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'SALT LAKE CITY, SATURDAY, JANUARY 12, 1895.

JOSEPH, THE PROPHET.

His Life and Mission as Viewed by

Intimate

Acquaintances.

Memorial Services in honor of the‘Prophet Joseph Smith, held in the Sixtesnth Ward,

Salt Lake City, Sunday evening, Deeember 23, 18g4.

Reported specially for Church and Farm by F. E. Barker.

Services commemarative of the birth
and memory of the Prophet Josaeph
Smith having become a yearly oceur-
rence with  Bishop Frederick Kesler
and the Sixteenth ward, over which he
presides, and the eighty-ninth anni-
vesary of his ‘birth falling on the Sab-
bath, more than usual pains were
laken to sclemnize this birthday of the
Prophet. b

In the morning appropriate exercises
were held in the sunday schoaol.

At 6 o'clock In the evening, instead
of the regular services, a large audi-
ence, Including many invited guests
from wther parts of the city, assem-
bled In the large new Assembly Ilall
of the ward, which wad tastily deco-
rated for the woececasion, and partici-
pated in a special service held In hunor
of the birth of the great and revered
Prophet of the last days, Joseph Smith,
SuSpended upon the wall over and

surrounding the stand were large|

paintings, representing the Prophet
in various scenes from the time the
recelved his first vision, in 1820, ui) to
the time of his martyrdom, in 1844,
The services were conducted under
the direction ©f Presldent Joseph F.
Smith, There were present: Of the
Apostles, John Henry Smith and
Heber J.' Grant; Patriarch of the
Church, John 8mith; of the Presidency

of the Stake, Angus M. Cannon,
Jozeph E. Taylor and Chas. W. Pen-
rose, ‘hesides many prominent membirs
ol the Church, some of whom having
bheen  personally  acqguainted with the
Prophet,

The ward choir sang as the opening
hymn:
Praise to the man who cominuned with

Jehovah,

Honoresdt and blest he his ever great
TLATIIe,

Prayer wwas offered by Patriarch
Juzeph . Kingshury.

Choir sang the hymn ecommencing,
“A poor wayfaring tan  of grief,”
wihich, as explained to the audience,
was sung by the Prophet with Presi-
dent John Taylor and others in  the
Carthage jall the afternoon of his
martyrdom.

Bishop F. Kexier.

explained the cusiom, first originated
with Slster Elizabeth. Rolndy vears
ago, of holding a birthday party in
honor of the Prophet in the Sixteenth
ward. For nearly twenty years they
had followed this custom, and for this
occasion he had taken the liberty to
invite President Joseph F. Smith and
many prominent veterans in -the
Church from different parts of  the

city, and was pleased to seeé so many

personal acquaintancces of the 1M ophet
present.

Bighop Kesler said he had made the
acquaintance of the Proq:"hec Joseph
about the time of the founding of
Nauvoo, formerly called Commerce,
and still previously named Venus. He
lived about twenty miles from the city
of Nauvno at that tlme, in Iowa, hut
was in the habhlt of going over Lo
Nauveo to attend conferences, and he
learned to know, and to love and re-
vere fthe Prophet Josepn, e bhad
heard |Juseph Smith say many things
as a prophet of God, and he had lived
to se2e many of his predictions ful-
filled. He had all contidence in his
predictions and doctrines, and in his
integrity, and the dlvinity of his call-
ing and migslon, He remembered also
ceoing him as a military c¢ommander,
and considered he was the finest look-
ing officer he ever beheld in aniform,
anl particularly as he appeared
mountsd on his large horse,

The next to spealk was

President Joseph F. Smith,

whao spoke as follows:

[ do not rise to occupy much time,

but to tnake a few preliminary re-

‘marks at the opening of this meeting,

in addition te what our Bishop has
already said. We do a great deal of
celebrating in one way and another.
We celebrate the birthdays of: our
favarite generals and great men of the
agr, and we have gspecial holidays
when we suspend our labors and cares
of life and engage In such pleasging
pastimes -as will* best suit uvs, We
sometimes, too, celebrate occuslons on
which some great events have taken
place, and- so on. I should llke to see
introduced among  ‘the Latter-day
Baints, even at the risk of introducing
another general holiday, the practice
of celebrating or commemorating the
birthday of the Prophet Joseph Smith.
It 1a mow over fifty yvears since he was
martyred; and during those fifty
years, we have mnever had to my
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knowledge more than a small private
gathering, ocecasionally, in honor of
the birthday of the man who was
chosen of God and designated hy His
volice to e the mouthpiece of God
Almighty to the inhabitants of . the
earth in the dispensation of the full-
ness of times. The only exception I re-
call was when, on the 234 of December,
1892, a general fast was proclaimed and
observed among the Latter-day Saints,
preparatory +to the filnal completion
and dedication of the SBalt Iake
Temple in April following. We cele-
brate what i3 supposed to be the birth-
day of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ, but we get a long way off from
His birthday; so that now, instead of
celebrating the real birthday of our
Lord, which was on the 6th of April,
‘we celebrate the 25th of December in
each wyear. And it is a proper thing
that we should hallow His bhirthday,
above all others. And in my judgment
—and of course I may ‘be a little

biased in regard to this matter—in my.

