained like pre-

3 According as his divine power
hath given unto us all things that
pertain unto life and godliness,
through the knowledge of him that

stous faith with us through the
righteousness of God and our Sav-
iour Jesus Christ:

2 Grace and peace be multi-
phiod unto you through the knowl-
sdpge of God, and of Jesus our
Lo,

hath called us to glory and virtue:

4 Whereby are given unto us
exceeding great and precious
promises: that by these ye might
be partakers of the divine nature,
having escaped the corruption
that is in the world through lust.
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5 And beside this, giving all
diligence, add to your faith virtue;
and to virtue knowledge;

6 And to knowledge temper-
ance; and to temperance patience;
and to patience godliness;

7 And to godliness brotherly
kindness; and to brotherly kind-
ness charity.

8 For if these things be in you,
and abound, they make you that
ye shall neither be barren nor
unfruitful in the knowledge of our
Lord Jesus Christ.

9 But he that lacketh these
things is blind, and cannot see
afar off, and hath forgotten that
he was purged from his old sins.

10 Wherefore the rather, breth-
ren, give diligence to make your
calling and election sure: for if
ye do these things, ye shall never
fall:

11 For so an entrance shall be
ministered unto you abundantly
into the everlasting kingdom of
our Lord and Saviour Jesus
Christ.

12 Wherefore I will not be neg-
ligent to put you always in remem-
brance of these things, though ye
know them, and be established in
the present truth.

13 Yea, I think it meet, as
long as I am in this tabernacle, to
stir you up by putting you in re-
membrance;

14 Knowing that shortly I
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must put off this my tabernacle,
even as our Lord dJesus Christ
hath showed me.

15 Moreover 1 will endeavour
that ye may be able after my de-
cease to have these things always
in remembrance.

16 For we have not followed
cunningly devised fables, when we
made known unto you the power
and coming of our Lord Jesus
Christ, but were eyewitnesses of
his majesty. ‘

17 For he received from God
the Father honour and glory, when
there came such a voice to him
from the excellent glory, This i
my beloved Son, In whom I am
well pleased.

18 And this voice which cam‘
from heaven we heard, when w
were with him in the holy mount

19 We have also a more sut
word of prophecy; whereunto y
do well that ye take heed, as unt
a light that shineth in a dar
place, until the day dawn, and th
day star arise in your hearts:

1.v. II PETER 1:19.

19 We have therefore a mo
sure knowledge of the word
prophecy, to which word of prop
ecy ye do well that ye take hee
as unto a light which shineth
a dark place, until the day-daw
and the day-star arise in yo
hearts;

“MAKE YOUR CALLING AND ELECTION SURE”

Among those who have received the gospel, and who are
.seek.lng'diligently to live its laws and gain eternal life, there is an
11.1stmctlve and determined desire to make their calling and elec-
tfon sure. Because they have tasted the good things of God and
sipped from the fountain of eternal truth, they now seek the divine
presence, where they shall know all things, have all power, all
might, and all dominion, and in fact be like Him who is the g’reat
Prototype of all saved beings — God our Heavenly and Eternal
F.atlcler. (D. & C. 132:20.) This is the end objective, the chief goal
of all .the faithful, and there is nothing greater in all eternity, “for
there is no gift greater than the gift of salvation.” (D. & C. 6,: 13.)

. It is little wonder then that the Prophet Joseph Smith, par-
?mularly during the latter and crowning years of his mortal, min-
istry, repeatedly exhorted the saints to press forward with that
stea.dfastness in Christ which would enable them to make their
c.alhng and election sure. “I am going on in my progress for eternal
llffe,” he said of himself; and then in fervent pleading to all the
saints, he exclaimed: “Oh! I beseech you to go forward, go for-

ward and make : . s .
0. 366.) your calling and your election sure.” (Teachings,

As a prelude to analyzing Peter’s words on this subject — and
they rank in spiritual grandeur and insight with those in the Vision
of the degrees of glory and the sermons of the Lord himself — as
a prelgde to this analysis, let us define and outline what is involved
1(1}1) Sa\ﬁr_llg ;)ne’s c}a;llling and election made sure, taking cautious heed
'he while to anchor each thou
e e o et utterancesfght and concept to the revealed word

B Of necessity we must define some words and phrases in most
pointed terms. Unless we know what they mean, in their scriptural
contexts, we cannot comprehend what the Holy Spirit was teaching
b‘y the mouths of the prophets as he inspired those preachers of
mghtepusness to use them. And since there is so much misunder-
standing ar_ld misinformation where these glorious concepts are
f;tcm(:erned, it will not be amiss to approach the subject in an organ-
;z{zr,i and intelligent manner, building our house of understandin

hx::u::l; upon brick, precept upon precept. The fact is that the dof-’
trinal concepts in this field are fully set forth in the revelations,
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nd all that is needed is to put the whole subject together in one
vell built structure, so that it becomes clear how each separate
vart fits into the one united whole. One brick or one window by
tself does not show forth what the whole house is like; but each
sart fitly framed together with its fellow parts soon becomes a
narvelous mansion which is gratifying to behold.

What is meant by calling? And who are the called of God?

To be called is to be a member of the Church and kingdom of
God on earth; it is to be numbered with the saints; it is to accept
the gospel and receive the everlasting covenant; it is to have part
and lot in the earthly Zion; it is to be born again, to be a son or
a daughter of the Lord Jesus Christ; to ‘have membership in the
household of faith; it is to be on the path leading to eternal life
and to have the hope of eternal glory; it is to have a conditional
promise of eternal life; it is to be an inheritor of all of the blessings
of the gospel, provided there is continued obedience to the laws.
and ordinances thereof. ‘

Within this over-all framework, there are individual calls to
positions of trust and responsibility, but these are simply assign-
ments to labor on the Lord’s errand, in particular places, for a
time and a season. The call itself is to the gospel cause; it is not
reserved for apostles and prophets or for the great and mighty in
Israel; it is for all the members of the kingdom. ‘

The call originates with God, is available because of his grace
and goodness, and is offered to various peoples and nations a
cording to his will and on his divine timetable. From the day ¢
Jacob to the coming of Christ the house of Israel was the call
and chosen people of the Lord. During the day of his mor
ministry our Lord limited the call to the lost sheep of the hou
of Israel. (Matt. 10:5-7.) After his resurrection he command
his ministers to make the call available to all men. (Mark 16: 1
16.) But only those who actually receive the gospel, who malke
the everlasting covenant, who cleave unto the truth and strive
live in harmony with the revealed word, only these are numbe
among those whom the scriptures name as the called of the Lo
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Thus we find hosts of statements in holy writ telling who is
called and what they have and may yet receive as a result thereof.
For instance: On the day of Pentecost itself, as he began the
ministry which would take the gospel from the house of Israel to
the ends of the earth, Peter announced that the repentant, bap-
tized converts “shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. For,”
said he, “the promise is unto you, and to your children, and to
all that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God shall call.”
(Acts 2:37-39.)

Later the chief apostle told members of the Church that they
had been “called . . . out of darkness” into the “marvellous light”
of the gospel (1 Pet. 2:9); that they were “called” to suffer in
the cause of righteousness, that thereby they “should inherit a
blessing” (1 Pet. 2:21; 3:9); that their call came from God, by his
grace, through “Christ Jesus,” and was a call unto “eternal glory.”
(1 Pet. 5:10.) And accordingly Peter exhorted the saints to be holy
“as he which hath called you is holy.” (1 Pet. 1:15.)