judgment the next birthday celebra-
tion to that of our IL.ord and Savior
Jesus Christ g¢hould be that of Joseph
Bmith, to this entire people of the
Latter-day Salints,

I felt a few days since, when Blshop
Kesler mentioned the matter to me,
that it would be an appropriate thing
for him 'to set apart this evening in
the ward for the purpose of commem-
crating, in some simple and uncere-
monfous way, the aniversary of the
birth of the Prophet Joseph; and that,
fnasmuch as the people who knew
him personally are becoming exceed-
ingly few, that it would 'be a proper
thing to invite as many of them as
could conveniently come to be present
this evening, and they will be called
upon 'to show themselves here to the
congregation, that is, all who ‘have
seen the Prophet in his lifet'me, and
ell who have been associated in-
timately or otherwise with shim previ-
ous to his martyrdom. Many have
seen the Prophet in vislon since his
mlartyrdom, and many more will yet
see ‘him in wvisfon. But we expect only
those who are here tonlght who have
seen him in his lifetime, and were
more | or less fintimately acquainted
with him to make themselves visible
to 'the congregation that they may be
seen. And then such remarks as some
of these ghall be disposed to make to
the congregation we shall be pleased
to listen to, stating their feelings in
reference to the particular time of see-
ing him and becoming acquainted with
him, and their convietions with re-
gard to 'his divine mission. They can
state it to the congregation as briefly
as possible in order to give opportuni-
ty to as many as may be, that the
children and the young men and the
young women who are here, and those
who have embraced the Gospel in
foreign lands since the martyrdom of
the Prophet may have thz privilege
of looking upon the faces of as many
as possible of those that were Inti-
mately acquainted with the Prophet
fn his lfetime.

Now, some of us remember one
thing, and some remember ®another
thing, with relation to the Prophet. I
remember several instances, gcneral
incidents, myself, which migh: b® con-
sidered Inapjpropriate to mention here
tonight. For it i1s sometimes the ludi-
crous things and drastic things which:
occur that impress themselves with
greater vigor upon the mind; and we
remember them more distinctly than
we do other things of far greater im-
portance and which are far more
worthy to be recollected. No mafter

.mind,

‘with some

what we may recollect of the Prophet
or what may be said tc us here to-
night with regard to our memeory of
him, the one thing that I wish to call
your attention to first and foremost
of all other things is thls, that what-
ever else the Prophet Joseph Smith
may have done or may have been, we
must not forget the fact that he was
the man out of the millions of fAuman
beings that Inhabited this earth at the
time—the only man, that was called
of God, by the voice of God Himself,
to open up the dispensation of the
Gospel to the world for the last time,;
and this is the great thing to bear in
that he ‘was called of God to
introduce the Gospel to the world, to
restore the holy priesthood to the
children of men, to organize the
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints in the world, and to restore all
the ordinances of the Gaspel, for the
salvation not only of ‘the living, but
also of the dead, and he was called to
this mission by God Himself. Now, if
gomehody tells us about Joseph being
fond of wrestling, fond of running a
foot race, fond of having a good scuffle
lusty nelghbor or friend;
or if you hear somebody tell about the
good, that js, the overflowing of the
human nature that was In him, it need
not detract one lota from the great
and glorlous prineciples which were re-
vealed through him to the world.

I will tell you a little circumstance
that I saw rmyself and you would
think it wvery inappropriate of a

Prophet, but there were reasons for it
that perhraps it would be difficult for
me to explain here. I was one. day
laying marbles In front of the

ansion with my cousin-— Alexander
8mith., We were amusing ourselves
on the sidewalk. The fence ran along
within six or eight feet of the door of
the Mansion, and we ‘were playing at
the gate just outside the stone steps,
when all of a sudden the door flew
open and I looked, and there came a
great, big man right off the end of
Joseph Smith's foot, and he lit on the
sidewalk just by the gate. I saw that
myself. Well, I wondered what in the
world was the matter, Since I grew
to be a man, I learned that thls man
was there insulting the Prophet, and
abusing him in his own house, until
the Prophet thought the had stood
enough abuse from him, sd¢ he opened
his door and-invited him out; that he
dld not go as qulckly as the Prophet
wanted him to go, and he gave him
the assistance of his boot, and helped
him out. Well, now, some biased man
would say: “Why, a prophet of God
do such a thing as that!" Some would
be shocked beyond measure to think
that the man who beheld the face of
God and the face of His son Jesus
Christ—who had.-seen thé glory that
was ranifested in the Temple at
Kirtland, when Moses, and Ellas, and
Elija'h, and others of the Prophets vis-
ited him, and Christ Himself also
again—and their countenances shone
as the glory of God, almost beyond
the brightness of the gun—that a man
who  had beheld ‘these wonderful
things, and who 'had 'been intrusted
with the great mission of restoring
the great revelation of salvation to
the earth for the last time, should be
seen 'to kick a man out wf his house
that -was wehbusing 'him., But he was
tried beyond endurance many a time
by false brethren, by false accusers,
by malicious persons, by wicked men,
by mobs and murderers, and evil crea-
tures that sought his life from the day
th'at he recelved his first message from
God until the day they succeeded in
taking his precious life from the
earth. There was never a moment of
his life that he was free from such

things as these, being hounded, and
abused, and insulted by wicked men;
and he had been less a man if he had
not kicked Josiah DButterfield out of
his house on that day.