Our friend Paul proclaims the same principles. He speaks of
members of the Church as “the called of Jesus Christ,” as those
who are “called to be saints” (Rom. 1:6-7; 1 Cor. 1:2); he says
they are “called . . . into the grace of Christ” (Gal. 1:6); “called
ymto liberty” (Gal. 5:13); “called . . . to peace” (1 Cor. 7:15, 17);
“called” to “the fellowship” of “Jesus Christ” (1 Cor. 1:9);
‘fcalled” to “holiness” (1 Thess. 4:7; Heb. 3:1); “called” to the
Lord’s “kingdom and glory” (1 Thess. 2:12); and that all these
calls come by “grace.” (Gal. 1:15.)

y Like Peter he teaches that the saints are called to “eternal
!110"’ (1 Tim. 6:12), called to “the promise of eternal inheritance”
(Heb. 9:15), but he explains also that the Lord’s calls are the
result of foreordination and grow out of faithfulness in pre-exist-
ence. (2 Tim. 1:8-9.) “God hath from the beginning,” that is, from
hefore the foundations of the world, “chosen you [his saints] to
salvation through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the
truth: Whereunto he called you by our gospel, to the obtaining of
the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.” (2 Thess. 2:13-14.) That is,
the saints were foreordained in the councils of eternity to believe
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he truth, to be sanctified, and to save their souls; and then in this
fe they are called to that gospel whereby these eternal promises
an be fulfilled. “

In another glorious passage, Paul says:
hings work together for good to them that love God, to them who
re the called according to his purpose.” That is, the Lord’s hand
overns and controls in the lives of those whom he, in his infinit;
oreknowledge, hath called to be his people. And then: “For whom
e did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the
mage of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among man
srethren,” which is to say that God in his infinite wisdom fore
rrdained the noble and great spirits in pre-existence to become lik
“hrist, to gain glory, power and might like unto the Son of God
0 that the Son becomes the firstborn, as it were, among man
wxalted sons. And then in glorious conclusion: “Moreover whom
e did predestinate [foreordain], them he also called: and whom
he called, them he also justified: and whom he justified, them h
Iso glorified.” (Rom. 8. 28-30.) Thus “the noble and great ones,
who were chosen before they were born (Abra. 3:22-23), who wer
foreordained to have exaltation, are the ones whom God hat]
called in this life to be glorified through the gospel in due course.

With such a glorious hope before them, surely the saints shoul
be encouraged to gain the promised rewards, and so Paul join
Peter in using the doctrine of calling as an occasion for exhortd
tion. Let all the saints so “work” as to be “worthy of this calling,
he says, in that day when the Lord “shall come to be glorified i
his saints” (2 Thess. 1:10-11), and even of such a great one a
himself he says: “I press toward the mark for the prize of the hig
calling of God in Christ Jesus.” (Philip. 3:14.)

In modern revelation the Lord confirms the doctrine of h
ancient apostles, speaks of our “calling and election in the church
(D. & C. 53:1; 55:1), of the fact we “are called” to his “everlasti
gospel” (D. & C. 101:39), and names the elders of his Chure
as among those “whom he hath called and chosen in these la
days.” (D. & C. 52:1; 41:2.)

Since men are foreordained to gain exaltation, and since f
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man can be exalted without the priesthood, it is almost self-evident
that worthy brethren were foreordained to receive the priesthood.
And so we find Alma teaching that those who hold the Melchize-
dek Priesthood in this life were “called and prepared from the
foundation of the world according to the foreknowledge of God.”
(Alma 13:1-12.) And Joseph Smith said, “Every man who has
a calling to minister to the inhabitants of the world,” and this in-
cludes all who hold the Melchizedek Priesthood, “was ordained
to that very purpose in the Grand Council of heaven before this
world was. I suppose that I was ordained to this very office in
that Grand Council.” (Teachings, p. 365.)
Now what is meant by making a calling sure?

All blessings promised in connection with the callings of God
are conditional; they are offered to men provided they obey the
laws upon which their receipt is predicated. (D. & C. 130:20-21.)
“For all who will have a blessing at my hands,” the Lord says,
“shall abide the law which was appointed for that blessing, and
the conditions thereof, as were instituted from before the founda-
tion of the world.” (D. & C. 132:5.)

1t follows, then, that when the law has been lived to the full,
the promised blessing is guaranteed. “I, the Lord, am bound when
ye do what I say; but when ye do not what I say, ye have no
promise.” (D. & C. 82:10.) Accordingly, when a man lives the
law that qualifies him for eternal life, the Lord is bound by his
own law to confer that greatest of all gifts upon him. And if by a
long course of trial and obedience, while yet in this life, a man
proves to the Lord that he has and will abide in the truth, the
Lord accepts the exhibited devotion and issues his decree that
the promised blessings shall be received. The calling, which up
to that time was provisional, is then made sure. The receipt of
the promised blessings are no longer conditional; they are guaran-
teed. Announcement is made that every gospel blessing shall be
inherited.

What is meant by election? Who are the elect of God? To
what have they been elected? And why?

Election is akin to and synonymous with calling, and in a
general sense the elect comprise the whole house of Israel. (Isa.
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5:4; 65:9.) Jesus and Paul and Peter speak of the elect as the
aints, as the faithful believers, as those who love the Lord and
re seeking righteousness. (Matt. 24:22; Mark 13:20; Luke 18:7;
ol. 3:12; 2 Tim. 2:10; Titus 1:1.) And the Lord in our day has
romised to gather and save his elect. (D. & C. 29:7; 33:6; 35:20.)
qul speaks of the elect along with the called, setting forth tha
hey are foreordained to be like Christ, that their conduct here is
ustified, and that they shall be glorified hereafter. (Rom. 8:28-
0.) Peter specifies that their high status is “according to the
oreknowledge of God the Father” (1 Pet. 1:2), and Isaiah as
ures us that great blessings shall flow to them during the Millen
jial Era. (Isa. 65:22.)

But in the most express and proper usage of terms, “The elec
s God comprise a very select group, an inner circle of faithfu
nembers of the Church. . . . They are the portion of church mem
sers who are striving with all their hearts to keep the fulness o
the gospel law in this life so that they can become inheritors 0
the fulness of gospel rewards in the life to come. ‘

“Ag far as the male sex is concerned, they are the ones, th
Lord says, who have the Melchizedek Priesthood conferred upo
them and who thereafter magnify their callings and are sanctifie
by the Spirit. In this way, “They become the sons of Moses an
of Aaron and the seed of Abraham, and the church and kingdom
and the elect of God.” ” (Mormon Doctrine, 2nd ed., p. 217.) Se
Commentary II, pp. 267-269, 271-278, 283-285.

What is meant by making an election sure?

It is with election as with calling: the chosen of the Lord a
offered all of the blessings of the gospel on condition of obedienc
to the Lord’s laws; and they, having been tried and tested ¢
found worthy in all things, eventually have a seal placed on t
election which guarantees the receipt of the promised blessing

What is meant by having one’s calling and election made sur

To have one’s calling and election made sure is to be seal
up unto eternal life; it is to have the unconditional guarantee
exaltation in the highest heaven of the celestial world; it is
receive the assurance of godhood; it is, in effect, to have the
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of judgment advanced, so that an inheritance of all the glory and
honor of the Father’s kingdom is assured prior to the day when
the faithful actually enter into the divine presence to sit with
Christ in his throne, even as he is “set down” with his “Father
in his throne.” (Rev. 3:21.)

.What is the relationship between baptism and having one’s
calling and election made sure?

Baptism is the beginning of personal righteousness; it opens
the door to celestial exaltation; it puts us on the path leading to
eternal life. As Nephi expressed it, when we enter “the gate” of
“repentance and baptism” and receive “a remission” of our sins
“by fire and by the Holy Ghost,” we are then on the “straight and
narrow path which leads to eternal life.”

Nephi then asks if we have thereby done all that is necessary
to gain that glorious reward, and answers with an emphatic, No!
“Ye .must press forward with a steadfastness in Christ,” he says,
“having a perfect brightness of hope, and a love of God and of all
men. Wherefore, if ye shall press forward, feasting upon the word
of Christ, and endure to the end, behold, thus saith the Father:
Ye shall have eternal life.” (2 Ne. 31:17-21.)

. That is to say, after baptism, after being called out of darkness
into the light of the gospel; after having been numbered with the
elect of God, we must receive the guarantees to which we have
been called, and the assurances that appertain to our election, and
which are given on a conditional basis only in baptism. We must
have our calling and election made sure, and this high achieve-
ment grows out of and is the crowning reward of baptism.