I saw him on another occasion stand-
ing in a wagon in ‘the grove pear. the
temple site n Nauvoo. Perhaps there
are some here that remember the cir-
cumstance. The wind was blowing un-
favorably for the speaker to be heard
by the congregation from the stand. A
wagon was drawn round ‘to the wini-
ward side, and he appeared and took
‘his position in the wagen Dox, and
from there¢ he addressed the peopls, 1
remember this circumstance well. I
also remember seeing him riding upon
his horse Charlesy, which this pizture
‘belfore us suspended upon the wall here
is suppozed {0 reprezent. He wa3
dressed in his uniform, as he appears
there. The last time I saw him was
‘when he crossed the river, he and my
father, from lowa back to Nauvoo,
after they ' 'had started for the Rocky
Mountains; for let me tell you that the
Prophet Joseph contemplated journey-
ing to these mountains for the purpose
of looking out a gathering plac> for
the people of Ged. Balng constantly
persecuted by his enemiles, he laid his
plans to =lip out of their grasp wand
way, and come out to ‘these mountaina
to explore them with a view to sseking
out a place whers the people of God
could be gathered and worship Ged in
peace and a~cording to the dictates of
their own eonsciences. But some of
these false brethren, of whom I have
been speaking, raised the hue and cry
that only a false shepherd flew from
the flock when the wolves approached.
He was uphbralded by some of those
false brethren of being a false shep-
therd. When that word came to him he
was wounded in his feelings, and so
hurt that he turngd round and said:
“If ithis is all my friends care for my
life, why should I care for it?" And
ne returned home and went, as he said,
“like @ lamb to the slaughter.” 1 saw
him and my father as they were rowed
in a skiff across the Mississippl river,
and watched them till they landed at
‘the hank of 'the river near the old
Times and Seasons printing office,
watched them as they walked up the
bank of the rlver on to Water street,
and walked along and come into our
hiouse. Joseph =at down while my
father washed and arranged his toilef.
And while Uncle Joseph was sitting
there, he took me on ‘his knee and trot-
ted me and played with me. In a little
whila my father came inh. Joseph says,.
“What is' the matter with thig little
hoy?' Father sald, “Nothilng, I guess.”
He says, “He looks as though he hadn't
a drop of blood in him,” I remember it
#o well. Up to this time, you may re-
member, I had lived on milk, a good
deal of it skim milk, and I suppose I
wasg rather pale. a circumstanca thet
arose through the prostrated condition
of my mother, brought on by cruel per-
secutions in Missouri.

Many little incldents I remember in
ithe life of the Prophet Joseph, But
what I remember most, and what is
dearest to my memory eand to my
thinking, and what is greatest 'to my
salvation, is that by the testimony of
the Holy Spirlt of God to me, I know
that this book, the Book of Ddactrine
and Covenants, which I hold in my
hand, is the word of God through
Joseph 8milth to the world, and espe-
cially to the memhbers of the Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints
throughout the world, and that by the
gift and power of God he transzlated
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this book (the Bcok of Mormon) from
ite orlginal language, and from the en-
gravings upon the goldzn plates into
the language which we now read with-
in the lida of this sook; and it con'tains
the fullness of the everlasting Gospel.
1 will lead men to th: obtaining of the
knowledge f tru'h whereby they may
e savel and brought hack again into
the presence of (kd and partake of
Hla glory and -of endlezs lives. This is
ihz great thing that 1 rejoice at, and
this Is th2 great and glorious thought
that ¢oms3 o my mind and that per-
vades my £oul when I think <f com-
memarating the anniversary of the
birth of that great and glor-
ious  man, Joseph Smith; ,for he
wuas the only man that 1 have
any record of, or knowledge .of,
ot that 1 have ever read of in any
history, that God Himself, in connec-
tiuvn with His son Jesus Christ, deignsd
o vigit in person and cummune with
in this world, from Adam until this
day, 1 have never heard of but this
man that has ever been su favored of
Cid, There hiave been other prophets,
and grea't prophets, ton, who have had
angels minister tuo them, and others
who have seen the finger of God, and
whg have been favored mnre or less;
but where Is the circumstance, and
who {5 the man unto whom the Father
and the Savior have appeared togather
ftn person, and declared ‘themselves un-
t0hilm? Where i3 that man? Nowhere
that history records, except the Pro-
phet Joseph Smith, and that while he
was a youth, He was only a youth,
comparatively in fact, wh:n ‘he was
martyred. beng only 38 years of age.
He was Lrimming over with the no-
bleat and purest of human nature,
wihich «ften gave veri in  innocent
amusements—in playing ball, in wraest-
ling with his broth:rs and scuffling
with them, and enjoying himself;  he
was not like 3 man with a stake run
down his hack, and with his face cast
in & brazen mold that he could not
eile, that he had no joy In his heart,
O he was full of joy; he was full of
gladness; he was full of love, and of
every other noble attributs that makes
men great and good, and at the same
time simple and: innocent, o that he
could descend to the lowest condition;
and he had power, by thz grace of God,
16 comprehend the purpousas of the Al-
mighty tco. That was the charanter
of ‘the Prophet Jaszeph Smith. And
while he could play with children and
amuse himself at sgimple, Innocent
gaimes among men, he alse esmmuned
with the Father and the Sen and spoke
with angels, and they visited him, and
canferred blessings and gifts and Keys
of power upon him that were never be-
fore hestowed upon any human being
other than the Son of Gogd himself. No
man yet that ever lived upon the earth
had all the keys of the Gospel and of
the dispensations bestowed upon him
as were bestowed upon the Prophet
Joseph Smith in the temple at Kirtland
when he was visited there by the Son
of God, by Moses, and by Elias and
Elijah, and when the heavens were
opened unto him and he receiwed the
keys of power and authority by which
he could lay the foundation of the
work of God, broad and deep, to cover
the earth with the knowledge of Godl,
and with His power and glory. And
that work, the foundation of which he
laid is today spreading ahbroad among
the nations of the earth, and it will
continue to &pread until it covers the
earth as the waters cover the sea; and

" Bishop F. Kesler then asked all
present who were personally acquaint-
ed with the Prophet Joseph Smith to
rise to their feet, The following re-
sponded:

Joseph C. Kingsbury, aged 82; Angus
M. Cannon, aged 60; Frederick Kesler,
aged| 79; John Smith, aged €2; Joseph
I'. Smith,.aged 56; lidward Stevenson,
aged 75; Samuel H., B. Smith, aged
50; George Romney, aged 64; Willlam
8. Muir, aged 73; Homer Duncan, aged
80; Oliver G, Workman, aged 67; kd-
win Rushtun, aged 71; Amanda Kim-
ball, aged 65: Lucy Walker, Smith,
one of the wives of the Prophet, aged
88; Zina D. H, Smith, also une of the
Prophet's wives, aged 74; Bathsheba
W. 8mith, wife.of the late President
Geo, |A, Smith, cousin to the Prophet,
aged 72; Rachel Grant, wife of the
late President Jedediah M. Grant, and
mother of the Apostle Heber J. Grant,
aged 73; A. H. Raleigh, aged 76;
Walter Wilcox, aged 74; Claudius V.
Spencer, aged T1; Robert T. Burton,
aged 73; James W. Fhippin, aged 75;
Marle Burton,
~ Alll who had scen the Prophet
Joseph Smith were then called for,
when the following responded: Jane
E. Kesler, Helen Marle Smith, Rliza-
beth Jeffs, Roxena Sophfa Tripp and
Juhn Reld,

Sister Roxana 8. Tripp and Oliver
(1. Wurkmgn were the only ones pres-
ent who were baptized by the Prophet
persenally,

In | response ,to the query as to
whether anyune present had been
ordained under the hands of Joseph
Smith to any office of Priesthood, Bro.
Juseph C, Kingsbury answered, I was
ordained an Elder under the hands of
Joseph Smith in_Kirtland, Ohio.”

President Jéfeph F. Smith: *I want
to tell you enother little circumstance
connected with Brother Joseph .
Kingsbury, He is the man that made
the first copy of the revelation on
celestial marriage, and is & man in
whom the Prophet Joseph had abso-
lute confidence as an honorahble, honest
men, | and entrusted to him the per-
sonal care of a branch of hls family.
He is a man who never hetrayved a
trust that was ever imposed in him
by the Prophet Juseph Smith, and I
do not believe he ever betrayed a
trust that any 'man ever imposed In
him; and that is the kind of a man
that will stand the test, and will ob-
tain eternal life. Such as he are the
type lof men that will endure in the
faith | to the end, berause they have
integrity, ‘and becduse when they
know the truth they will do it,- and
thley will not waver to the right or
the left, If it ®hould ‘take their lives
to keep in the straight path,

Lest there should be a misunder-
standing, I will say, it was William
Clayton who wrote the revelation on
celestlal marriage, as the Prophet's
scribe, as it flowed from the mouth of
the Prophet Joseph. A copy of that
document was placed in the hands of
Bish N. K. Whitnev, and Brother
Jos. C. Kingsbury made a copy of it.”

Elder Samuel H. B. Smith

said he was pleased to be present, and
felt honored to be invited to partlei-
pate in services held in honor of the
Prophet Joseph 8mith. He remembered
many things dating back to the days
of Nauvoo, although at the time of the
martyrdom: of the Prophets he was but

six years of age. He remembered the

and hearing his volece and seeing him
a number of times, He well rem:m-
bered when on the 24th of June, 1844,
‘his father started from the farm:* on
which 'the speaker then resided on. &
swift horse to try 'to reach Carthage
1F possible in time to save hia brethren.

father preach the doctrines and prin-
ciples that were ennunciated through
the Prophet Jozseph Smith, and those
teachings fastened hold on my mind
and have been with me lik: a. guiding
star, [ can bear my testimony to vou
that Joseph S8Smith was the greatest
man except Jesus Christ that ever
lived upon this earth. I have carried
this testimony of the divinlty of the
misfion of Juseph 8Smith all through
my life, and I pray (God I may ever re-
tain it.'” .