, What s ?he relationship between celestial mariage and hav-
ing one’s calling and election made sure?

In the same sense that baptism opens the door and starts
l"cpe{ntant persons traveling on the path leading to eternal life
%0 also does celestial marriage. This holy order of matrimony alsc;
opens a door leading to celestial exaltation. “In the celestial glory
th(‘:re are three heavens or degrees; And in order to obtain the
{xtgl1(zst, a man must enter into this order of the priesthood [mean-
ing the new and everlasting covenant of marriage]; And if he
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oes not, he cannot obtain it. He may enter into the other, but
1at is the end of his kingdom; he cannot have an increase.” (D.
. C. 131:1-4.)

As everyone who has been married in the temple knows, those
o united — by the power and authority of the holy priesthood
nd by virtue of the sealing power restored by Elijah — are prom-
ed an inheritance of glory, honor, power, and dominion in the
ingdom of God. But, as with baptism, all the promises are con-
itional; they are specifically and pointedly stated as being con-
ingent upon the subsequent faithfulness of the participating
arties. If they keep the commandments after celestial marriage,
heir union continues in the life to come; if they do not conform
o the standards of personal righteousness involved, their marriage
s not of force when they die and they revert to their separate and
ingle status. ~

Unfortunately some are confused on this point because of
nisunderstanding of some of the truths revealed in the revelation
n marriage. Because no person can gain exaltation or eternal life
Jlone; because exaltation includes the continuation of the family
1nit in eternity; because the whole thrust of revealed religion is to
merfect and center everything in the family; and because havin
ome’s calling and election made sure is the receipt of a guarantee ol
oternal life — it was the most natural thing in the world for th
Lord to reveal both the doctrine of eternal marriage and the doc
trine of being sealed up unto eternal life (meaning having one
calling and election made sure) in one and the same revelation.
In effect one grows out of the other. The one is a conditional
promise of eternal life; the other is an unconditional promise.

Thus in Section 132, verse 19 begins by talking of celestial
marriage in these words: “If a man marry a wife by my wor
which is my law, and by the new and everlasting covenant, and
is sealed unto them by the Holy Spirit of promise, by him who
anointed, unto whom I have appointed this power and the k
of this priesthood,” but then proceeds to consider the matter
having their callings and elections made sure by saying: “and 1
shall be said unto them [meaning that in addition to the marria
sealing, it shall be said unto them] — Ye shall come forth in t}
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first resurrection; . . . and shall inherit thrones, kingdoms, princi-
palities, and powers, dominions, all heights and depths —then . . .
they shall pass by the angels, and the gods, which are set there,
to their exaltation and glory in all things, as hath been sealed upon
their heads, which glory shall be a fulness and a continuation of
the seeds forever and ever.”

That is to say, after celestial marriage; after entering into
sacred covenants in the house of the Lord; after receiving the con-
ditional promise of the continuation of the family unit in eternity;
after receiving power to gain kingdoms and thrones — we must
so live as to receive the guarantees to which we have thus been
called, and the assurances that appertain to our election, and which
are given on a conditional basis only in celestial marriage. As with
baptism, so with celestial marriage; after the glorious promise of
eternal life that is part of each of these covenants, we must press
forward in righteousness until our calling and election is made
sure; and this high achievement grows out of and is the crowning
reward of celestial marriage.

Wf%at is the relationship between holding the holy Melchize-
dek Priesthood and having one’s calling and election made sure?

The Melchizedek Priesthood is conferred with an oath and a
covenant —a covenant on man’s part that he will receive the
priesthood and magnify his calling therein, and an oath on God’s
part that man shall, as a consequence, be “made like unto the
Son of God, abiding a priest continally.” (Inspired Version, Heb.
7:3; D. & C. 84:33-44.) See Heb. 7:1-3; 7:18-22. In other words,
those who magnify their callings shall gain eternal life. But one
czmnot keep a covenant before it is made; a calling in the priest-
hood cannot be magnified until it is received. The covenant is
the contract which sets forth the terms and conditions by obedience
to which eternal life may be won; the obedience comes after the
call; and when it is whole and complete, the worthy son has his
calling and election made sure, and he inherits the promised reward.

4 Is having one’s calling and election made sure the same as
being sealed by the Holy Spirit of Promise?

The Holy Ghost is the Holy Spirit; he is the Holy Spirit
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romised the saints at baptism, or in other words the Holy Spirit
f Promise, this exalted name-title signifying that the promised
eceipt of the Holy Spirit, as on the day of Pentecost, is the
Teatest gift man can receive in mortality.

The gift of the Holy Ghost is the right to the constant com
yanionship of that member of the Godhead based on faithfulness;
t is bestowed with a promise that we shall receive revelation an
e sanctified if we are true and faithful and so live as to qualif
or the companionship of that Holy Spirit who will not dwell in
n unclean temple. (1 Cor. 3:16-17; 6:19; Mosiah 2:37; Hela
:24.) The receipt of the promise is conditional! If after we receiv
the promise, we then keep the commandment, we gain the compan
onship of this member of the Godhead, and not otherwise.

One of the functions assigned and delegated to the Holy spiri
s to seal, and the following expressions are identical in though

content:

To be sealed by the Holy Spirit of Promise;
To be justified by the Spirit;

To be approved by the Lord; and

To be ratified by the Holy Ghost.

Accordingly, any act which is sealed by the Holy Spirit
Promise is one which is justified by the Spirit, one which is ap
proved by the Lord, one which is ratified by the Holy Ghost. On
of Paul’s great concerns was that the saints in his day should b
justified by faith, through grace, because of the shedding of th
blood of Christ. (Commentary II, pp. 224-240.) In other word
he sought to perfect the lives of those souls put into his care an
custody so that, as a result of good works, all their acts would hay
divine approval and be sealed by the Holy Spirit of Promise.

As revealed to Joseph Smith, the Lord’s law in this respect i
“All covenants, contracts, bonds, obligations, oaths, vows, perforr
ances, connections, associations, or expectations, that are not mac
and entered into and sealed by the Holy Spirit of promise, of hi
who is anointed, both as well for time and for all eternity, at
that too most holy, by revelation and commandment through tl
medium of mine anointed, whom I have appointed on the ear

334

“MAKE YOUR CALLING AND ELECTION SURE”

to hold this power (and I have appointed unto my servant Joseph
to hold this power in the last days, and there is never but one on
the earth at a time on whom this power and the keys of this priest-
hood are conferred), are of no efficacy, virtue, or force in and
after the resurrection from the dead; for all contracts that are
not made unto this end have an end when men are dead.” (D.
& C. 132:7.)

By way of illustration, this means that baptism, partaking of
the sacrament, administering to the sick, marriage, and every
covenant that man ever makes with the Lord — plus all other
“_contracts, bonds, obligations, oaths, vows, performances, associa-
tions, or expectations” — must be performed in righteousness by
fa\nd for people who are worthy to receive whatever blessing is
mvolved, otherwise whatever is done has no binding and sealing
effect in eternity.

' Since “the Comforter knoweth all things” (D. & C. 42:17)
it follows that it is not possible “to lie to the Holy Ghost” and’
thereby gain an unearned or undeserved blessing, as Ananias and
Sapp.h'ira found out to their sorrow. (Acts 5:1-11.) And so this
provision that all things must be sealed by the Holy Spirit of
Promise, if they are to have “efficacy, virtue, or force in and after
the resurrection from the dead” (D. & C. 132:7), is the Lord’s
s;yste'm- for dealing with absolute impartiality with all men, and
fqr giving all men exactly what they merit, neither adding t:) nor
diminishing from. See Commentary II, pp. 493-495.

W-hen the Holy Spirit of Promise places his ratifying seal upon
a baptism, or a marriage, or any covenant, except that of having
one’s calling and election made sure, the seal is a conditional ap-
[,nf'oval or ratification; it is binding in eternity only in the event
of subsequent obedience to the terms and conditions of whatever
covenant is involved.

But when the ratifying seal of approval is placed upon some-
one whose calling and election is thereby made sure — because
!_hgre are no more conditions to be met by the obedient person —
?hlS act of being sealed up unto eternal life is of such transcendent
unport that of itself it is called being sealed by the Holy Spirit
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' Promise, which means that in this crowning sense, being so
aled is the same as having one’s calling and election made sure.
hus, to be sealed by the Holy Spirit of Promise is to be sealed
p unto eternal life; and to be sealed up unto eternal life is to be
aled by the Holy Spirit of Promise. And of this usage of terms,
usage which is wholly misunderstood unless the whole concept
" the sealing power of the Spirit is understood, the scriptures and
ther prophetic utterances bear repeated witness.

Thus Joseph Smith says that when Peter “exhorts us to make
ur calling and election sure,” it is the same thing as “the sealing
ower spoken of by Paul in other places.” (Teachings, p. 149.) The
lustrative quotation from Paul which the Prophet then quotes
;. “In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of
ruth, the gospel of your salvation: in whom also after that ye
elieved, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise, Which
< the earnest of our inheritance until the redemption of the pur
hased possession, unto the praise of his glory,” that we may be
ealed up unto the day of redemption. (Eph. 1:13-14.) That is
he calling and election of Ephesian Saints had been made surt
yecause they were sealed by the Holy Spirit of Promise.

Those who gain exaltation in the celestial kingdom are
.cribed in the Vision of the degrees of glory in these words: “Th
yre they who received the testimony of Jesus, and believed on hi
name and were baptized after the manner of his burial, bein
buried in the water in his name, and this according to the com
nandment which he has given — That by keeping the command
ments they might be washed and cleansed from all their sins, an
receive the Holy Spirit by the laying on of the hands of him wh
is ordained and sealed unto this power; And who overcome b
faith, and are sealed by the Holy Spirit of promise, which th
Father sheds forth upon all those who are just and true.” (D.
C. 76:51-53.) That is, they first believed the gospel, received #
the conditional promises of eternal life, including the gift of th
Holy Ghost, and then having “overcome by faith,” having k
the commandments, having proved themselves worthy, they finall
had their calling and election made sure.

“This principle” — that of having one’s calling and ele¢
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made sure and of being sealed with that Holy Spirit of Promise
— “ought (in its proper place) to be taught,” the Prophet said
“for God hath not revealed anything to Joseph, but what he Wﬂi
make known unto the Twelve, and even the least saint may know
all things as fast as he is able to bear them, for the day must come
when no man need say to his neighbor, know ye the Lord; for all
§hall .know him (who remain) from the least to the greatest. How
is this to be done? It is to be done by this sealing power, and
the other Comforter spoken of, which will be manifest by revela-
tion.” (Teachings, p. 149.)

The scriptural passage alluded to by the Prophet in this
statement is from Jeremiah and is as follows: “Behold, the days
come, saith the Lord, that I will make a new covenant with the
house of Israel, and with the house of Judah: Not according to
the covenant that I made with their fathers in the day that I took
them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt; which
my covenant they brake, although I was an husband unto them
sa'1th the Lord: But this shall be the covenant that I will maké
with the house of Israel; After those days, saith the Lord, I will
{)gt my law in their inward parts, and write it in their hearts; and
will be their God, and they shall be my people. And they ,shall
t:eagh no more every man his neighbour, and every man his brother
saying, Know the Lord: for they shall all know me, from the leasi;
of t‘he'm' unto the greatest of them, saith the Lord: for I will forgive
their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more.” (Jer. 31:31-
3{1.) Complete realization of the blessings here promised is Millen-
mal,. and the knowledge of God spoken of shall be manifest by the
receipt of the Second Comforter, as the Prophet then proceeds
to state, and as we shall now consider.

_Ig having onée’s calling and election made sure the same as
recewing the Second Comforter?

It is the privilege of those who have their calling and election
l'nude. sure, meaning those who are sealed up unto eternal life
meaning those who are “sealed with that holy Spirit of promise’;
(Iiph. 1:13), to receive the Second Comforter.

“The}fe are two Comforters spoken of,” says the Prophet in
one of his most profound and enlightening discourses. “One of
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1ese is the Holy Ghost, the same as given on the day of Pente-
ost, and that all saints receive after faith, repentance, and bap-
sm. The first Comforter or Holy Ghost has no other effect than
ure intelligence. It is more powerful in expanding the mind, en-
ghtening the understanding, and storing the intellect with present |
nowledge, of a man who is of the literal seed of Abraham, than
ne that is a Gentile, though it may not have half as much visible
ffect upon the body; for as the Holy Ghost falls upon one of the
teral seed of Abraham, it is calm and serene; and his whole soul
nd body are only exercised by the pure spirit of intelligence;
shile the effect of the Holy Ghost upon a Gentile, is to purge ou
he old blood, and make him actually of the seed of Abraham
Chat man that has none of the blood of Abraham (naturally)
nust have a new creation by the Holy Ghost. In such a case, ther
nay be more of a powerful effect upon the body, and visible t
he eye, than upon an Israelite, while the Israelite at first migh
ye far before the Gentile in pure intelligence.

“The other Comforter spoken of is a subject of great interest,
ind perhaps understood by few of this generation. After a per
.on has faith in Christ, repents of his sins, and is baptized for th
emission of his sins and receives the Holy Ghost, (by the layin
n of hands), which is the first Comforter, then let him continu;
o humble himself before God, hungering and thirsting afte
righteousness, and living by every word of God, and the Lord wi
soon say unto him, Son, thou shalt be exalted. When the Lor
has thoroughly proved him, and finds that the man is determine
to serve him at all hazards, then the man will find his calling an
his election made sure, then it will be his privilege to receive th
other Comforter, which the Lord hath promised the saints, as 1
recorded in the testimony of St. John, in the 14th chapter, fror
the 12th to the 27th verses.” (Teachings, p. 149-150.) Th
Prophet then quotes verses 16, 17, 18, 21, and 23, and asks ths
they be noted in particular.

In a revelation to certain selected saints in this dispensatiol
the Lord said that the alms of their prayers were “recorded i
the book of the names of the sanctified, even them of the celesti
world” (D. & C. 88:2), which is to say that they were amoy
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those who had “overcome by faith,” and were “sealed by the Holy
Spirit of promise, which the Father sheds forth upon all those
who are just and true.” (D. & C. 76:53.)

“Wherefore,” the Lord said to them, “I now send upon you
another Comforter, even upon you my friends, that it may abide
in your hearts, even the Holy Spirit of promise; which other Com-
forter is the same that I promised unto my disciples, as is recorded
in the testimony of John. This Comforter is the promise which I
give unto you of eternal life, even the glory of the celestial king-
dom; Which glory is that of the church of the Firstborn, even of
God, the holiest of all, through Jesus Christ his Son.” (D. & C.
88:3-5.)

These saints, like their Ephesian Brethren before them, had
been called and chosen “before the foundation of the world” that
they “should be holy and without blame” before the Lord, through
baptism and obedience (Eph. 1:4-7), which is the sole course by
which men can sanctify their souls (3 Ne. 27:19-20), thereby
qualifying to have their names recorded “in the book of the names
of the sanctified.” (D. & C. 88:2.) They had then earned the right
by faith and devotion to have the seal of divine acceptance placed
on the conditional promises which they had theretofore made. They
now had the sure “promise . . . of eternal life” (D. & C. 88:4),
which eternal life is the name of the kind of life which God our
Heavenly and Eternal Father lives, and they were prepared to
receive the Second Comforter.

As set forth by the Lord Jesus himself to the ancient Twelve,
in one of his most loving and gracious sermons, the doctrine of the
Second Comforter, noting particularly the verses quoted by the
Prophet, is this:

Verse 16: “And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you
another Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever.” That
is, in their case they are going to receive a Comforter in addition
to the Holy Ghost already promised, and this Comforter will abide
with them forever, for they shall have membership in the Church
of the Firstborn in celestial exaltation.