Bishop Robert T. Burton _

was the next speaker. He .gald
knew the Prophet Joseph Smith.
was ordained to the priesthood and
apart to his first miszsien under the
hands of Hyrum Smith, brother of the
Prophet, and father of President Jos-
eph F. Smith. He was on guard In the
city of Nauvoo at the time the mar-
tyrdom of the Prophets occurred, and
well remembered the conditions and
scenes of those times. The speaker
thought, prior to that time, and as far
as he knew,
thought il was not possible to take the
life of Joseph, the prophet of God. He
had many, many times besn arr:isted,
held in custody, and tried, but always
acquitted of any charge brought
against him.
imminent peril, hut invariably some-
thing intervened to pregerve his lifz,
unitil the people began to think the
wicked could not destroy the lite of
that great man; and when the awful
news came, nobody can tell or feel us
those felt who had their lives wound
up in that man, the degree of gloom
and sadness that pervaded every per-
son In the cofty of Nauvoo. A large
number of the people were in the~mil-
itia, over whom Joseph Smith had been
the superior officer., They felt as ir
they must go right to Carthage, and
from there follow the fiends that had
destroyed the life of the Prophet. But
thizs was overcome, In time it berame
the question who was going to lead the
people. One said “follow me,"”" and an=-
other “follow me,” until some of th2
people became confused. Most of the
Apostles and leading Flders were ab-
sent on misslons. I was well acquaint-
ed with the Prophet Joseph. 1 was
imperfectly acquainted with Brigham
Young. When Brigham Young .re-
turned, and arose in the congregailon,
and began to sprak, I arose from my
seat, as did hundreds of others, to
ook at Joseph. His voice, his lan-
guage, every expression seemed to
come from Joseph himself. It was a
teztimony &0 many hundreds of the
Latter-day Saints that from that tim~ ta
the present has mever lzft their mem-
ories for a moment. By it &od com-
municated to His people who the suc-
ceszor of Joseph was., Tt ‘has been a
great comfort to me. I sp:ak it here
i all soberness and ‘thoughtfulness
that I rose to my feat to 1ok upsn
Joseph Smith because I thought T
heard his volce, and felt his spirit and
the influence that he had.

Zina D. H. Smith,
“[ recefved @ ‘testimony for myaelf

he
He

260

ing to his father’s house, ' Joseph

from the Lord of this work, and thet
Smi was A& Prophe o

0

the Latter-day Salnts—

“How many times have T heard my

Hisz life was often In *
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before 1 ever saw him, while f resided
in the state of New York, given in an-
swer to prayer. I knew him in his life-
time, and know him to have heen a
great, true man, and @ servant of
Gw_tl
The epeaker also related fn detail
her experience and fmpressions on the
occasion when President Brigham
Young seemed to the whole congrega-
tion to be the Prophet Joseph, and her
convictions were the same as those re-
lalted by Bishop Burton. i
Contimuing, she said: *“I wish to bear
my testimony to the principle of celes-
tial marriage, that it is true. When I
think of the man thalt took his life in
his hands and went from place to place
where God told him o go, and in the
midst of persecutions, trials and vexa-
tions of every kind, made covenant
with ‘the women of Cod that have
wtood true to him-—most of them-—when
I think of his integrity, and of his
obedience, I think what a lesson it
should be to us, thalt we know that he
did not do this of hig own accord. He
sent word ito me by my brother, say-
ing, “Tell Zina I put it off and put it
off till an angel with a drawn sword
stood by me and 'told me if I did not
establish that principle upon the earth,
I would lose my position and my life’
President Young told us 4n several
places—sald 'he, ‘Brethren, if you want
wives 'take them, for the itime will
come when you can’t.’ But, thanks to
our Heavenly Father, there are many
left upon the earth who were born un-
der the celestial covenanit, although
they do mot at present appreciate their
position. The day will come when
they will feel the Spirit 6f God resting
upon ‘them, and ‘they will feel that it is
en honor to be born in that® covenant.
I feel to bear my testimony to the truth
of this work. 1 know it i8 the work of
God, and that Joseph Smith was His
prophet, and that Brigham Young was
hig successor, and those by whom I
am surrounded are holy men, living to
the best of their wunderstanding, ac-
cording ito His will. Joseph Smith sald:
fAll you who mwill not find fault with
the words of life and salvation that
God reveals through me for the malva-
tion of the human family, I will stand
Jike an officer of the gate, aind I will
see you safe ithrough into the celestial
' I became his wife at this
time in Nauvoo, and I never ih my
iife had a rebellious thought against
that principle, for which I thank the
Lord.”
President Joseph F. Smlith.

“I want to announce that this lady ts
e wife of the Prophet Joseph Smith,
who was sealed to him in his lifetime,
and lived with him as his wife in
Nauvoo.”.

Lumey Walkcer Smith

said she wished to relate one incldent
in the life of the Prophet Joseph that
was deeply impressed upon her mind
In relation ito sealing. On one occasion
In the winfer of 1820, in & prayetr meet-
ing held at Father Joseph Smith's, the
Prophet arose to speak, and after
speaking a few words he set his eyes
upon some objedt, and remafned silent
for a few moments, and finally he he-
came beautifully transfigured in ap-
pearance. Then ‘turning from his si-
lence, he said: “Do you know who
has been with us tonight?"* . Some one

present answered, “Yes, an angel.’ He

sald nothing ¢ill Martin Harris spoke,

saying, ‘I know that Jesus Christ, our
Savior, has 1

<

said the Prophet, ‘God has revealed
this to thee, Martin., He sdld further:
‘Brethren and sisters, do you Know
‘that—theLord has been in our mldst
tonight, and He has given me a com-
mandment that I seal you up unto
eternal 'lives, and He has given Yyou
all to me, to be with me in my king-
dom, gs Jesus is in His Fathep’'s king-
dom.’ ‘This is a principle that was
given in that early day, and more has
been revealed in de'tall about it since.
Bathsheba W. Smith,

said: I rise to say that I know Joseph
Smith was a true Prophet of God. I
know that (3od, through that Prophet,
revealed the endowments. I recelved
mine dn company with my husband
when Joseph was living. I never had
anything to disturb my faith. I know
that President Young was the lawiul
successor of Joseph the Prophet. I
heard Joseph’s volce so plain, and even
the different actions or gestures were
the same in Brigham Young as in Jos-
eph on the occasion referred to by
Bishop Burton tonight: I wish to say
that the pictures we see here of the
Prophet are not true likenesses., Jos-
eph was a handsome man, and above
all he was a noble-appearing man.
These plctures do not do him justica,
and the best I have seen are little bei-
ter than caricatures,

Rachel Grant.

said she was acquainted with the
Prophet Joseph Smith. She visitzd
Nauvoo in 1842, remaining until 1814,
and beecame acquainted with the
Prophet's family and to some extent
with the Prophet during that period,
though he was in secluslon to avoid
‘his enemies a great part of the time.
The speaker sald she was qulte young
when she visited Nauvoo, and was not
then a member of the church, but she
became cofivinced of the truth of the
work, end has ever since had a testi-
mony to bear of the divinity of the
mission of the Prophet Joseph.

President Angus M, Cannon.

I never saw a likeness of Joseph
Smith. We have none that look like
him or does him justice. He was. as
hand2ome 4 man as I ever looked upon
and I never heard him spcak when it
agid not electrify my whole being and
make my whole soul glorify the Lord.

The speaker was acquainted with
Emma Smith also, the wife of the
torious diamond robber, escaped from the
Prophet, and knew she was a noble
woman, He ‘had often been surprised
that she took the course she did in de-
nying that the Prophet ever had more
wives than <ne. In 1888, he visited
David Whitmer and expreeced this
surprige to, him and his household.
They turned and said, Brother Can-
non, Emma Smith never signed that
affidavit. We have the evilences that
that affidavit was signed after her
- death and was circulated to falsify
the truth. “I know,"” sald the speak:r,
":}t:.hci"t Joseph Smith was a Praphet of
! he

Patriarch John Smith.

said he supposed he was as well ac-
quainted with the Prophet Jouseph, his
uncle, aAs any one else present. He was
oft:n in the house with him and
around where he was. He was i2
years of age at the ‘time his father
and Joseph the Frophet were mar-
-tyred: —Speaking of the current pia-
tures of the prophet, he agreed with
Sistér Bathsheba W. Smith. The

in our midet” ‘Yes.':

Prophet Joseph stood even six feet

high in his stocking feet and weighsd
212 pounds. The speaker's father,
Hyrum Smith, stood filve feet eleven
and a-half inches high and they
weighed in the same notch, varying
from 210 to 212 pounds. The day they
started for Carthage, when my father
went out to get on his big white horse,
he put his foot in the stirrup, stood
for about two or three minutes, turn-
ed around, took the watéh chain from
his neck and the watch from his pock-
et, and took them into the house and
hung thern up and took his old one.
The watch he hung up that day'I
ecarry with me now.
At this point of the proccedings

Sister Elizabeth Roundy

read an original article eulogistic of
the life and character of the Prophet.

Elder Edward Rushton.

gsaid he wished there was more time
to speak of the Prophet Joseph Smith
tonight. He became acquzinted with
the Prophet on the 13th of April, 1842,
when he landed at NauVvoo as an emi-
grant. He saw a handsome looking
man coming toward him, riding a fine
horse. - This person, who proved to he
the Prophet, accosted bhim and asked
if & boat had landed at the wharf.
Answered in the affirmative, he asked
the ocecasion of its landing., *“There is
a company of emigrants here, eir,”’ an-

swered the  speaker. *Oh, indeel;
what are they?' said the Prophet.
“Phey are called Mormons.” “Are you
a Mormon?’ sald Joseph, Awxswered

in the affirmative, the Prophet centin-
ued: ‘I suppose you have heard a
great deal sald coming up the river
about ‘Joe Smith,’ hoth good =and
evil?" “Both kinds, sir,”” was 1the
gpeaker's reply. Sald the Prophet,
“What do you <ome here for? What
do you know about Mormonism?”’ The
speaker raised his hand and sald, “I
know that Mormunism is true, or I
would not be here. I know it for my-