Verse 17: “Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot
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t, neither knoweth him: but ye

eive, because it seeth him no
shall be in you” All .

ow him; for he dwelleth with you, and
2t is said in this verse, if taken out of context, could apply to

> Holy Ghost, whom the world cannot receive, and who figura
ely dwells in the hearts of the righteous, for the title, “Spirit
truth,” applies to this Spirit member of the Godhead. (John
:13.)
But as spoken by Jesus, as recorded by the Beloved John,
d as interpreted by the Prophet Joseph Smith, the verse has
plication to Jesus himself. “I am the Spirit of truth,” is his
tter-day declaration (D. & C. 93:26), which is but another of
e many instances in which the same name-title applies to more
.an one member of the Godhead. Thus the Lord Jesus is telling
s ancient apostles that he will dwell in them in the figurative
nse stated three sentences later in the same sermon: “I am i
e Father, and ye in me, and I in you.” (Verse 20.) ;
Verse 18: “I will not leave you comfortless: I will come to
ouw.” 1 will come! The Lord Jesus Christ himself will do it! He
ill appear to them and be with them! And what an eternal com-
srt it will be, in days and years to come, to see the face of their
Jeloved Lord! And verses 19 and 20 then reaffirm that when t :
corld no longer sees him, yet because he continues to live in
lorious immortality, his beloved disciples shall continue to s
im — “Yet a little while, and the world seeth me no more; but
re see me: because I live, ye shall live also. At that day ye shal
now that T am in my Father, and ye in me, and I in you.”
Verse 21: “He that hath my commandments, and keepe '
them, he it is that loveth me: and he that loveth me shall be love
of my Father, and I will love him, and will manifest myself to hir
Again the Master Teacher affirms that because of love and obe¢
ence he personally will hereafter manifest himself to his discip;
And then, one of the Twelve, hearing the words but not comp
hending the deep spiritual truths they convey, asks Jesus: “La
how is it that thou wilt manifest thyself unto us, and not unto
world?” (Verse 22.)
Verse 23: “Jesus answered and said unto him, If a man 1

me, he will keep my words: and my Father will love him, and w
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will come unto him, and make our abode with him.” i

pos&ble' that the Father and the Son, as resurrected, g%?lilfizgli);f
sons, will come to and make their abode with those who love and
serve God with all their hearts? (D. & C.93:1.) Such seems almost
beyond comprehension, but so gracious and infinite is God’s grace
that st_lch is verily the case, and so we find the Prophet, writing by
’.che spirit of prophecy and revelation: “John 14:23 —'i‘he appear-
ing of the Father and the Son, in that verse is a personal appear-
ance; and the idea that the Father and the Son dwell in a man’s
heart is an old sectarian notion, and is false.” (D. & C. 130:3.)

ﬁaving thus set forth the doctrine that he and his Father will
manifest themselves to those who are sealed up unto eternal life
— and for that matter, why should they not come to such persons
since all who gain eternal life shall dwell in their presence and be’
like them? —having so taught, Jesus says: ‘“These things have
I spoke:n unto you, being yet present with you. But the Comforter
which is the Holy Ghost” — the First Comforter, the initial Comz
forte.r, the one “that all saints receive after faith, repentance, and
baptlsm,” the one that “has no other effect than pure intelligénce”
'(Teachmgs, p. 149) — this Comforter, “whom the Father will send
in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring all things to
ggt;; ;;Iéqjmbrance, whatsoever I have said unto you.” (Verses

After quoting the named verses from the 14th chapter of John
thte Prophet continues his own inspired analysis: “Now what is,
it‘hlS other Comforter?” he asks. “It is no more nor less than the
Lord Jesus Christ himself; and this is the sum and substance of
the Whole matter; that when any man obtains this last Comforter
he Wﬂl'have the personage of Jesus Christ to attend him, or appeax"
unto hx;n from time to time, and even he will manifest ;;he Father
u_n?o him, and they will take up their abode with him, and the
visions Qf the heavens will be opened unto him, and the ,Lord will
teach him ‘face to face, and he may have a perfect knowledge of
the mysteries of the Kingdom of God; and this is the state and
[,{lz,‘l'ce the ancient saints arrived at when they had such glorious
visions — Isaiah, Ezekiel, John upon the Isle of Patmos, St. Paul
in the three heavens, and all the saints who held commu,nior.l with

341




DOCTRINAL NEW TESTAMENT COMMENTARY

he general assembly and Church of the Firstborn.” (Teachings,

p. 150-151.)
Speaking in November, 1831, to those whose calling and
lection would in due course be made sure, and whose “privilege’
. would then be to receive the Second Comforter, the Lord said:
‘Verily I say unto you that it is your privilege, and a promise I
ive unto you that have been ordained unto this ministry, tha
nasmuch as you strip yourselves from jealousies and fears, an
yumble yourselves before me, for ye are not sufficiently humble
he veil shall be rent and you shall see me.” (D. & C. 67:10-14.)

What if those whose calling and election has been made SUur
thereafter commit grievous sins? Suppose they backslide and wal
in the ways of wickedness? Or fight the truth and rebel agains
God — what then?

That all men commit sin, before and after baptism, and fo
that matter, before and after their calling and election is mad:
sure, is self-evident. There has been only one Sinless One — th
Lord Jesus who was God’s own Son.

Thus in the revelation announcing the setting up of th
restored church in this day, the Lord says: “There is a possibilit,
that man may fall from grace and depart from the living Go
Therefore let the church take heed and pray always, lest they f
into temptation; Yea, and even let those who are sanctified tal
heed also.” (D. & C. 20:32-34.)

The prophets and apostles from Adam and Enoch down, at
all men, whether cleansed and sanctified from sin or not, are y
subject to and do in fact commit sin. This is the case even a
men have seen the visions of eternity and been sealed by that H
Spirit of Promise which makes their calling and election sui
Since these chosen ones have the sure promise of eternal life, a
since “no unclean thing can enter into” the Father’s “kingdc
(3 Ne. 27:19), “or dwell in his presence” (Moses 6:57), wha
sins committed after being sealed up into eternal life?

Obviously the laws of repentance still apply, and the m¢
enlightened a person is, the more he seeks the gift of repental
and the harder he strives to free himself from sin as often as i
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falls short of the divine will and becomes subject in any degree to
the Master of Sin who is Lucifer. It follows that the sins of the
godfearing and the righteous are continually remitted because they
repent and seek the Lord anew every day and every hour.

_And as a matter of fact, the added blessing of having one’s
c.alhng and election made sure is itself an encouragement to avoid
sin and a hedge against its further commission. By that long
course of obedience and trial which enabled them to gain so great
a blessing the sanctified saints have charted a course and developed
a pattern of living which avoids sin and encourages righteousness.
Thu§ the Lord said: “I give unto you Hyrum Smith to be a
patriarch unto you, to hold the sealing blessings of my church
even the Holy Spirit of promise, whereby ye are sealed up unto the’
day of redemption, that ye may not fall notwithstanding the hour
of temptation that may come upon you.” (D. & C. 124: 124.)

But suppose such persons become disaffected and the spirit of
repentance leaves them — which is a seldom and almost unheard
of eventuality — still, what then? The answer is—and the
revelations and teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith so recite! —
they must then pay the penalty of their own sins, for the blood of
Christ will not cleanse them. Or if they commit murder or
adultery, they lose their promised inheritance because these sins
are exempt from the sealing promises. Or if they commit the
unpardonable sin, they become sons of perdition.

As we have already seen, making one’s calling and election sure
comes after and grows out of celestial marriage. Eternal life does
not and cannot exist for a man or a woman alone, because in its
very 'nature it consists of the continuation of the family unit in
etern.lty. Thus the revelation on marriage speaks both of celestial
marriage (in which the conditional promises of eternal life are
given) and of making one’s calling and election sure (in which the
unconditional promise of eternal life are given) in one and the
same sentence — which sentence also says that those who commit
sins (except “murder whereby to shed innocent blood”) after
heing sealed up unto eternal life shall still gain exaltation. This is
the language: “Then” — that is, after their calling and election
has been made sure — “shall it be written in the Lamb’s Book of
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ife, that he shall commit no murder whereby to shed innocent
ood, and if ye abide in my covenant, and commit no murder
hereby to shed innocent blood, it shall be done unto them in all
1ings whatsoever my servant hath put upon them, in time, and
wrough all eternity; and shall be of full force when they are out
f the world; and they shall pass by the angels, and the gods,
‘hich are set there, to their exaltation and glory in all things, as
ath been sealed upon their heads, which glory shall be a fulness
nd a continuation of the seeds forever and ever. Then shall they
e gods,” because they have eternal life. (D. & C. 132:19-20.)

Then the revelation speaks of that obedience out of which
ternal life grows, and still speaking both of celestial marriage and
f making one’s calling and election sure says: “Verily, verily, 1
:ay unto you, if a man marry a wife according to my word, and
hey are sealed by the Holy Spirit of promise, according to min
yppointment” — that is, if they are both married and have thei
alling and election made sure — “and he or she shall commit any
sin or transgression of the new and everlasting covenant whatever,
and all manner of blasphemies, and if they commit no murde
wherein they shed innocent blood, yet they shall come forth in th
first resurrection, and enter into their exaltation; but they shall
be destroyed in the flesh, and shall be delivered unto the buffetings
of Satan unto the day of redemption, saith the Lord God.” (D.

C. 132:26.)

This matter of being destroyed in the flesh and delivered ove
to the buffetings of Satan until the day of redemption is th
doctrine of blood atonement, whereunder those here involved ai
not cleansed by the blood of Christ, but must pay the penalty fe
their own sins. This principle can only operate in a day, as th
of Moses, when there is no separation of Church and state an
when the Church has power to take life. Of conditions in our da
and as to how this law applies to us, President Joseph Fieldir
Smith says: “We cannot destroy men in the flesh, because we
not control the lives of men and do not have power to p¢
sentences upon them which involve capital punishment. In t
days when there was a theocracy on the earth, then this decr
was enforced. What the Lord will do in lieu of this, because
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cannot destroy in the flesh, I am unable to say, but it will have to

5’(7% )made up in some other way.” (Doctrines of Salvation, vol. 2, p.

. As to t‘he shedding of innocent blood, within the meaning of
this revelajmon, the Lord says: “The blasphemy against the Holy
Ghost, yvh}ch shall not be forgiven in the world nor out of the
world, is in that ye commit murder wherein ye shed innocent
blood, and assent unto my death, after ye have received my new
and e\ferlasting covenant, saith the Lord God; and he that abideth
nqt this law can in nowise enter into my glory, but shall be damned
saith the L9rd.” (D. & C. 132:27.) That is, the innocent blood is,
that of ChE(‘ISt; and those who commit blasphemy against the Holy
‘(:‘Thos’g, which is the unpardonable sin (Matt., 12:31-32) therebs

crucify to t}l:emselves the Son of God afresh, and put h’im to ai’l

%%irlldsﬁzl\ze.cm(cgfbd GC }?) They are, in other words, people who
o . .

oo ave cieitied O Iésoté.havmg the while a perfect knowledge

F'ollowmg' the pattern set by the Lord of speaking both of
celestial marriage and of being sealed up unto eternal life in the
same'c?)ntext, Joseph Smith said: “Putting my hand on the knee
of William Clayton, I said: Your life is hid with Christ in God, and
S0 are many others. Nothing but the unpardonable sin can prévent
you from. inheriting eternal life for you are sealed up by the power
(Ef the priesthood unto eternal life, having taken the step necessary
]f)r .that purpose. Except a man and his wife enter into an ever-
d'stlng_ covenant and be married for eternity, while in this
]?tobatlc.)n, by the power and authority of the Holy Priesthood
they will cease to increase when they die; that is, they will noé
have. any children after the resurrection. But f?hose who are
;T.x}arrled by t}.le power and authority of the priesthood in this
(i e, and .contmt.le without committing the sin against the Holy
Tghost, will continue to increase and have children in the celestial
;’\:l’o’ry. The unpardonable sin is to shed innocent blood, or be
:}’{.t(:ek?sory thereto. Al.l ‘other sins will be visited with judgr’nent n
the flesh, and the spirit being delivered to the buffetings of Satan

until the d f » -
o1392) ay of the Lord Jesus.” (History of Church, vol. 5, pp.
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Perhaps this matter of being “visited with judgment in the
esh” — whatever it may be in an individual case —is the Lord’s
ray of handling things when it is not possible for a person to be

1s0 — and having in mind that the sealing power was given by
ilijah to Peter, James, and John on the Mount of Transfiguration
‘Teachings, p. 158), and again to Joseph Smith and Oliver .
“owdery in the Kirtland Temple (D. & C. 110:13-16) — we shoul
ote these words of the Prophet: “This spirit of Elijah was mani
ost in the days of the Apostles, in delivering certain ones to th
suffetings of Satan, that they might be saved in the day of the
Lord Jesus. They were sealed by the spirit of Elijah unto the
Jamnation of hell until the day of Lord, or revelation of Jesus
Christ.” (Teachings, p. 338.)

As to the fact that the sealing power cannot seal a man up
so as to keep him from being a son of perdition, if that is the
course he chooses to follow, the Prophet says: “The doctrine that
the Presbyterians and Methodists have quarreled so much about

I will say a word about. They are both wrong.
a road between them both, for while the Presbyterian says: ¢
in grace, you cannot fally the Methodist says: ‘You can ha
grace today, fall from it tomorrow, next day have grace again; an
so follow on, changing continually.’ But the doctrine of the scrip-
tures and the spirit of Elijah would show them both false, and take
a road between them both; for, according to the scripture, if men
have received the good word of God, and tasted of the powers of
the world to come, if they shall fall away, it is impossible to renew
them again, seeing they have crucified the Son of God afresh, and
put him to an open shame; so there is a possibility of falling away
you could not be renewed again, and the power of Elijah cann
seal against this sin, for this is a reserve made in the seals an
power of the priesthood.” (Teachings, pp. 338-339.) Thus, ever
though a man’s calling and election has been made sure, if h
then commits blasphemy against the Holy Ghost, he becomes
son of perdition, because when he was sealed up unto eternal 1
it was with a reservation. The sealing was not to apply in the cas
of the unpardonable sin.
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As to the fact that the sealing power cannot seal a man up
pnto eternal life if he thereafter commits murder and thereby sheds
mnocent blood (not in this case the blood of Christ, but the blood
2f any person slain unlawfully and with malice) the Prophet says:

A murde.rer, for instance, one that sheds innocent blood, cannot
have' forgiveness. David sought repentance at the hand’ of God
carefully with tears, for the murder of Uriah; but he could only get

ﬂ: 1tlhrough hell; he got a promise that his soul should not be left in
ell.

“Although David was a king, he never did obtain the spirit
anfi power of Elijah and the fullness of the priesthood; and the
prlesthood that he received, and the throne and kingdom, of David
is to be taken from him and given to another by the name of David
in the last days, raised up out of his lineage.” (Teachings, p. 339.)
Thus,' even though a man’s calling and election has be’en made
sure, if he then commits murder, all of the promises are of no effect
and he goes to a telestial kingdom (Rev. 21:8; D. & C. 76: 103)’
because'when he was sealed up unto eternal life, it was with a;
reservation. The sealing was not to apply in the case of murder.

And as to the fact that the sealing power cannot seal a man up
unto eternal life if he thereafter commits adultery, the Prophet
Kays: “If a man commit adultery, he cannot receive the celestial
kingdom of God. Even if he is saved in any kingdom, it cannot be
f{le celestial kingdom.” (History of the Church, v;)l. 6, p. 81.)
I'hus, even though a man’s calling and election has beer,x sure, if
he then commits adultery, all of the promises are of no effect a’nd
he goes to a telestial kingdom, because when he was sealed up ,unto
<.>temal life, it was with a reservation. The sealing was not to apply
in the case of subsequent adultery. In other cases, through
:’epenta;ce,. the;fe 1s forgiveness for this sin which is se,cond only
o murder in the category of personal sins, :9-11;
0:D. & C., 42:24.96) sine. (1 Cor. G:0-113 3 e

Who has had their calling and election made sure and how
can they be identified?