self and not for another.” Sald he, "I
am that same ‘Joe Smith’ you have
heatrd &3 much talk about. What do

you Lhink of me?’ Said the speaker,
“You are a Prophet of the living God.
I knew it when I left my rative land.”
“I hope the rest of them all know
that,” answered the Prophet. 1 waa
then but 17 vears of age. After that
I was very familiar witn him, and he
never forgot the “boy.” In 1842 Lhe
Prophet tcld me that I. should come
here to the Rocky Mountains. . He told
me that [ should see the things that
have transpired since I have resided
here. He told mé nf many local oc-
currences, 'that T might believe the
other predictions of greater moment
which he made to me, We have great
scenes to pass through that we little
expect, but they will all cocme to pass,
The speaker also bore testimony, sim-
ilar to Bishop Burton, of Joseph's ap-
pearance beinz manifest in Brigham
Young. '

I never saw a man equal to the
Prophet Juseph in dignity and kind,
gentlemanly deportment. In conver-
sation with him there was nothing
frivolous, lightminded or debasing.

Elder Homer Duncan
sajd: *‘In 1838, in the spring, was the
first time I ever saw the Prophet
Joseph, when I had an introduction to
him  in‘ Far West, Mo. I was often
with him in Missouri, but I knew ‘that
this work was true before I ever saw
him. At the time I first saw him I
knew that he was a Prophet. I heard
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the message of this work about the

year 1828, and I rejoiced when I heard
of it. In 1%30, I heard the Book of

%!ornmn read, when I was but a little
0w,

Referring to the appearance of
Joseph Smith, the speaker said: f i
vou could see Joseph F. Smith when
the was about 25 years of age, you
wwould see as mear his Uncle Joseph's
profile in him as in any man I have
ever seen. If you laid av1ule on ‘hig
forehead and down his nose, it would
come very near filling up, He had a
large head, and heavy shoulders, not
quite as rounding as President
Young's. He. was a very handsome
and a very strongly ‘bullt man.”

‘The gpeaker briefly related the cir-
eclmstance referred tn Ty Bishop
Burton when the mantle of Joseph the
Prophet rested upon President. Brig-
ham Young. He was much impressed
on thig occasion, as were all others
present. He particularly noted that
the gestures, wvoice and personal ap-
pearance of Brigham Young were a
perfect counterpart of those naturally
agsumed and exhibited by the Prophet.
*“When Joseph was taken to prison
I felt if they would only let me o, I
would willingly Jay down my life for
the Prophet of God."” v ;

Elder Walter Wilcox

said the first time he saw the Prophet
was in the spring of 1835, at Kirtland,
Ohio; the speaker then being a boy of
14 years of age. “The occasion was 4
meeting held in the Temple, the first
Sabbath after I arrived there. 1
watched the people come im, and when
I gaw Joseph Smith, I knew that he
was the Prophet of God. On the 10th
day of June, 1844 (seventeen days he-
fore the Prophet was martyred) my
mpther tnok me over to his office, over
what was called the brick store, and
agked the Prophet If he would 1éal her
to-my father, who wads dead, I stand-
ing as proxy. My father had died in
1820, before the work was established,
Joseph consented, and asked  his
brother Hyrum to be mouth in 1he
ceremony, and [ as proxy was sealed
to my mother for my father.”

Elder Ciandius V. Spencer

eajd -he hecame acrquainted with
Joseph the Prophet when 16 vears of
age. In referring to the incident ra-
cited by Bishop Burton, he said that
there was not an honest hoy or girl
man or woman, in that congregation
but knew BHrigham Young was chosen
of God to lead the p2ople after Jaseph
S8mith.

“I gm a living witn:ss that Joseph
predicted in Nauvoo—'My peopis shall
become a numerous and a mighty host
im the fastnesses of the Rocky Moun-
tains.’ When those words were apoken
they would have tested the erddulity
of any man of the waorld, 3s thoere was
not the least likelihood w»f their ful-
fillment at that time. Joseph was
familiarly known to all as ‘Brother
Joseph'—none thought of calling bim
anything else—and this itseif shows
how close ‘he 'was to the hearts of the
people.”

Elder Ollver G. Workman

said he was an eye-witness of many
of the transactions related this even-
ing, and could faithfully bear testi-
mony that Joseph Smith was a
Prophet of God. He was haptized
with fifteen others at Nauvoo by the
Prophet Joseph personally. He was
also present <swhen the mantle of
Joseph fell upon Brigham Young, and
joins his testimony with those previ-
ously given as (o the miraculous man-
ifestation. Il{e had stood up for the

life of Joseph Smith when his life was
at stake.. _
Bishop F. Kesler

said ‘that Bishop Burton expressed the’
opinion that was entertained by the
people generally, that Joseph's life

speaker heard the Prophet say differ-
ently, and yet he could hardly believe.
On one occasion, at a meeting held
near the Temple in Nauvoo, Joseph
arose to make a few remarks, and he
related the incident of the mob knock-
ing one of his front teeth out in theis
successful effort to pour acquifortls
down his throat. His spirit, he salid,
left his body, and hovered over it In
the air, and returned -after it was
over. They supposed they had killed
“him, but he had tocome back and take
his body. “The time has bheen, breth-
ren,” he sald, “when my life could not
bhe taken, but now my work is done.
I roll the burden and thc keys of the
Kingdom upon the shoulders of the
Twelve Aposiles. T have climbed the
hill of ife, and now I look nver. My
life now {is the same as any other
man's, I am going to rest.”

The lengthy and interesting exer-
cises were closed by the choir ahd con-
gregation singing—

We thank Thee, O God, for a prophat.

Benediction was pronounced by
Apostle John Henry Smith.

AN ANG_IE‘.\'T AMERICAN CITY.

In: prospecting for suitable lccations
for” Latter-day Saint colonies in. Mex-
ien, Apostle Moses Thatcher discovar-
ed the ruins of a large and magnifi-
cent city. The confirmation of this re-
markable discovery, rclated in the fol-
lowing dispatch from Chihuahua; Mex-
ico, to the 8t. Louls~Mshe-Democrat,
will be read with interest by the read-
ers of the Church and Farm. There
are some exagzerations in the item,
but there is no question that it has its
foundation in truth:

The party of prespectors who Jeft
here three months ago to investigite
the report made by Moses Thatcher,
the well-known Maormaon leader, df the
digcovery of an eancient city in the
mountains west of Hemata, about 150
miles northwest of here, have just re-
turned. They had many exciting ex-
periences, and two members of the
party died from exposure in the high
paltitude, but they were successful in
finding the hidden ecity. They report
it to be Just ag deseribed by  Mr.
Thatcher, excepting that it contains
mary riches in ths way of gold antd
zilver, samples of which the party
brought back with them, aggregating
several thousand dollars  in  value.
They are convineed that there are rich
snines in the immediate vicinity of the
-eity. which werd extensively worked
ecenturles ago, and that the clty was
built frem thz ricres thus obtained.
The party also corroborates the report
‘made by Mr. Thatcher, that the huild-
ings of the cily contain sufficient hull 1-
in stone to bulld two citles twice *he
size of San Francisco, Mr. Thatcher
discovered the deserted city while

Mexico in searth of a suitable place
in which to estahlish a Mormon cel-
ony. .

could not be taken, although - the:

making a prospecting tour {hrough-

! all partialiste.'—H. W. Beecher,

THE IOSEPA COLONY,

Iosepa—the colony of Hawailans es-
tablished in Skull Valley, Tooele coun-
ty, Utah—comes in with a splendid
showing this year. This 'l_s all the more
salisfactory when 'the difficulties which
the colonists have had to contend with
are considered. They occupied an une
inviting ¢ountry, and by reason of
former inexperience were not well pre-
pared for the great work before them;
for in their native land fruits, vegeta-
bles, ete., are raised almost without
effort. But they ‘have persevered, un=
der an efficient managemen't, and suce
cess .is erowning their efforts.

Elder H. H. Cluff, who has charge of
the colony and its operations, says the
health of the prople s good. They are
feeling well over their situation, being
perfectly contented. Last spring a few
members of the colony accepted the
government Invitation to return to the
Sandwich islands. Several of these
hlave written back, expressing the wish
fhat they were here, and declaring
their intention to return to the colony
a8 soon as practicable.

The crops raised this. year include
1,850 bushels of wheat, 1,650 of oats,
3,200 of barley, 200 of corn and 500 of
potatoes, bhesides 650 tons of hay, 126
tons of equashes and pumpkins, and a
large amount of garden produce.

This season the colony has finighed
a. granary to hold 14,000 bushels, and
in it has been housed the yvear's erop.

The Hawaillans at Iosepa have on
hand sufficient breadstuffs to last them
between two and three years., In this
respect they are much better off than
mamny - prople who have opportunities
superlor to those afforded ‘them.

The colony will also market this year
150 head of swine.

Speaking of raising pumpkins, Elder
Cluff says that two years ago he re-
ceived from ithe agricultural depart-
ment at Washington, through' courtesy
of Ion. John T. Caine, a package of
Tours mammoth pumpkin seed. The
first year he raised from it on eleven
square rods of groumd 5,320 pounds of
pumpking, which are an excellent food
for stock, This year a larger area was
planted, with an equally tremendous
vield. ’

Save! Oh, Save!

“Oh where Thy voice doth come

Lt ail doubt be dumb;

Let all words be mild,

All strifes be reconciled,

All ‘pains beguiled! i

Idght brings no blindness,

Love no unkindness,

Knowledge no ruin,

Fear no undoing! S

From the cradle to the gravey -
Save, oh! save!” :

—Mall, Arnold.

2 ‘No One Is Perfect.

“There are no perfect nreachers in
the world. , The only perfect men in
the world are the doctors of divinity,
who teach systematic theology. They
know everything, all of it, and T envy
them. PRut men that preach take only
s0 much ‘of the truth as they can

nold, and, generally speaking, preach~
ers don't hold a great deal. They are