A In th.e proﬁdences of the Lord, there is no question that many
of the saints of all ages and dispensations have attained this high
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\tus, a fact which can be known in individual cases by applying“
e principles above set forth to the individual situation.

In this present discussion we have named Isaiah, Ezekiel, John.
e Revelator, Paul, William Clayton and “many others” of the
cophet’s day, the Ephesian Saints, and “all the saints who held
mmunion with the general assembly and Church of the First-.
yrn.” (Teachings, p. 151.)

For our day, the Prophet Joseph Smith is the classical examp
' one who was sealed up unto eternal life. Of him the revelation
ates: “I am the Lord thy God, and will be with thee even unto
Je end of the world, and through all eternity; for verily I seal upon
ou your exaltation, and prepare a throne for you in the kingdom
f my Father, with Abraham your father.” (D. & C. 132:49.)

Obviously if it applies to Isaiah and Ezekiel, it applies also to
eremiah, Samuel, Moses, Joshua and all of the prophets; if it
pplies to Joseph Smith and William Clayton and “many others”
n the Prophet’s day, certainly a great many of the later worthie:
f this dispensation are also included; and if a sizeable number ol
he Ephesian Saints were so classifed, then surely the same appl

o like groups of the saints in Rome, Corinth, Galatia, Philippi

“olosse, Thessalonica, and in all the places where the Meridiar
d John are part of the group

Jaints were congregated. If Paul an
0 also are Peter, James, Titus, Jude, Matthew, the other apostl

and many of the preachers of righteousness of that ancient day.

And can there be any question that the same was true amon
the Nephites? And Jaredites? That it included all of the City ¢
7Zion and those who were thereafter caught up to heaven to d
with Enoch and his translated brethren? And if this gloriot
principle has always operated in days past, is it beyond reason t
it is still sealing blessings upon the heads of the Latter-day Saints
Verily, such is the case now-—a situation which we anticipa
shall be increasingly so as the Millennium approaches, durir
which period the sealing power and all its attendant blessings W

abound on every side.
As with all the blessings of the gospel, the glorious reall
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of having one’s ce}lling and election made sure is within the power
of the faithful saints to obtain, including both men and women.

How many of the saints have or shall make their calling and
election sure?

There is no more an answer to this question than there was
to thg query put to Jesus: “Lord, are there few that be saved?”
to which he answered: “Strive to enter in at the strait gate: f(.)r
many, I say unto you, will seek to enter in, and shall not be able”
(Liuke 1.3: 23-24), by which he meant to teach that though the total
saved Wl!l t?e many they are few as compared to the masses of men.
And so it is among the saints with reference to being sealed up
unto eternal life: though many shall so obtain, they will be few
compared to the total population of the Church.

) It is in this sense that Jesus used the enigmatic expression
Many are called, but few are chosen.” (Matt. 22:14.) Called tc;
W}-lat? Chosen for what? Called into the Church, called to the holy
prles'thood, called to receive all of the blessings of the gospel, in-
cludlgg the crowning blessing of eternal life. Chosen to inherit, the
blessings offered through the gospel and the priesthood; chosen
i(())r ;tem:ll life and exaltation. Called to the Church, bui: chosen
electtieo sengeusr; r\:lto eternal life and to have one’s calling and

f “HOW many will be able to abide a celestial law, and go through
imd receive their exaltation,” the Prophet said, “I am unable to
say, as many are called, but few are chosen.” (Teachings, p. 331.)

And from the Lord himself we have these words: “There are
many .who have been ordained among you, whom I have called but
few of .the:m are chosen. They who are not chosen have sinned a
very grievious sin, in that they are walking in darkness at noon-day.
. If you keep not my commandments, the love of the Father
sh’all not continue with you, therefore you shall walk in darkness.”
(I) & C. 95:5-6, 12.) Also: “There has been a day of calling, but
::m time has come for.a day of choosing; and let those be chosen
, 1.:;1t are worthy. And it shall be manifest unto my servant, by the
voice of‘ the Spirit, those that are chosen; and they s,hz{Il be
sanctified.” (D. & C. 105:35-36.)
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And, finally, as to reason why so few of the saints shall be
sed, we have this great and inspired utterance of the Prophet:
ehold, there are many called, but few are chosen. And why are .
ey not chosen? Because their hearts are set so much upon the_i
ings of this world, and aspire to the honors of men, t.hat they do
t learn this one lesson — That the rights of the priesthood are
separably connected with the powers of heaven, and that theﬁ:‘
wers of heaven cannot be controlled nor handled only upon the:l
inciples of righteousness. That they may be conferred upon us,
is true; but when we undertake to cover our sins, or to gratl.fy our
ide, our vain ambition, or to exercise control or dominion or.
mpulsion upon the souls of the children of men, in any degreg
' unrighteousness, behold, the heavens wit.hdrz?w themselves; the‘f_
pirit of the Lord is grieved; and when it is withdrawn, Amen to
1e priesthood or the authority of that man. Beholc'l, ere he
vare. he is left unto himself, to kick against the pricks, to per-
3cute, the saints, and to fight against God. We have learned by
1d experience that it is the nature and disposition of almost all
1en, as soon as they get a little authority, as they suppose, they
ill immediately begin to exercise unrighteous dominion. Hence
hany are called, but few are chosen.” (D. & C. 121:34-40.)

And now to return to Peter’s pleading that the saints make
heir calling and election sure.

he Prophet said, “which no man can dig out, unless by the hgi’i
¢ revelation, and which unlock the whole chapter, as the thing:
hat are written are only hints of things which existed in the
yrophet’s mind, which are not written concerning eternal glory
ym going to take up this subject by virtue of the knowlgdge )
3od in me, which I have received from heaven.” (Teachings,
304.) And it is these teachings of Joseph Smith which we hs
sssayed to put forth in the foregoing discussion.

These are the three secrets: “1st key: Knowledge is the po
of salvation. 2nd key: Make your calling and election sure:
key: It is one thing to be on the mount and hear the excellent vo ‘
etc., and another to hear the voice declare to you, You have a pai
and lot in that kingdom.” (Teachings p. 306.)

i m
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1. Like precious faith with us] Peter is writing to those who
believe as he and the other apostles believe. The doctrines he is
about to present are beyond the comprehension of uninspired men;
they can only be understood by the power of that Spirit which the
saints receive at baptism.

2-10. The Prophet taught: “It is not wisdom that we should
have all knowledge at once presented before us; but that we should
have a little at a time; then we can comprehend it . ... Add to your
faith knowledge, etc. The principle of knowledge is the principle
of salvation. This principle can be comprehended by the faithful
and diligent; and every one that does not obtain knowledge suffi-
cient to be saved will be condemned. The principle of salvation is
given us through the knowledge of Jesus Christ.” (Teachings, p.
297.)

Also: “Contend earnestly for the like precious faith with the
Apostle Peter, ‘and add to your faith virtue,” knowledge, temper-
ance, patience, godliness, brotherly kindness, charity; ‘for if these
things be in you, and abound, they make you that ye shall neither
be barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.’
Another point, after having all these qualifications, he lays this
injunction upon the people ‘to make your calling and election sure.’
He is emphatic upon this subject — after adding all this virtue,
knowledge, etc., ‘Make your calling and election sure.” What is
the secret— the starting point? ‘According as his divine power
hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness.’
How did he obtain all things? Through the knowledge of him who
hath called him. There could not anything be given, pertaining
to life and godliness, without knowledge. Woe! woe! woe to Christ-
endom! — especially the divines and priests if this be true.

“Salvation is for a man to be saved from all his enemies; for
until a man can triumph over death, he is not saved. A knowledge
of the priesthood alone will do this.” (Teachings, p. 305.)

3. All things that pertain unto life and godliness] The true
saints have every doctrine, law, key, and power needed to gain
cternal life and become like God.

Called us to glory and virtue] Called us to that eternal life
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‘hich none but the clean can inherit, for “no unclean thing can
nter into his kingdom.” (3 Ne. 27:19.) ‘

4. Exceeding great and precious promises] Promises of
ternal life, which is “the greatest of all the gifts of God.” (D. & C.
4:7.) ‘

Partakers of the divine nature] Become as God is, enjoying to
he full every characteristic, perfection, and attribute which he
Jossesses and which dwell in him independently. ‘

5-19. Joseph Smith said: “Now, there is some grand secrel
ere, and keys to unlock the subject. Notwithstanding the
ypostle exhorts them to add to their faith, virtue, knowled
'emperance, etc., yet he exhorts them to make their calling an
Jlection sure. And though they had heard an audible voice fror
heaven bearing testimony that Jesus was the Son of God; yet h
says we have a more sure word of prophecy, whereunto ye do wel
that ye take heed as unto a light shining in a dark place. Now
wherein could they have a more sure word of prophecy than t
hear the voice of God saying, This is my beloved Son.

the voice of God and know that Jesus was the Son of God, thi
would be no evidence that their election and calling was made sur
that they had part with Christ, and were joint-heirs with hin
They then would want that more sure word of prophecy, that the
were sealed in the heavens and had the promise of eternal life i
the kingdom of God. Then, having this promise sealed unto thern
it was an anchor to the soul, sure and steadfast. Though
thunders might roll and lightnings flash, and earthquakes bello
and war gather thick around, yet this hope and knowledge wou
support the soul in every hour of trial, trouble and tribulation. The
knowledge through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ is the grar
key that unlocks the glories and mysteries of the kingdom
heaven.

“Compare this principle once with Christendom at the pre
day, and where are they, with all their boasted religion, piety
sacredness while at the same time they are crying out agair
prophets, apostles, angels, revelations, prophesying and visio
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e‘qc. Why, they are just ripening for the damnation of hell. They
will be damned, for they reject the most glorious principle of the
Gospel of Jesus Christ and treat with disdain and trample under
foot the key that unlocks the heavens and puts in our possession
th_e glories of the celestial world. Yes, I say, such will be damned
with all their professed godliness. Then I would exhort you to g<;
on apd continue to call upon God until you make your calling and
election sure for yourselves, by obtaining this more sure word of
prophecy, and wait patiently for the promise until you obtain it.”
(Teachings, pp. 298-299.)

5-7. The attributes of godliness here listed are the ones
which qualify the Lord’s ministers for effective service on his
errand, and all his saints for eternal life in his kingdom. Salvation
must be won, and to go where God is, we must be like him; and to
be like him we must possess the character, perfections, and attri-
butes which he possesses. “And faith, hope, charity and love, with
an eye single to the glory of God, qualify him for the work.
Remember faith, virtue, knowledge, temperance, patience, brotherly
kindness, godliness, charity, humility, diligence.” (D. & C. 4:5-6.)

| 5. Faith] See Commentary I, pp. 523-525; Mormon Doctrine,
2nd ed., pp. 261-267.

’ Virtue] Mora'l excellence and rectitude in every field, includ-
ing personal chastity. To his saints the Lord decrees: “Ye must

g)éagtiie virtue and holiness before me continually.” (D. & C.
16:33.

Knowledge] An understanding of and familiarity with gospel
Fruth ; a clear perception of eternal truth; enlightenment and learn-
ing about God and his laws. Thus, “A man is saved no faster than
hg g.ets knowledge” (Teachings, p. 217), of God and his laws; and
f‘[t is impossible for a man to be saved in ignorance” (D. & C.
131:6), of Jesus Christ and the saving principles of the gospel.
Accordingly, “the word of knowledge” (1 Cor. 12:8) is one of the
gifts of the Spirit.

6. Temperance] See Commentary 11, pp. 482-484.

Patience] See Jas. 5:7-11.
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Godliness] See 2 Tim. 2:14-26.

7. Brotherly kindness] “In their pursuit of godly graces the
ints are exhorted, ‘And be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted,
yrgiving one another, even as God for Christ’s sake hath forgiven
ou’ (Eph. 4:32; D. & C. 4:6; 121:42.) Kindness embraces an
\terest in another’s welfare and a disposition to be helpful. The
ind are tender, gracious, benevolent, well-disposed, and exhibit
ympathy and humaneness toward their follow men.” (Mormon
Joctrine, 2nd ed., pp. 413-414.) ‘

Charity] See Commentary II, pp. 377-380.
8. None can comprehend the knowledge of God, of Christ
nd of the gospel unless he himself possesses the attribbutes o
odliness, for the knowledge of spiritual things comes only by
evelation, and until a person gains godly attributes he canno
eceive the Spirit from whom revelation comes. :
9. Purged from his old sins] By baptism and the receipt o
he gift of the Holy Ghost.
10. Those who keep the commandments shall be saved; the
-annot fall; and every saint who walks continually in paths o
ruth and righteousness shall have his calling and election mad
ure.

11. Those saints who keep the commandments shall gain ai
nheritance in the highest heaven in the celestial kingdom.

13. I am in this tabernacle] 14. Shortly I must put off thi
tabernacle] Peter is a spirit child of an Eternal Father; the living
intelligent, sentient part of his personality is his spirit; an
shortly he shall be slain for the word of truth and the testimor
of Jesus. (John 21:18-19.)

16-19. Peter here recounts his experience with James an
John on the Mount of Transfiguration when those chosen th
were eyewitnesses of our Lord’s transfiguration and when t
heard the voice of the Father, and then says there is someth
even greater than this. “And what could be more sure? When F
was transfigured on the mount, what could be more sure to them'
the Prophet asks. (Teachings, p. 303.) The answer is to gain t
personal revelation that one is sealed up unto eternal life.
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19. “The more sure word of prophecy means a man’s knowing
thgt. he is sealed up unto eternal life, by revelation and the
spirit of prophecy, through the power of the Holy Priesthood.” (D.
& C. 131:5.) “The anointing and sealing is to be called, elected
and made sure.” (Teachings, p. 323.) “Let us suppose a case,” the
Prophet says. “Suppose the great God who dwells in heaven should
reveal himself to Father Cutler here, by the opening heavens, and
te-ll him, I offer up a decree that whatsoever you seal on earth
with your decree, I will seal it in heaven; you have the power then;
can it be taken off? No. Then what you seal on earth, by the keys
of Elijah, is sealed in heaven; and this is the power of Elijah, and
this is the difference between the spirit and power of Elias and
Elij.'ah; for while the spirit of Elias is a forerunner, the power of
Elijah is sufficient to make our calling and election sure; and the
same doctrine, where we are exhorted to go on to perfection, not
laying again the foundation of repentance from dead works, and
of laying on of hands, resurrection of the dead, etc. . . . Here is the
doctrine of election that the world has quarreled so much about;
but they do not know anything about it.” (Teachings, p. 338.)

Until the day dawn, and the day star arise in your hearts]
Until the Second Coming of the Lord; until the Millennial day
dawns; until the day when “the root and the offspring of David”
who is “the bright and morning star” (Rev. 22:16) shall reign per-
sonally on earth and be the companion, confidant, and friend of
those whose calling and election is sure and who are thus called
forth as “kings and priests” to live and “reign on earth” (Rev. 5:10)
with him a thousand years.

PROPHECY COMES BY POWER OF HOLY GHOST

II PETER 1:20-21.

20 Knowing this first, that no
prophecy of the scripture is of any
private interpretation.

but holy men of God spake as they
were moved by the Holy Ghost.

LV. II PETER 1:20.

20 Knowing this first, that no
prophecy of the scriptures is given
of any private will of man.

‘ 21 For the prophecy came not
in old time by the will of man:
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